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Statutes of The Sunderland Antiquarian Society 
as adopted at a Council Meeting of the Society 
on the 5th December, 1899. 

I. — This Society, under the style and title of 
''The Sunderland Antiquarian Society" shall 
consist of ordinary members and honorary mem- 
bers. The Society was established on the 21st 
day of November, 1899, when the purport of the 
institution was declared to be "inquiry into 
antiquities in general, more especially to inves- 
tigate all matters of historical character connected 
with Sunderland and district." 

Il.-^Candidates for election as ordinary members 
shall take place by proposition in writing by a 
member who can speak from personal knowledge 
of the candidate, to be lodged with the Secretary 
at least seven days before the General Meeting. 

In the meantime the name shall be submitted 
to the Council of the Society, when if they reject 
the name it shall not be brought before the 
General Meeting. 

The election of honorary members shall be 
conducted in like manner. 

Names submitted by the Council to the General 
Meeting shall be elected by a simple majority. 
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VIII. 

III. — The ordinary members shall continue to 
be members so longf as they shall conform to these 
Statutes, and all future statutes, rules, and ordi- 
nances, and shall pay an annual subscription of 
five shilling's, payable in advance, in the month 
of January. If the subscription of any ordinary 
member shall have remained unpaid a whole year, 
the Council may remove the name of such person 
from the list of members, and he shall thereupon 
cease to be a member, but shall remain liable to 
pay the subscription in arrear, and he shall not be 
eligible for re-election until the same shall have 
been paid. 
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IV. — The officers of the Society shall consist of 
a Patron, President, Chairman of Council, Sec- 
retary, Treasurer, Editor, Librarian, Auditor, and 
Six Members of Council (who with the President, 
Chairman of Council, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor 
and Librarian shall constitute the Council). These 
several officers shall be elected annually, except 
the Patron, who shall be elected for life. 
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V. — Honorary members shall not be eligible 
for office. 



The election of officers shall take place at the 
General Meeting in December. 

All ordinary members who have paid their 
subscription for the current year, are eligible for 
office. 



The names of officers of the Society and mem- 
bers of council shall be proposed and seconded in 
open meeting, and elected by a majority of those 
present* 
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Property of 
the Society* 
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In the event of any vaccuicies occurin^ among-st 
the elective officials or members of council, the 
vacancies may be filled at the next General 
Meeting. 

The official list of attendances shall be read at 
the December meeting- prior to election. 

VI. — The General Meeting held in January shall 
be the Annual Meeting. 

A General Meeting of the members of the 
Society shall be held on the first Tuesday of every 
month, saving the months from May to August 
inclusive. Should the meeting however fall on 
a general holiday it shall be held one week hence. 
The meetings shall be held at such place and time 
as shall be appointed by the council. 

VII. — The ordinary members only shall be 
interested in the property of the Society. The 
interest of each member therein shall continue so 
long only as he shall remain a member, and the 
property shall never be sold or othen\'ise disposed 
of (except in the case of duplicates hereinafter 
mentioned) so long as there remain seven 
members; but should the number of members be 
reduced below seven and so remain for twelve 
calendar months then next following, the Society 
shall be ipso facto dissolved, and after satisfaction 
of all its debts and liabilities the property of the 
Society shall be delivered unto and become the 
property of the Sunderland Corporation Museum 
and Library. No dividend, gift, division, or bonus 
in money shall be made unto or between any of 
the members. 

VIII. — All papers shall be read in the order in 
which they are fixed by the council. 
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of the 
Society* 



IX. — The council shall be entrusted with the 
duty and charge of selecting and illustrating 
papers for the publications of the Society (other 
than the Proceedings); and no paper shall be 
printed at the Society's expense before it be read 
in whole or in part at a meeting ; and that no 
paper which has been printed elsewhere be read 
at any meeting unless it be first submitted to the 
council at a meeting of the council, nor printed in 
the Society's transactions except at the request of 
the council. The council shall have the right of 
publishing any paper read at any meeting, and 
the author of such paper shall be deemed to have 
agreed to the council having such right. 



No copy or epitome of, or extract from such 
paper shall be given to the Press or to the Pro- 
prietors or Publishers of any publication, book, 
periodical, magazine or otherwise, except with 
the consent in writing of the council, signed by 
the chairman. 
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the Society, 



X. — All donations to the Society shall be made 
through the council, and a book shall be kept in 
which shall be regularly recorded their nature, 
the place and time of their discovery, and the 
donors' names. All duplicates of coins, books, 
and other objects, shall be at the disposal of the 
council for the benefit of the Society. 



Repeal or 

Alteration of 

Statutes. 



XI. — These statutes, and any other statutes 
which hereafter may be made or passed, may be 
repealed or altered, and new, or altered statutes 
may be made or passed at any Annual Meeting, 
provided notice of such repeal or alteration, and 
of the proposed new or altered statutes, be given 
in writing at the next preceding Monthly Meeting. 
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PREFACE. 



It has been thought desirable that on the present auspicious 
occasion, when the first volume of Papers relating to the Antiquities 
of Sunderland is being published by the Sunderland Antiquarian 
Society, a somewhat detailed account should be given of the objects 
had in view by the founders of that Society. The promoters of 
the scheme for inaugurating such a Society at the beginning of the 
twentieth century were actuated by the belief that organized effort 
was necessary as a supplement and complement to individual 
enthusiasm in dealing with the wide subject of the history of the 
past. They felt that meetings for discussion and inter-commun- 
ication of opinions would not only furnish opportunities for 
specialists to contribute to the general store of facts and stock of 
knowledge, but also give pleasure and profit to the members 
generally, increase the interestoftheir fellow-citizens in intellectual 
pursuits, and enlist many new labourers in the various departments 
of antiquarian investigation and research. They considered that 
Sunderland and its vicinity would furnish sufficient interests and 
abundant materials to occupy the attention of such a Society, and 
that the educated population of the County Borough and surround- 
ing neighbourhood was large enough to ensure a constant supply 
of members whose numbers and zeal would justify and maintain 
the existence of such a Society. 

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that the founders 
had any desire to limit the operations of the Society to the narrow 
range of local antiquities, for they are well aware that restrictions 
of this kind tend to defeat their own object. Local history is a 
part of the general history of the country ; local families have con- 
nections with those of other plcices ; local trade brings a seaport 
into close relations with distant sources of supply and with far-off 
customers and markets ; local vicissitudes often depend on causes, 
and produce results, which cannot be perceived by the investigator 
who refuses to look beyond the boundaries of his own district ; 
provincialisms of language are incapable of explanation without 



XV. 

comparison with other forms of speech ; local manners and customs 
are often unintelligible until light is thrown upon them by those 
who have studied human life and conduct in other places and times. 
The design of the founders therefore was that the Society should 
take within its purview the general history of the past as well as the 
events of bygone days which specially concern Sunderland and the 
places adjacent thereto. It is to be expected that a Society which 
has its home in Sunderland, and mainly consists of Sunderland 
people, will always take special interest in matters relating to 
Sunderland, but nevertheless it is to be hoped that an Antiquarian 
Society will claim the whole field of antiquity as its legitimate 
domain, and not exclude from its consideration any archaeological 
topic simply on the ground of its having no obvious connexion 
with the lands lying near the mouth of the Wear. 

The objects of the Society are accordingly of two kinds* general 
and special, and some of the most important of them are set forth 
in the following list, arranged under these two heads. But it will 
be observed that each of the general objects includes a correspond- 
ing special object. 

GXNBRAL ObJXCTS. 

I. — To discuss any matter relating to the past, especially 
when it concerns Sunderland or the neighbourhood. 

IL — To ask questions, suggest investigations, and com- 
municate information regarding the past, especially on subjects 
that relate to Sunderland or the neighbourhood. 

III. — To collect and preserve documents and other things 
which illustrate the past or are of interest in connexion with the 
past, especially the past of Sunderland or the neighbourhood. 

IV. — ^To organize excursions to places of antiquarian 
interest, especially those near Sunderland, so as to make 
pleasure contribute in some degree to an intelligent knowledge 
of the antiquities and historical associations of the district, and, 
indirectly, of other localities also. 
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Special Objects. 

I. — ^To trace the history of Sunderland and its environs 
from the earliest times to the present day. 

Members should make a point of noting* every mention of 
Sunderland in the books they read. 

2. — To investigate the religious history of Sunderland and 
the neighbourhood, both before and since the Reformation. 
This will include the history- of every denomination which has 
made a home in the district, an account of every place of 
worship, and a biography of each noted minister. 

3. — To promote a more scientific treatment of the history 
of the municipal vicissitudes and development of the tow'n. 

4. — To piece together pedigrees of families associated 
with the town and district : to take an interest in Registers^ 
Visitations, Inquisitions, and the like. 

5. — ^To study the lives of persons connected with Sunder- 
land by birth, family, residence, office, or trade, . Under this 
item as under others, it is important to be precise about dates. 

6. — To seek the true explanation of local names of families, 
places, streets, houses, fields, hills, streams, rocks, pits, wells, 
and plants. 

7. — To examine into the history of building in the district 
as well as the history of single buildings ; to note the approxi- 
mate dates which limit the periods of the prevalent use of 
various kinds of building materials — stone, brick, red tiles, 
slates ; and to distinguish the various types of mansion, cottage, 
shop, public house, and farm, as well as the architectural style 
of churches and other public buildings. 

8. — ^To collect and preserve records of facts and figures 
about the trade, manufactures, and commerce of the town. 
Such lists as the undermentioned would be both interesting 
and instructive : — 
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i. — ^A Catalogue of all ships built, registered, or owned here, 
with an account of the life of each, so far as obtainable. 

ii. — A Catalogue of all places with which Sunderland is 
known to have had trading connexion, giving dates and 
references in proof. 

iii. — ^A Catalogue of all Master Mariners, or at least of all 
Ship-masters belonging to the port; with dates and 
biographical sketches where possible. 

9. — To collect and preserve Maps, Plans, Pictures, and 
other documentary descriptions of the district, — the town, the 
port, the sea-coast, the river, local estates, houses, fields, yards, 
roads, paths, quarries, ballast-hills, mines, ponds, wells, docks, 
slipways, staiths, and other features of topography. 

10. — To get together a collection of Books of Reference, 
wherein much material bearing on local antiquities has already 
been stored by previous workers. 

II. — To collect and preserve local folk-lore and legends, 
and to disentangle them from actual history. 

12. — To encourage private collections of objects that 
illustrate local antiquities, e.g. — 

(a.) Productions of the Sunderland Printing Presses ; — Books, 
Pamphlets, Newspapers, Placards, Business Notices, 
Hand-bills, Broadsheets, Addresses to Electors, Songs 
and Song-books, Hymns and Hymn-books. 

(3.) Parchment and Paper manuscript documents (or partly 
printed — or engraved— and partly manuscript), such as 
Title-Deeds, Conveyances, Indentures of Apprentice- 
ship, Soldiers' and Sailors' Discharges, Certificates, 
Licenses, Tickets. 

(r.) Coins, Tokens, and Medals. 

(d.) Specimens of local Pottery, Glass, Ironwork, Clocks 
and Watches, Mariners' Compasses and other Nautical 
Instruments. 



XVlll. 

(e,) Masonic Curios. 

{/.) Insurance Society Curios. 

(g.) Workinjj Tools and Implements, especially such as are 
now obsolete, 

13. — To become aware of the special antiquarian interests 
or tastes, or hobbies of individual members of the Society ; to 
recognize and encourage division of labour in carrying on so 
complicated a study as is presented by antiquity ; and to 
collectively stimulate individual members to select some definite 
subject for the fullest possible investigation. 

As example of definite subjects which might prove interest- 
ing and attractive to members of the Sunderland Antiquarian 
Society, the following topics may be at once suggested : — 

(I.) The history of some local industry, e.g. — Fishing, 
Mining, Quarrying, Glassmaking, Ropemaking. Ship- 
building, Papermaking, Marine Engine Construction. 

(2.) The history of some local Firm. 

(3.) Legal History and Local Courts; Local Customs 
recognized and upheld by Legal Authority. 

(4.) Local Markets ; Weights and Measures ; Prices. 

(5.) Local Fairs. 

(6.) Local Ferries ; Bridges ; Tolls. 

(7.) Local Military History. 

(8.) Local Railway History. 

(9.) Local Post Office History. 

(10.) Local Public Rejoicings on great occasions. 

(II.) Popular Local Recreations and Merrymakings. 

(12.) Famous Local Fires; Trials; Funerals; Processions. 

(13.) Famous Local Elections, Parliamentary or other. 

(14.) Local Watchmen, Constables, and Police. 

(15.) The Pilots. 

(16.) The Keelmen. 



(17.) The Trimmers. 

(18.) Local Almshouses. 

(19.) Local Churchyards and other Burial Grounds. 

(20.) Local Schools. 

(21.) Inscriptions and Devices on Local Buildings. 

(22.) The ancient Freemen and Stallingers. 

(23.) The Local Theatres : Plays ; Playbills ; Pantomimes. 

(24.) Local Artists. 

(25.) Local Musicians and Musical Societies. 

(26.) The Sunderiand Infirmary and other Local Hospitals. 

(27.) The Lighthouses. 

(28.) The Boundaries of the Borough at various date& 

(29.) Local Dialect. 

Doubtless many other suitable topics will occur to the minds 
of members of the Society and other readers of this preface. 



In conclusion, it is certainly not irrelevant, and it may not be 
deemed superfluous, to remark that the Present is every moment 
being changed into the Past; that the persons and places and 
circumstances and general conditions of things which are contemp- 
oraneous with the present generation will become matters of 
antiquity in the generations to follow ; and that it will therefore 
be area] help to future members of the Society, if regular records 
of current events and local changes are accurately registered in 
authentic annals. 



THOMAS RANDELL. 



SUNDKRLAND CHURCH. 



SUNDERLAND CHURCH AND PARISH 

By John Robinson. 
Read on March 6th, igoo. 



The history of an ancient Church is the history of the Parish. 

that is g-ood in the men and women of a Parish finds a reflex 

the life of the Parish Church. The Sunderland Church and 

ish of to-day is a Parliamentary Institution. The Ecclesias- 

il Church of Sunderland takes us back to the life-time of the 

Fenerable Bede. Wearside is the very cradle of English religious 

iiory, and is rich in historic associations, yet as far as the south 

le of the Wear Mouth is concerned, little is left of the material 

►f either its history or of its fabric. The best thing, therefore, 

\ai we can do is to carefully collect the scattered fragments of 

itoric records relating to Sunderland and Bishopwearmouth, 

preserve them for posterity. 

The Bishops of Durham were in reality the Governors of 
»underland. From the days of Bishop Pudsey in the 1 2th century 
ley granted charters, and claimed the right of leasing out the 
-ights and privileges of it ; and exercising this right they leased 
It the passage of the river, and ferry boats; granted licences 
for building Wharfs or Staiths ; and claimed the fisheries of the 
River and Coast. 

Bishop Morton desirous of encouraging the trade of Sunder- 
land, in the year 1634, granted a Charter of Incorporation to the 
buigesses and inhabitants, by the title of Mayor, twelve Aldermen, 
and Commonalty of the Borough of Sunderland. Yet as far as 
regards any practical interest the towns-people took in it, it was 
of no value, and was allowed to fall into disuse, no Mayor or 
Aldermen being chosen to replace the first nominees. But when 
any of the rights of the people were in danger they fell back upon 
the Charter of Bishop Morton ; especially as touching the Town 
Moor. The privileges granted to the inhabitants were assumed 
and maintained in several suits at law, particularly regarding the 



soil and herbage of the Moor. This common land originally 
consisted of about 70 or 80 acres. The custom or rights of the 
Freemen were usually cited in the following legal phraseology : — 
"Sunderland is an ancient Borough, consisting of twelve capital 
burgesses, called freemen, and twelve inferior burgesses, called 
stallingers, and that each freemen occupying a house has common- 
age for two horses, and four cows, and each stall inger for one 
cow ; and that the widow of a freeman or stall inger being an 
inhabitant, have the like commonage after the husband's death." 

Our worthy President (Dr. Randell), tells us in his interesting 
chapter on *The Freemen and Stallingers of Sunderland,"* that 
" *The close Corporation* had no recorded historical origin ; and 
possessed no charter or other documentary evidence to legally 
justify its existence and consequently its claims and its authority 
were often disputed. But in spite of the weakness of their defences, 
the Freemen and Stallingers held their position against all attacks 
until the year 1853. On the 29th of June of that year they made 
over all their property and rights to the newly established 
Sunderland Orphan Asylum, and gracefully terminated their own 
existence as a body corporate." 

The power which the Bishops of Durham exercised on the 
Wear Mouth may be gathered from the Oath that the Charter of 
Bishop Morton imposed upon the Mayor of the .Ancient Borough 
of Sunderland : — ''I shall truth and faith bear to our Sovereign 
Lord the King's Majesty (Charles I) his heirs, and successors, and 
to the Lord Bishop of Durham, and his successors, Bishops of 
Durham ; and all such orders as I shall consent and agree unto to 
be made, shall be according to my skill and knowledge, for the 
Common wealth and the benefit and profit of the Borough of 
Sunderland, and the freemen and inhabitants thereof; and I shall 
at no time or times hereafter, while I am Mayor of the Borough, 
attempt to go about or to make any orders against the royalties 
or privileges of the Bishops of Durham, nor for the profit of 
myself, nor of any other private person or persons, or consent or 
agree to the same ; and also, I shall at all times during my being 
Mayor, as far as I am able, well and truly execute and perform 

{*) "Til? U\>my CirciOar," Vol. L, Page ^. 



all the points, articles, ordinances, and constitutions, confirmed in 
the grant of Corporation, made to the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the Borough of Sunderland. So help me God, 
and by the contents of this book." 

It will thus be seen that My Lord Bishop was head of the 
Governing power of the Town ; and it is little more than lOO 
years ago since the Bridge Committee of Sunderland when taking 
over the Ferries into their own hands, had to buy out a servant of 
the Bishop who held a lease of the Ferry. It may here be observed 
that the Ettricks held the lease from 1661 to 1795. For about 
eight hundred years St. Michael's Church was the Parish Church 
of Sunderland. Yet it never claimed the title of Sunderland 
Church, but was known as South Wearmouth, or as it was after- 
wards called. Bishop's Wearmouth, to distinguish it from the seat 
of the Monks on the North side of the river. The date of 
foundation of the Church of St. Michael's has never been ascertain- 
ed, although reference is made by early historians to the building 
of t>\'o churches on the north and south of the Wear. St. Peter's 
was built, we know, in 674, on the low lying ground of the north 
side ; and the Church of St. Michael's which is supposed to have 
been built not long after the settlement of the Benedict Monks on 
the north side, was erected on the crown of the hill overlooking 
the river and sea. It was not until the 13th century that we have 
any record of a settled ministry. During the Rectorship of 33 
ministers the old Church retained much of its ancient form, the 
architecture testifying that the structure was nearly as ancient as 
the days of Athelstan, who gave South Wear Mouth to St. Cuthbert 
about 910. In 1704 the Rev. John Smith was appointed Rector, 
and he began the alteration to the building. The spirit of unrest 
began in his time, and the reason why St. Michael's ceased to be 
the Parish Church of Sunderland, and a new Church built in 
Sunderiand proper, was the question of ownership of pews. A 
subscription for the purpose of forming a separate Parish, had 
been entered into on September 2nd, 17 12. The preamble states 
"that the inhabitants of the Parish who were owners or farmers of 
land, do in right thereof pretend to be possessed of all the pews 
or seats in Wearmouth Church insomuch that persons not so 



qualified are often indecently thrust out as intruding' into the 
property of others."* The principal reason for a new Parish, 
however, was the gradual development of the trade and commerce 
of Sunderland proper. 

Whatever may have been the shortcomings of the Stuarts, 
Charles 11 encouraged better facilities for shipping. *'ln 1669, he 
granted letters patent to Edward Andrew, empowering him to 
build a pier, erect light-houses, and cleanse the harbour at Sunder- 
land, and to raise funds for these purposes by a tonnage on 
ships."f It was this improvement in the River and Harbour that 
led to the growth of the lower portion of South Wearmouth. 
Merchants were attracted to the town, shipbuilding became one 
of the staple industries, and other branches were encouraged. It 
is not, perhaps, generally known that the offices of the first anchor- 
smith in Sunderland are yet standing in the Low Street. In 16S2, 
Ambrose Crowley was drawn to Wearside, and began to make 
anchors and chains and iron work for ships, on premises with a 
frontage on the river. The venture was not satisfactory, and he 
soon afterwards removed his works to Swalwell, where his enter- 
prise became the most famous in England. The original offices 
of Sir Ambrose Crowley's Wearside factory, may, however, yet 
be seen at the foot of Russell Street. An old stone fronted house, 
with ancient pointed windows, weather beaten, and built up, yet 
exhibiting signs of the architecture of the 17th century. In the 
memory of some now living, the building was castellated and had 
a large stone between the windows, and above the door there was 
an inscription and a carved figure with the hands clasped. 
Unfortunately all evidence of such a design has disappeared. It 
was at this period that Sunderland began to gradually improve its 
commercial position on the North East Coast, and we find that 
\ in .1719 the population had increased so much that it was found 
impossible to meet the spiritual requirements of the people at the 
ancient Church of Bishopwearmouth. An Act of Parliament was 
obtained to make a separate Parish for Sunderland. In the pre- 
amble of this Act it is stated that Sunderland contained 6000 souls ; 

i*) Surtees' History of Durham, Vol. 2» page 253. 
(t) Find^n's Ports, HafbQurs, etc. 
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and that a Church had been erected with a Vestiy room, and a 
dwelling house for a Minister or Rector to live in, upon a parcel 
of ground, part of one of the common fields of Sunderland, and 
within the Manor and Borough, called the Intack, a portion of 
the Town Moor. There is nothing attractive in the architecture of 
The Holy Trinity Church, or Sunderland Church as it is more 
frequently called, and it lacks the warm colouring which age gives 
to so many of our English Churches. But once inside the sacred 
building, it has quite an attractive appearance, and has its own 
peculiar beauties. This has been brought ' about chiefly by the 
liberality of it first Rector, the Rev. Daniel Newcombe, who spent 
the greater part of his income in beautifying and adorning the 
interior. He built a dome at the east end of the Church, in which 
stands the Altar, placing it under a canopy of inlaid work, support- 
ed in front by two fluted columns of the Corinthian order. The 
Holy Trinity Church was consecrated on September 5th, 17 19, by 
the Rev. John Robinson, Bishop of London, as Lord Crewe, Bishop 
of Durham, was unable to undertake the duties owing to the 
infirmities of old age. Dr. Mangey, aften\'ards Canon of Durham, 
preached the consecration sermon. 

A very attractive ornamentation to the interior of the Church, 
consists of the Coats of Arms in front of the three galleries — the 
Royal Arms in front of the West Gallery ; those of Lord Crewe, as 
Bishop of Durham, on the South Gallery ; and those of the Rev. John 
Robinson, Bishop of London, on the North Gallery. There is a 
most singular absence of Memorial Tablets, or Windows in the 
Church, with the single exception of the East Window to the 
memory of Mr. John Rit^on.* The onjy reason that can be 
assigned for the absence of such Memorials, is that Bishopwear- 
mouth Church was the Parish Church of the old local families. 
Yet the original founders were evidently thankful for a new Parish 
Church, when they placed Memorials to the Crown and the two 
Bishops within the building ; and according to the list of early 
expenses, the Churchwardens adopted a most remarkable method 
of shewing their appreciation of the consecration sermon, as will 
be seen by the following extract : — 
(*) The glass lor this window was manufactured at Messrs Hartley's Glassworks. 



"January 2 1 St, 1722/3 — Ordered that the Churchwardens pay 
to Mr. Guy Robson, or order, the sum of eleven pounds, eig^hteen 
shilling's, being- his bill due to him for wine sent to Dr. Mangey, 
as a present for his preaching* the Consecration Sermon." 

I am afraid there is not much likelihood of such a present of 
wine being made for a sermon now-a-days. 

The right to claim a '^Freehold" in Pews has often been 
discussed, and that such a belief is yet held, has been illustrated 
by a claim, or rather an enquiry by the representatives of the late 
Sir John Mowbray, as to the existence of a Mowbray Pew in the 
Parish Church. It is interesting to know that in our oldest Parish 
Registers, or Churchwardens' books, we find that it was usual to 
sell a piece of ground in the interior of the Church, for a family 
grave, and the family Pew to be above it. In the Register of a 
neighbouring Parish we read : — * 

"1680. Pews, No. 21, 22 and 23. These three pews above 
mentioned sold to Mr. Richard Lambton, together with a burial 
place granted him, the length of the Pews, and two yards in 
breadth." 

As burials were not allowed in Sunderland Church, except 
those of deceased Rectors, there were no grave spaces to be sold, 
fei the Pews were sold, as we learn from an entry in the Minute 
book of the vestry, under date August lOth, 1725 : — 

^'Mr. Bartholomew Wallace, at the last meeting, having 
proposed to give sixteen pounds for the third Pew in the North 
Gallery ; Mr. Thomas Dawson, twenty-two pounds for the third 
and fourth Pews in the South Middle Gallery ; Mr. George Walton, 
ten pounds for the Pews in the South Isle, No. 21 and 22; and 
Mr. Francis Bywater to ditto. No. 23, the sum of eight pounds ; 
we hereby accept their several proposals^ and appoint them 
proprietors of the same pews." 

It is an interesting feature in the Pews of Sunderland Church, 
that many of them retain the original name plates of the owners. 
An inspection of these old brass tablets recalls numerous names 
famous in the history of the town and neighbourhood. The dates 
on several of the name plates, relate to the period when the new 

(*) St. Andrew 'S| Newcastle-upon-Tyn^. 



roof was placed on the Church, some few date as far hack as 1730, 
but the majority are about 1800, when the seats would be resold 
or let. At the alteration of the Church in 1803, the Churchwardens 
were more fortunate than the majority of Church officers, for the 
cost of a new roof, tog^ether with nine new windows, was defrayed 
by the money obtained for the lead that was removed from the 
old roof which origfinally appears to have cost about £24. 

A number of old Sunderland families are represented in the 
following list of Name Plates on the Pew doors in the Church : — 



No. 



NORTH AISLE FROX KAST KND. 

No. 



67. Thos. Hunter. Oct. 1 1, 1809. 

66. Wm. Lee. 4th June, 1827. 

65. Robert Fairley. 1844. 

64. Richard Bradley. 

63. Benjamin Parker. 1820. 

62. Wm. Wiseman. 

61. Bradley C. Robinson. 



S9. Geo. Wilkinson. 

MIDDUt AISLK PROM WKST END. 



58. T. Merriman. 

57. John Vipond. 1830. 

56. B. Bray. 1806. 

55. Jno. Ness. 

54. R. F. Crossby. 14 Mar. 1847. 

52. Pryce. 1820. 

SO. G. W, Wright. 



No. 



NORTH SIDE. 



87. A. J. Moore. 

86. Martin Atmar. 

85. W. J. Barker. 

84. R. Holmes. 

83. Nicholas Johnson. 

82. Jurdison and Anderson. 

81. Robert Colling. 

80. George Mowbray, Esq. 

79. John Boyce. 28th Nov., 181 3. 

78. J. H. Shevill. 1838. 

77. Edward Hugall. 

76. Thomas Collin. 1777 

75. D. E. Oliver. 

74. E. Wylam. 

73. John Kilvinton. 1795. 



No. 

72. Thomas Richardson. 

71. William Dunn. 1828. 

SOUTH SIDE. 

105, Mr. P. Scott. 
104. William Russell, Esq. 
103. Richard Greenwell, 
loi. John Thompson. 1785. 
100. Wm. Nicholson. 1823. 

99. George Matthews. 1797. 

97. William Walker. 1847. 

96. Henry Moon. 

95. John Hunter. 

94. Richard Booth. 

91. Robert Ord. 

90. Thomas Youn^. 
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No. 

126. W. Hodgson. 1823. 

125. C. Bramwell. 

123. Ja. Crossby. 

122. William Haddock. 

121. J. A'. Monkhouse. 

120. Henry Moon. 

1 19. Jeremh. Sowerby. 

118. Ralph Jackson. 1764. 



SOUTH AISLX PKOM WIST XKD. 

No. 



1 16. Ovington k Co. 1801. 
115. Robert Hodgson. 1801. 
1 14. George Robinson, Esq. 
113. R. Bradley. 
112. E. J. Blyth. 1838. 
1 1 1. M. I. Blyth. 26th Nov., 1831. 
1 10. John Young. 1799. 
109. W. H. Douglas. 1843. 



117. Beckwith. 

On several Pews the Name Plates have been removed, but the 

impressions on the oak wood remains. 

THE GALLERY : 

NORTH SIDI FROM WEST IND. 



No. 

47. Thomas Parker. 

48. Jacob Coxon. 1795. 

49. J no. Peacock. 1808. 

50. T. Burdon. 

51. Thomas Reed. 

53. Thomas Hunter. 1807. 
59. R. French. 1828. 

63. G. Brantingham. 

64. Wm. Armstrong. 

65. Rowe. 

66. Peter Lambton. 1841. 

67. John Lord. 

68. George Lord. 

South sidi 

No. 

45. Thomas Reed, Junr. 

44. Young. 

40. William Brass. 

39. Thomas Hunter. 1817. 

38. George Spark. 1827. 

37. John Crossby. 1844. 



No. 

69. John Robson. 

o. Joseph Fisher. 

I.John Bell. 1842. 

3. Nasbet. 

4* T. Riseborough. 

5. Robert Reed. 1833. 

6. John Turner. 1778. 

7. M. Moore. 1842. 

8. Joseph Wright. 

9. Charles Thompson. 1827. 

80. Geo. Snowball. Aug. 14, 1842 

81. W, Barber. 1847. 



FROM WXST end. 

No, 

36. John Dawson. 1730. 
35. G. Spark. 1842. 
34. Russell & Melvin. 
33. M. Williams. 1842. 

George Inn. 
32. William Kirk, 



INTERIOR, EAST END, SUNDERLAND CHURCH. 
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SOUTH SIDB FROM 

No. 

31. John Ritson. 

29. John Ritson. 

28. R. Bradley. 

27. Robert Davison. 

26. A. Simpson. 

24. Greenwell. 

23. R. Bradley. 

22. John Ritson*. 

21. John Thompson. 1842. 

20. M. Hartforth. 

19. W. P. Homsby. 

18. Thos. Hardy. 



WEST BND (continued). 

No. 

17. Joseph Marks & Co. 1815. 

16. Thomas Reed. 

14. George Reed. 

1 3. John Matthews. 1 8 1 8. 

12. Thompson. 

8. James Crosby. 

7. Jn. Harrison. 

5. J. A. Hunter. 

4. H. Finch. 1847. 

3. William Lees. 1777. 

2. William Lees. 1 784. 

I. W. Russell. 



The same families have had Pews both in the Nave and in the 
Gallery, the latter would probably be the servants pews. 

In the Vestry is preserved the Brass Tablet from the Freemen's 
Pew which has been removed. The inscription reads: — "The 
property of the Freemen of the Ancient Borough of Sunderland ;*' 
with the Borough Coat of Arms underneath. 

It is one of the glories of the Sunderland Parish that so many 
benevolent parishioners have freely given large sums for charitable 
purposes, and especially for the education of the young. The 
bequests of Dame Dorothy Williamson ; Mrs. Jane Gibson and 
her sister, Mrs. Reed ; Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Robinson ; Rev. 
John Bowes ; Thomas Ogle ; Mrs. Donnison ; and Mrs. Woodcock, 
are worthy of perpetual remembrance; and although there are 
no monuments to their honour, yet their generosity has greatly 
aided the educational life of the parish, and brought comfort to 
many in their declining ye^rs. Nor were the despised Freemen 
and Stallingers unmindful of the advantages of education, as will 
be seen from a large mural tablet in the porch of the Church i^-- 

'*The Freemen and Stallingers of the Ancient Borough of 
Sunderland. By deed dated the 13th of September, 1838, and 
duly enrolled in the High Court of Chancery, have charged their 
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property for ever with the Annual payment of thirty guineas to 
the Rector of Sunderland for the time being, in trust for Trustees 
of the Parochial Schools called the Gray Schools, reserving to 
themselves and their Successors for ever, the right to have 
educated, forty-two children belonging to the Parish of Sunderland, 
being the issue of Fishermen or Seamen belonging to this Port, 
as free scholars. The patronage to be vested as follows : — 

12 Freemen to nominate 2 each - 24. 
18 Stallingers to nominate 1 each - 18. 

42. 

The Church Yard is particularly interesting. There you find 
some most remarkable epitaphs. But as I have enumerated the 
most curious in a previous publication^ there is no need to give 
any of them here. Yet the old Church-Yard, which was believed 
to be the largest in England, will ever be famous as the last 
resting place of the ancestors of the Havelock family ; and also of 
the gallant sailor. Jack Crawford. The one great regret of all 
visitors to the graves of our famous townsmen, is that the Havelock 
Monument and Iron railings are in such a dilapidated condition. 
For the honour of the town, and the memory of the great and 
good General and his no less heroic son, it is to be hoped that 
a movement will be set on foot to make the grave presentable and 
worthy of the most cherished name in Sunderland. 

The last enlargment of the Sunderland Churchyard is recorded 
on the East Wall as follows : — 

"This plot of Ground containing one acre, % was presented to 
the inhabitants of Sunderland Parish for enlarging the burial 
ground, by the Freemen and Stallingers of the Ancient Borough 
of Sunderland." 

Rev. William Webb, M.A., Rector. 
Martin Moore, ^ Churchwardens. 
Robert Holmes, ) ' ^46. 



..•(*) *<Siiaderlaad Parish Churcbyard : its Mooumeots and Epitaphs. 
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It was in 1829 that a peal of eight bells were added to the 
Church. It had originadly been intended to have only six bells, 
and the bell-loft was so constructed ; but the Rev. Robert Gray, 
Rector, made a donation of other two, hence the belfry has the 
appearance of being crowded, and it has also helped to weaken 
the wooden beams which form the frame-work of the bell-hanging. 

The following are the measurements and weights of the 
peal : — 

No. 
I Tenor 
2 

3 

4 

S 
6 

7 
8 

or a total weight of upwards of three tons of bell metal. Six of 
the bells have only the Founders name recorded upon them — 
'T. Mears, London," the two presented by the Rector have the 
following inscription : — 

T. Mears, London, Fecit. 

Rev, Robert Gray, Rector. 

Thomas Wood, Robert Young, Thomas Hodge, Churchwardens. 

LIST OF RECTORS. 



Feet. 


Inches 


Cwts. 


qrs. 


lbs. 


3 


6 wide 


14 


I 


6 


3 


3i.. 


10 





2 


3 


« „ 


8 


8 


23 


2 


lO „ 


7 





8 


2 


8i„ 


6 


I 


18 


2 


6i,. 


5 


3 


4 


2 


4i » 


4 


3 


ID 


2 


31,. 


4 


2 


10 



No. 


\ 


rears 


• 


I. — Daniel Newcombe. 


1719-1739- 


20. 




2. — Richard Swainston 


1739-1758. 


19. 




3. — George Bramwell. 


1 758- 1 762. 


4. 


Resigned for Bar 
worth-on-TMB. 


4. — John Coxon 


1762-1788. 


26. 




S- — James Smyth 


1788-1793. 


s. 




6. — John Farrer 


> 793- 1 795. 


2. 


Resigned for Stan 
wix near Carlisle. 


7. — John Hampson 


1795-1849. 


24. 




8.— -Robert Gray. 


1819-1838. 


19. 
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No. 
g. — ^William Webb 

10. — Henry Peters ... 

1 1. — Field Flowers Goe. 



12. — Richard Waters. 



Years. 

1 838- 1 848. 10. Winston-on-TMS. 

tQ-c .Q*,n ^r Keslgned from ill- 
1848- 1 873. 25. health. 



• • a • . • 



13.- Samson Barradell Smith. 



14. — Thomas Randell 



1873.1877. 

1877-1885. 
1885-1891. 



A Resiipied for 8L 
^* George's, Bloomsbanr, 
afterwards Bishop <» 
Melboome. 



Oreatham 



... • . I 



Jan. 1st, 1892. 



SBeelgned for Mas* 
• terthra of Orea( 
Hospit al. 

7. Resigned for Prin^ 
' cioalshlpofBede 
College, unr ham, 
and afterwards Master 
of Oreatham Hospital. 



It is usually an item among the historic notices of Sunderland, 
that certain families have taken their peerage titles from the town, 
there is, however, a greater honour than that of a titled nobleman, 
and that is the acquired glory of a great scholar. In this respect 
Sunderland has been greatly honoured. In the long list of Rectors 
associated with Bishopwearmouth Church, there are several names 
which are universally honoured for their learning ; but the names 
of Tobieis Matthew, John Laurence, Robert Gray, and last but 
not least, Dr. Paley, are so famous that either of them would in 
itself have won for the Parish an undying fame. 

Sunderland Church cannot boast the hoary antiquity of its 
parent Church, yet in the list of Rectors that have filled its sacred 
offices all have been men worthy of the birth-place of Bede, and 
the home of the great philosopher, Dr. Paley. In the seven 
hundred years that have seen a Rector in Bishop Wearmouth, only 
two of the Rectors were called to fill the Episcopal Chair : Tobias 
Matthew became Bishop of Durham in 1595, and Robert Gray, 
Bishop of Bristol, in 1827. In Sunderland Parish, not yet two 
hundred years old, there has also been a Bishop selected from its 
former Rectors — the Rev. Field Flowers Goe. In fact, Sunderland 
has produced more Bishops than any town in England its size. 
In our own time there have been three Bishops selected from 
Sunderland : — The Revs. F. F. Goe, W. P. Swaby, and W. B. 
Hornby. This is a great honour to the town and deserves to 
be remembered. 
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But no notice of the Rectors of Sunderland would be complete 
if special mention was not made of the life and labours of the 
Rev. Robert Gray, M.A., who for 19 years presided over the 
Parish, and in the words of the Memorial Statute placed in the 
porch of the Parish Church "His sole object was to give glory to 
God, by promoting the spiritual welfare of mankind, and diminish- 
ing the sum of human misery among the poor and distressed." 
His unremitting labour among the poor, and especially during 
the terrible plague of cholera, will ever be remembered in the 
history of Sunderland benefactors and martyrs to duty. 

I am afraid I have kept you too long in recording the most 
generally known facts relating to the history of Sunderland Parish, 
and have left no space for the record of outside influence of 
Church Work. I can only plead that the difficulty is so great 
to compress into a brief notice much that claims first attention. 
Yet one object has been secured, in making a begfinning of 
gathering together all that comes before our notice, of the past 
history of our town. If we can succeed in weaving together the 
threads of local history, and learn where best to find authentic 
information relating to the history of the town, then this attempt 
to revive local interest in the past life of Sunderland Parish will 
not have been in vain. 



SUNDERLAND SACRAMENTAL TOKENS: 

BY 

Robert Hyslop. 
Read on April 3rd, 1900. 



Many people who are acquainted with the use of sacramental 
tokens in the Presbyterian Churches of this country, have a vague 
notion that the token is peculiar to this denomination, and such 
regard it as only one more illustration of a certain mental and 
theological twist that one finds in a Scotsman's nature. 

Such an idea is common — and wrong. The custom of using 
tokens as a means of admission to the Sacraments of the Church 
did not originate in Scotland, and only came to the Presbyterian 
Church as a herit^e. 

The giving or exchanging of tokens as symbols of brotherhood, 
of love, of admission to the charmed circle of the few, dates back 
far beyond the time of accurate historical record. Vague sugges- 
tions of the custom are to be found in ancient forms of speech, in 
scraps of ancient literatures, and in both sacred and profane usage. 
Sceittered throughout the Bible are stray references which point 
to the prevalence of an equivalent custom in earliest Biblical times. 
And in Roman and Grecian literature mention is often made of 
symbols of recognition, of passports from one society to another, 
of tokens given or exchanged as evidences of fidelity and trust 

For back in the dim past there were, as now, castes and 
"upper-tens." There were societies, secret guilds, brotherhoods 
and even "submerged tenths" ! Then, too, as now, there were 
marks, passwords, and tokens, by which the choice and elect spirit 
could recognise his fellow. In all the religions of history 
there seem to have been inner circles, who jealously guarded 
their mysteries from the vulgar gaze. The old Roman civil- 
ization e.g., was saturated with this spirit of exclusiveness. In all 
communities, civilized and barbarian, society divides itself into the 
select Few and the vulgar Many. And when one comes to think 
of it, a large part of some people's life is used up in endeavour- 
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ing to obtain a position amongst the Few, or in trying to keep 
others from doing so ! All these divisions have their symbol of 
exclusion, their token of admission. It has come even into the 
social and family life, and I suppose the giving or exchanging of 
an engagement or wedding ring is but a romantic application of 
the same symbolism. 

The ^lite of Roman Society, in the glorious days of its ascend- 
ancy, was divided and sub-divided into such castes and guilds. 
Each of these had its emblem of membership, its *'tesserae" or 
tokens. For instance, groups of friends, or of families, bound 
together by the closest ties of friendship and love, had their 
"tesserae hospitales," which formed a sort of freemasonry amongst 
them, entitling the holder to a claim on the protection of all 
similarly possessed. These "tesserae" bound the families for 
generations. Then, too, those learned in the occult things ot 
nature, or of art, had their tokens, which gave them access to the 
meetings, and a right to share in the deeper mysteries of their 
creed or craft. 

So when the Christian Church arose and was grafted on the 
established civilisation of Rome, the practice would find easy ex- 
pression in many phases of church life. In the persecutions of the 
early centuries, when some safeguard had to be adopted by thefeiith- 
ful few, to prevent espionage or treachery, what more natural than 
that they should adopt symbols and tokens already familiar to them 
in ordinary life, as something to render their sacred services more 
secure from the profanation of the godless or the sacrilege 
of the persecutor ? 

It will be remembered that the early Church soon revealed a 
tendency to develop an intricate form of mysticism from the 
simpler dogmas of the earlier faith. We know from references in 
the Epistle to the Galatians that some of the heresies of the 
primitive church were coloured by the esoteric teaching and 
practices of select philosophers, and when this tendency began 
to take shape, it would be quite natural to adopt the custom of those 
exclusive assemblies and admit to the inner, deeper mysteries, 
only those armed with the token of occultism ? Each society, each 
cult would have its distinguishing mark, its token of admission, 
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to the secret and jealously guarded meetingfs of the elect. Indeed 
it is said that one of these societies, the "Fidgles," set a guard at the 
door of the room in which they celebrated Holy Communion. Is 
there not in this, the germ of that inner and exclusive spirit with 
which the token-using Churches have observed their Sacraments ? 

Of course, this is largely a surmise, because there is no definite 
historical information about the origin of the sacramental token. Its 
antiquity can be established, but its origin is lost in the interwoven 
lines of a custom, sometimes only local and spasmodic. 

It is certain however, that from an early date the use of 
sacramental tokens had been established in the Church. And this 
not only in the Protestant and Reformed Churches. Indeed the 
token has come down to us in the first instance from the un- 
reformed Roman Church. Whether it was ever a universal 
practice in that Church to safeguard its Holy Communion by 
admission by token, I am not able to say. Presumably not, for 
its claim to be the universal Church might on such usage be called 
in question. But it seems indisputable that in different countries 
and in various localities the Roman Church did use sacramental 
tokens. It has been suggested as an explanation of the practice, 
that it originally began in the jealousies of the different Religious. 
That these jealousies and distrusts did exist between different 
Orders^ needs no proof here. It is said that a monk or confessor 
would issue these tokens, sometimes written, sometimes only a 
seal, other times a tablet of brass or lead, to his penitent, in order 
to distinguish him or introduce him to the notice and care of 
another member of the same Order. An American Father 
Superior assures the compiler of a book on tokens, that even now 
'Communion certificates are given in Bavaria," and adds that 
'*The Chapter of St. Peter's in Rome issued in one year 30,000 of 
these certificates." 

In France, one of the surest "spheres of influence" of the 
Roman Catholic Church, communion tokens are by no means a 
rarity. The French Hugenots used sacramental tokens, and in 
Germany their use has also been traced. In both of these 
countries such use can only have come from the Roman Church, 
as it did in Scotland about the same time. 
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Of course it is in the Reformed Churches that the sacramental 
token has been chiefly adopted. The explanation is not difficult 
to determine. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, reform- 
ation meant persecution, and this in all religious communities. It 
soon became necessary therefore to adopt, as the early Christians 
of the first and second centuries had done, a means of identification 
of those who were on this side or that. So we find it quite a 
common custom amongst the reformed churches of the sixteenth 
century to safe-guard the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ever 
the supreme observance of the Christian Church, and to prevent 
from communicating, those deemed unworthy. 

In France, Germany and Holland, sacramental tokens were in 
use at the beginning of the seventeenth century. In 1605, 
the Presbytery of Geneva decided to have sacramental tokens, 
"according to the custom of the French Churches." A minister 
in PcU-is, I learn from a book issued in New York,^ published a 
description of 41 tokens used by the reformed communions. In 
Amsterdam!, some of the tokens still preserved date back to the 
year 1700. 

In England, the use of the sacramental token seems to have 
differed considerably from that in the other Churches of the 
Reformation. I have not been able to find any reference shewing 
them to have been used exclusively for admission to the Sacra- 
ments of the Church, as they were in Scotland. There are still in 
existence, I am told, "token books" used at the church of St. 
Saviour's, Southwark, and these books suggest that the main 
purpose of the names being registered, was, that the people should 
be forced to communicate. The church register of St. Peter's, 
Norwich, records the use of tokens, and gives details of the cost 

of moulding, thus : — 

£ s. d. 
1632 — Paid for moulds to cast tokens in o 4 o 

1640 — Paid to Thos. Turner for 300 tokens 030. 

In searph of information on this subject, I wrote to the Rev. 
Canon Baily, at one time of Pallion, now rector of Ryton-on-Tyne. 

(*) "The Story of the Token," by Robert Shiells, published by John Ireland, 
Broadway, New York, to which I am indebted for many of the historical 
reference) in this paper. 
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He very courteously sent me a copy of a paper he had read before 
the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in which 
reference is made to the use of sacramental tokens in the parish 
ofRyton. It is under date 1595, that the Rev. Francis Bunnye 
appears as rector of the parish. "Bunnye, who was a very strong 
Puritan, very zealous in the way he professed, a great admirer of 
John Calvin, a constant preacher, charitable, and a stiff enemy to 
Popery, records under this year the use of tokens in connection 
with Holy Communion His record runs thus : — 

"Upo' Palme Sunday, Reed. 80 tokens, and then of 

Chopwell House and such as gaue in no tokens, 20 p'sons. 

.... At John Jollyes upon Tuesday after 8 tokens. 

Wedinsday — At Cuthbart Swinburns xiij communicants. 

Thursday — Rec. 96 tokens. 

Easter Day — Com'unicants iiij (? 400) lacking* 5 tokens," 

and so on. 
Canon Baily, had his attention drawn to some passages in the 
publications of the Surtees Society, which threw an explanatory 
light on the use of tokens in the Church of England. It seems 
from these passages (vol xxxiv., p. 96,) that the tokens were given 
as receipts for the payment of Easter dues, and were to be 
produced "at the tyme of the administration of the sacrament," so 
that defaulters might then and there be made to pay their dues.^ 

In the Surtees publications, some very singular proceedings 
are chronicled in relation to this custom. These Easter dues 
belonged, of course, to the incumbent of the parish, and were 
usually collected by him. But to obviate the trouble of collection, 
the incumbent sometimes "farmed " out the dues, and abuses 
frequently arose, by the agents or farmers seizing the psycho- 
logical moment when the Sacrament was to be solemnized, as 
the most convenient time to collect their dues. For instance, at 
Easter, 1627, in the parish church of Alwinton, a great disorder 
arose through the collection of these dues in the church. So 
great was the scandal, that proceedings were taken against John 
Hearon and others for "prophanacion of the Sacraments." 

(*) Might it not be, that the more strictly religious use that the then rector of 
Ryton attached to the token was due to the influence that John Calvin's 
doctrines — logical, austere, stern and exclusive — had upon his mind ? 
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Another instance is recorded of a disturbance arising in the 
church of St Mary, North Bailey, Durham, at Easter, 1634. On 
this occasion the offender was John Richardson, who ''had pro- 
cured letters of sequestration of the said rectorie/' It was deponed 
at the trial that a previous ''farmer" named Johnson, "tooke 
'* Easter reckeninges of such people as received Holie 
"Communion, and there accompted with them and 
"delivered and received tokens of them, as is used in 
" other parishes," Ac. 

These extracts suggest that the sacramental token had at that 
time a n;ieaning and use distinct from that of the Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, but the association of the token with Holy 
Communion seems to indicate a common origin. In Scotland, 
moreover, evidences still exist, proving that in the Scottish 
Episcopal Church the token was used identically with the Presby- 
terian custom. There is in existence a token dated 1750, of St. 
Andrew's Episcopal Chapel, Glasgow, and it is said to have been 
used for admission to the Sacrament.^ 

It was, of course, in Scotland that the sacramental token came 
most into use, and where it remained longest There is in the 
nature of the Scottish nation a strong vein of conservatism, and 
in nothing was this more marked than in their religious practices 
and beliefs. Dour and unresponsive as the Scot is popularly 
believed to be, there is also in him much sentiment ; revealing 
itself most strongly in the reverential regard in which he holds 
the usages of his church and denomination. The Scot is not 
easily impressed, but when impressed, the impression remains. 
When the Reformation began in Scotland, say about the year 
1560, it found many religious practices and superstitutions hard 
ingrained into the national life, and some of these were brought 
over into the reformed church. Popery was condemned, but there 
have probably been no people under the sun more prone to the 
principle of obedience to appointed authority. Superstitions 

(♦) In his exceUent account of "Scottish Communion Tokens" of the Non- 
Established Churches, just published (August, 190a), the Rev. R. Dick {F.S.A., 
Scot.) gives a list of such tokens used in Episcopal Churches, 



21 

were condemned^ yet the reformed church drew around it 
much of the same blind superstition as existed in the pre-reforma- 
tion period. 

It was not surprising, therefore, to find in Scotland an almost 
superstitious reverence for " the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper." 
Around it have grown many of the most characteristic traits of the 
people. It has stamped itself upon the national life, the religion, 
the politics, the art and poetry of Scotland. All that is deepest 
and best in the nation has gathered itself round this religious 
celebration. Perhaps nowhere else can be found, €is is found in 
Scotland, an illustration of how the very genius of a race, its 
ideals, its art, its very aspirations, can be coloured by its theo- 
logical system. 

To begin with, "the Sacrament" was seldom celebrated. Up 
till recently there were only two celebrations in the year, viz. ; one 
in summer, and another in winter. Each of these came with a 
solemnity and freshness upon the people. They recognised "the 
Sacraments" as times of religious examination. The Church 
held firm sway over lives of men and women, but exercised its 
discipline most effectively on these solemn occasions. Men looked 
forward to them as to a day of reckoning, a miniature Judgment. 
The reckless or careless liver braced himself up for a great moral 
effort in anticipation of the half-yearly Sacrament. For to be 
refused admission was to have a stigma placed, not only upon his 
own personal character, but also upon the reputation of his family. 

And the outward and visible symbols of all this were the 
sacramental tokens. They were distributed to intending com- 
municants on the Thursday before the communion — the Fast Day 
as it was called. The Fast Day was really a remnant of pre- 
Reformation times, but it was only a fast in name. Its chief 
religious function was not "fasting," but a very strict enforcement 
of the Sabbath rule, and a rigorous attention to two or three 
religious services. It was at one of these that the tokens were 
distributed. The minister and session grouped themselves in 
front of the pulpit, and the members of the congregation filed 
solemnly before them. The Minister placed the token in the hand 
of each member, giving one to this man, and refusing one to that, 
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as the session in conclave had previously determined. To receive 
a token thus publicly, was a certificate that a man had "lived 
worthily." To be refused was — whatever a curious and gossiping- 
public had the mind to suggest I 

It was a solemn day both for congregation and minister. One 
minister affirmed, "that he never gave a token of admission to the 
Lord's Supper without a trembling hand and a throbbing heart.'* 

In Bosweirs "Life of Johnson" we read : — 

"Mrs. McAulay received us, and told us that her husband was 
in church distributing tokens." In Croker's edition it is added 
that this was "a species of priestly power, and might be abused." 

No doubt the power was occasionally abused. In "Auld Licht 
Idylls," Mr. Barrie gives a very faithful description of what took 
place in the Auld Licht Kirk, of Thrums, and the scene is a 
typical one. "When the service ended," he says, "the members 
"hied in at one door and out at another, passing on their way Mr. 
"Dishart and his elders, who dispensed tokens. Without a token 
"no one could take the Sacrament on the coming Sabbath, and 
"many a member has Mr. Dishart made miserable by refusing 
"him his token for gathering wild flowers, say, on a Lord's Day 
" (as testified by another member). Women were lost who cooked 
"dinners on the Sabbath, or took to coloured ribbons, or absented 
"themselves from church without cause. On the Fast Day, fists 
"were shaken at Mr. Dishart as he walked sternly homewards, 
"but he was undismayed." 

The token was indeed a coveted possession, and was highly 
prized. Cases are on record of men being up before the session 
for selling their tokens to some one else who had been refused 
one, and these cases were most severely dealt with. It was worse 
than simony : it was nearly equal to the sin of Esau in selling his 
birth-right 1 

The earliest tokens in Scotland are dated about the reign of 
Charles I., though records mention them as early as 1590. Indeed, 
in the "Register of St. Andrew's Kirk Session," mention is made 
of a man having received in May, 1590, forty shillings for making 
"irons for striking of the tokens to the Communion." But these 



23 

ly tokens are lost, doubtless owing to the troublous period 
rough which the nation passed in the days of the Stuart kings. 

In the "Order for the Administration of Holy Communion," 
ed in 1635, in connection with the Reformed Church of Scotland 
instruction is given that intending communicants "shall receive 
eir tokens from the minister the night before." Thereafter the 
se of tokens seems to have become general. And/from the 
Scottish practice has grown up that of all the other Presbyterian 
hurches throughout the world. In Ireland, in Australia and New 
Zealand, in the United States amd in Canada, tokens have been 
used exactly as they were in Scotland. And an interesting 
collection of sacramental tokens could be made from these countries. 

In England, the practice was almost indentical to that in 
Scotland. Most of the Presbyterian Churches in England owed 
their origin to Scottish influence, to the evangelising zeal of the 
Scottish Presbyterians. After the decadence of Presbyterianism 
in England at the time of the Commonwealth, it was Scottish 
inQuence and determination that kept the ''ism " alive. 

In Sunderland, we are entirely indebted to Scotland for the 
Presbyterianism existing, and naturally the Sunderland tokens 
follow the Scottish models very closely. 

From the "impressions" I have circulated a general idea will 
be obtained of what the sacramental tokens were like. In other 
places they were occasionally made of ivory, silver, or even 
leather, but here they were all of lead or metal. A token was 
really a metal lozenge, but it was more. It was a certificate of 
personal virtue. It was the Confession of Faith precipitated into 
a metal tablet. From its generally being dated it formed a valu- 
able link in church history. 

The shape was round, square, oblong, oval, rectangular or tri- 
angular. In this particular, Sunderland seems to have struck out a 
line of its own. Referring to the "impression," it will be noticed that 
No. I, 2, 3 and 12 are oval, whilst Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 1 1, are oblong 
or square, and No. 9 is a modification of both. It is curious that 
these oval tokens* should all belong to the Secessionist branch of 
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and the oblong and square 
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to the Established Church. I was interested in this question of 
shape, especially as a principle seemed to underlie it. No. 6, for 
instance, is square. It is a drawing of the token of Maling's Rigg 
Presbyterian congregation. This congregation belonged to the 
Established Church of Scotland. But in 1844 it migrated to 
Bethany, in Hedworth Terrace, and at the same time it seceded to 
one of the denominations which three years later was to form the 
U.P. Church. And the Bethany congregation at once changed its 
token from a square shape to an oval I And yet in Scotland no 
such distinction existed. I rather suspect the keeping up ot 

two distinct shapes in Sunderland was largely due to that spirit ot 

« 

religious narrowness which now and again separates communities 
of an identical faith. 

The tokens were often adorned with a device. Some would 
have the "Bush that burned but was not consumed," with the 
motto "Nee Tamen Consumebatur" — recognised throughout the 
world as almost a Presbyterian possession. Others had the 
emblem of the Dove, others perhaps a cutting of the church. 
Most had some appropriate text, as in Nos. 9 and 12. 

For the most part these tokens were cast locally, but unfortu- 
nately few of the church records make any mention of their being 
cast, or of the cost. I have here the mould for No. 2, which was 
kept by a member of the congregation, who, probably, also cast 
them himself. 

The arrangement on the "impression" is not chronological. 

The oldest token is No. 4. It belonged to the first Presbyterian 
congregation in Sunderland. This congregation worshipped in 
Robinson's Lane, where Hartley Street now stands. It originated 
in some dispute in the old Com Market Chapel, which was a 
church of Protestant Dissenters. The cause of the dispute was 
whether hymns should be sung in public worship. Those adher- 
ing to the Scottish practice of singing only " David's psalms to 
David's tunes," broke off, and formed a separate congregation. 
At first they met in a room at the head of Pewterer's Lane, npw 
Lombard Street. In 1738, ground was purchased for a church 
and manse in Robinson's Lane, and these were erected in 1739. 
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The congregation worshipped there until 1825, when they built 
St. George's, in Villiers Street. 

The token is dated 1775. The obverse contains the letters 
"M.H., R.L.," that is, "Meeting House, Robinson's Lane," and 
on the reverse is the date 1775 — clearly the date when the token 
was cast, as there was no ministerial change in or about that year. 
It is doubtful whether any token existed prior to this. If so, no 
trace of it can be found. The lineal descendant of No. 4 is No. 
10. This was struck to celebrate the migration to St. George's in 
1825. It wcLS in that year that the church and schools were built, 
during the ministry of the Rev. John T. Paterson, who was 
minister of the congregation from 1821 to 1866, when he resigned. 

The next group consists of Nos. 5, 7, 8 and 11. These all 
belong to what is now North Bridge Street Church, of which the 
Rev. J. T. Middlemiss is the esteemed minister. 

This congregation was an off-shoot from that in Robinson's 
Lane. At that early date there was no bridge across the Wear, 
but the ardent Presbyters on the north side of the river were wont 
to ferry over to attend the church of their fathers. One stormy 
Sunday, however, the boat capsized, and several lives were lost 
This was in 1 777. The north-siders immediately took steps to 
organise themselves into a separate congregation, and next year 
they built a church in the Rope Walk, near to Yorke Street. 
Then it was in the midst of green fields and trees. To-day Yorke 
Street is not The first minister was the Rev. James Hope, 
who was "called" on June 7th, 1778. The first token. No. 5, was 
cast in the following year. The obverse has the letters " M. W. 
M. H.," meaning "Monk-Wearmouth Meeting House." This is 
slightly altered from the design of its neighbour. No 4, which 
gives precedence to the "M. H." Probably the Rope Walk 
people placed the " M. W." first, either to shew that they had 
ideas of their own, or to patriotically push Monk-Weamouth to 
the front — a desire, I believe, that still operates in the minds of 
their descendants I On the reverse are the date and the initials of 
the minister. 

Two years dapse and another token is struck. I imagine 
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Mr. Hope to have been a man of resource and fond of innovations, 
for in this latest token he strikes out in a direction entirely new. 
On the obverse of No. 7, he places the letters " H. M. N. S.," 
which, being interpreted, means "House of Meeting, North Shore," 
discarding the "Monk-Wearmouth" altogether, and flashing away 
from the conventional "Meeting House." Or is the reversing of 
the letters due to lack of care in making the mould ? It would be 
interesting to learn what was the cause of this second coinage 
only two years after the first. It could not be surely that the first 
tokens had become "debased" ! * 

Yet another issue is made in 1821 (No. 8,) under the ministry 
of the Rev. W. McKenzie. Again a change is made on the 
obverse. " Meeting House " is discarded completely, and the 
colloquial, but incorrect expression, " Scotch Church," subtituted. 
The "North Shore" however, is retained. The final issue 
was in 1869 (No. 11,) when the Rev. Jno. Black was the 
minister. There are probably several here who remember Mr. 
Black* He became general secretary of the Presbyterian Church 
of England, and a man of note in the denomination. Mr. Black 
retains the letters "S. C." on the obverse, which rather surprises 
me, for he was a man of accuracy and literary taste, but 
discarding the "N.S." and returns to the original "M.W." 

The oldest token in the Secession or oval group, is No. i. 
The date on the obverse is 1837, ^^ 72 years after the congregation 
was formed. I have not been able to £Lscertain whether there 
were any tokens struck in the interval, but I am inclined to think 
not Such church records as exist make no mention of them, but 
there are long silences in these records, showing that in those 
days it was considered quite a subordinate thing to preserve 
material for the building up of local history. 

The congregation was the second Presbyterian congregation 
in Sunderland, the other being that in Robinson's Lane, associ- 
ated with the Established Church of Scotland. But the great 
Secession movement was making headway in Scotland, and its 

(*) In his catalogue of English Presbyterian Tokens, published early in 1902^ 
Mr. E.F. Herdman, Morpeth, claims this token for North Shields, but if he is right, 
it is rather curious that these tokens (No. 7), should have been in regular use at 
North Bridge Street, Sunderland. 
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ripples reached even to Sunderland. The Secession Church of 
Scotland originated in the question of the spiritual independence 
of the Church, and the added question whether its professors 
might teach certain doctrines and yet retain their positions. A 
small number of men. led by the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine, left the 
Establishment and formed another Church. This was in 173S, 
but it was not until 1765 that Sunderland was influenced by it 
"Then the Rev. Jno^ Brown, of Haddington, father of the author of 
"Rab and his Friends," came to England on a tour of evangeliz- 
ation, and, visiting Sunderland, preached in the theatre, with the 
result that a branch of the Secession, or, as its more correct name 
was, the Associate Church, was formed. Within a year the young 
congregation had built a church in Spring Garden Lane, capable 
of accommodating 800 persons. Its first minister was the Rev. Jas. 
Waugh, and its second the Rev. Thos. Mason. Mr. Mason's 
descendants still live in the town. His sons, Dr. Peter and Dr. 
Hamilton Mason, may possibly be remembered by some of the 
older men present. Mr. Mason held the pastorate from 1787 to 
1824, and, of course, during his ministry the usual split occurred in 
the congregation. He was succeeded later by the Rev. Jno. 
Parker, whom we all well remember. Mr. Parker was ordained 
in 1835, and soon thereafter had a token struck. The obverse is 
dated 1837, ^^^ t^® reverse 1835. These are the dates of the 
token being cast and Mr. Parker's ordination respectively. The 
congregation worshipped in Spring Garden Lane until 1843, when 
they removed to Smyrna. In taking possession of the buildings 
they acquired also the communion plate and tokens. After that 
the congregation used token No. 2 — of which more presently. 

The next in order is No. 3. It belonged to Union, later Trinity 
congregation. This congregation was formed by the disruption 
already referred to, which took place at Spring Garden Lane 
during the ministry of the Rev. Thos. Mason. After Mr. Mason 
had been there some 34 years, his natural strength began to fail, 
and some of the more eager members raised the question of a 
colleague and successor. Mr. Mason resented this. His stipend 
was only £80 a year, and he had 22 children. His opposition was 
natural i So hot did the dispute become that the Presbytery inter* 
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vened and disjoined those asking for a colleagfue. They seceded 
in 1 82 1 and built a church in Coronation Street This they called 
Union, in commemoration of the union which had been effected 
between the Burgher and Anti-Burgher branches of the Secession 
Church of Scotland. 

The first minister was the Rev. David Duncan, ordained in 
1822. The token No. 3 was struck, and the reverse bears his 
name and the date. It is worthy of note, that on the obverse is 
the inscription "United Secession Church, Sunderland." One 
might conclude from this that there was only one "Secession" 
congregation in the town. The Union people seem to have com- 
pletely ignored the existence of the parent congregation left in 
Spring Garden Lane ! * 

This congregation did not live long without, in its turn, suffer- 
ing disruption. It is the fate of most Presbyterian causes. Mr. 
Duncan died in 1829, and a rare commotion ensued over the 
election of his successor. Though it is one of the most humorous 
and curious chapters of local church life, I cannot enter upon it 
here, further than to say, that again the Presbytery intervened and 
and formed the malcontents into a separate charge. Union 
congregation then called the Rev. James Muir and a token was 
struck in 1831. Specimens of these are rare and I could not 
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obtain one when the accompanying plates were made. Through 
the kindness of Mr. W. Ngrman, Newcastle, I have since obtained 
one, a cutting of which I give above. The minority "hived off" 
and built a church in Smyrna Place. They called as their first 
minister the Rev. Patrick Robertson. This was in 1831, and in 
the following year token No. 2 was cast The obverse bears the 
title " United Associate Congregation, Secession Church" — a some- 




* It has occurred to me since writing the above that an explanation may be, 
that " United " is an enor for *< Union.'* If this be so, then no barm was 
intended. — R.H. 
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what cumbrous attempt to be exact in the definition of the new 
cause. But here, as in the case of Union, individual fancy ruled. 
This made three Secession churches in Sunderland, each a secession 
from the other, and, of course, all within a stone's throw of the rest. 

The Smyrna congregation had a troubled existence, and was 
finally dissolved in 1843, when the Rev. Jno. Parker moved from 
Spring Garden Lane and took possession, as already stated. 

We now come to No. 6. This is only a drawing of the token. 
It belonged to Maling's Rigg congregation. • No token can now 
be found, but Mr. J. G. Morris, of the River Wear Commission, 
drew this, and assures me that it is a correct representation of 
the old Maling's Rigg token. The obverse bore simply the 
letters " M. R.," and the reverse was blank. By an error on the 
part of the photographer the reverse is here shewn as identical 
with the obverse. 

The Maling's Rigg congregation was formed in connection 
with the preaching of a Mr. Knipe, in Monkwearmouth, about 
the year 1777, and met at first in Ropery Lane. It was not 
exactly Presbyterian, but wavered between it and Independency. 
About the year 1 791, it seems to have become identified with the 
Newcastle Class, and practically became a congregation of the 
Church of Scotland. In 1844, however, they seceded from 
the Church of Scotland and joined the Secession Church, 
calling, as their first minister, the Rev. Jno. Morris, of Houghton- 
le-Spring. In 1856, the congregation removed to Bethany, in 
Hedworth Terrace, and a token was struck which unfortunately 
bears no date. You will notice, that whilst in connection with the 
Church of Scotland the Maling's Rigg token was square, when 
the congregation became connected with the Secession Church 
the token was altered to an oval shape, following the peculiar 
local rule already referred to. The inscription on the obverse is 
" Bethany United Presbyterian Church, Sunderland." All the 
Secession congregations were similarly named after 1847, 
when the two original dissenting bodies in Scotland, the Assoc- 
iate and Relief Churches, were united, forming the United 
Presbyterian or U.P. Church. The congregations at Smyrna, 
Union, and Bethany, belonged to this denomination, whilst 
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those of St. George's and North Bridge Street were in sympathy 
with the Free Church of Scotland. 

The only remaining token is No. 9, that of Hamilton Street, 
Monkwearmouth, now St. Stephen's Bridge-end. This was an 
off-shoot from Union, now Trinity, and arose in 1827, much as 
the Rope Walk congregation had done exactly 50 years before, 
viz. : — on a question of crossing the river to worship. Some of 
the Secession members on the north-side demurred to coming 
over to Coronation Street to worship, and, moving in the matter, 
the members obtained the sanction of the Newcastle Secession 
Presbytery to build a church in Hamilton Street in 1827. 

In 1829, they called as minister the Rev. Chas. Johnson. 
His son became Professor of Biblical Criticism in the University 
of Aberdeen, and his dispute with his students, culminating in 
his retirement (being advised thereto by the Privy Council), and 
his recent death will be remembered by you all. 

There does not seem to have been any token struck until 
1 85 1 — for what reason I am unable to say. 

The token on the "impression" was cast just the year after 
the Rev. Chas. Johnson's death. This occurred in 1850. He 
was buried in the porch of Hamilton Street church. When in 
1 87 1, the building became St. Cuthbert's Church of England, 
the vicar, the Rev. W. A. M'Gonigle, kindly arranged to have 
the place of interment marked with the letters '*C. J.," and so I 
believe it remains to this day. The congregation removed in 
1 87 1 to the end of the Bridge, where they still worship. The 
only noticeable feature about token No. 9 is the modification of 
the local rule that Secessionist tokens should be* oval, and the 
rest square. With its clipped comers. No. 9 may stand for either. 
Alone, amongst the rest, this token has the two Sacramental 
texts so often seen on Scottish tokens. 

All these tokens are now obsolete. In their place Com- 
munion cards are used. This change was resented by many 
of the older people, but it is noteworthy that in adopting cards, 
the churches have only reverted to the primitive form of 
Communion tokens, for tickets are spoken of in all the reformed 
Churches long ere the word '* token" appears. 



A PEEP INTO AN OLD MONKWEARMOUTH 

RATE BOOK, 

By the Rev. J. T. Middlxmiss, 
Read on December 4th^ igcx). 



There came into my^ands recently a Monkwearmouth Rate 
Book, the first entry in which is dated 1776, almost a century and 
a quarter ago. Believing that a peep into this book will be of 
interest to the members of this Society, I invite you to take a 
look with me. Let me first of all, however, give you some of the 
general impressions made upon me by a perusal of the volume 
from cover to cover. These impressions are most favourable : — 

fst. — I have been struck with the business-like manner in 
which our great-great-grandfathers discharged this part of their 
work as well as with the careful way in which they recorded their 
transactions. 

2nd. — The language, in which their motions and resolutions 
are framed, is so exact, technical, particular and comprehensive, 
that one almost envies their skill. Indeed, I am disposed to 
afBrm that it is not surpassed in the records of any society 
existent among us. 

3rd. — The caligraphy is generally good, some of it very neat, 
though scarcely of the order which is taught in the Board Schools 
of our day. 

4th, — The orthography indicates originality. There is no 
reduction to a common denominator. There is no conformity 
to a general standard. Our forefathers, in spelling words, were 
not hide-bound. They were not dictated to by such a thing as a 
Standard or Imperial dictionary. One cannot but admire their 
Individuality, independence and freedom from restraint. 

On the whole the educational standard indicated is of good 
degree, and perhaps this is what one might expect. It is in the- 
northem sky that we look for lights, and it is a tradition in this 
town that, the lights which have shone brightest in these parts 
have been kindled on the North side of the water. 
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Opening^ the old tome the first thing that meets the eye is 
perhaps the most beautiful thing it contains. In clear well 
formed writing we read — 

"Instructions for Overseers of the Poor taken from the 

Holy Bible." 
I do not know, Mr. President, but I have an impression that 
we do not now-a-days send our Overseers of the Poor to take 
their first instruction from the sacred volume. Perhaps it is 
taken for granted, perhaps not. 

These instructions are fifteen in number with an addendum. 
The following are some of the instructions : — 

I . — At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a release, 

2. — And this is the manner of the release : Every creditor that 
iendeth ought unto his neighbour shall release it, he shall not 
exact it of his neighbour or of his brother, because it is called the 
Lord's release. 

3. — Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it again : but that which 
is thine with thy brother thine hand shall release. 

4. — Save when there shall be a poor man among you : for 
the Lord shall greatly bless you in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it. 

7. — If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren, 

within any of thy gates thou shalt not harden 

thy heart nor shut thy hand from thy poor brother. 

8. — But thou shalt open thy hand wide unto him, and shalt 
surely lend him sufficient for his need in that which he wanteth. 

9.- -Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, 
saying, the seventh year, the year of release, is at hand, and thine 
eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought, 
and he cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto thee. 

12.— Thou shalt surely give him liberally out of thy flock, and 
out of thy floor, and out of thy wine press : of that wherewith the 
Lord thy God hath blessed thee, thou shalt give unto him. 
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IS. — ^Then shall thy light break forth as the mornings and 
thine health shall spring forth speedily, and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee, the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward, 
(rereward ?) 

The addendum to which I made reference is as follows: — 
"Remember the rich man and Lazarus, how the former fared 
sumptuously every day and the latter perishing for want" Such, 
Mr. President, were some of the instructions given in Monkwear- 
mouth to overseers of the poor about a century and a quarter ago. 
They constitute a free application of Jewish methods to a Gentile 
people, and so far as my experience goes they are unique. It 
would be interesting to know if there is an)rthing of a like 
character in the poor law records of the North of England. 

We may take for granted that this book contains the names of 
almost all the householders in Monkwearmouth Shore at that time. 
Among those I have noted in connection with the paying of rates, 
names not unknown in Monkwearmouth or Sunderland to-day, 
are the following : — Richard Pemberton, Mark Westoll, James 
Crown, William Lamb, William Greenwell, Robert Swan, 
Matthew Broderick, Cresswell Bell, William Eggleston, John 
Nicholson, Wm. Hutchinson, Thomas Scaling, Ann Todd, John 
Wake, Thomas Hunter, Thomas Robson, Robt. Metcalfe, Wm. 
Errington, Robt. Cairns, Michael Harrison, Thomas Rider, John 
Haswell, and Samuel Stephenson. 

The largest ratepayers about this time were evidently John 
Stafford, who paid rates on the rental of a brewery, a raff-yard, 
a ropery, and on land, and Elizabeth Wandless, who paid for 
land and a quay. The said John Stafford, was probably the well 
known Squire Stafford, who lived in a large house, situated at 
the south west corner of Fulwell Road, on whose site the works 
of Messrs. Speeding and Craven now stand, and in front of 
which stood the two figures, locally known as the ''Babbies," 
which now have a place in Roker Park. The said Eliz. Wandless 
seems to have been always summoned to the meetings. She 
was generally present and she appears not to have been able to 
write her name but adds her mark« 
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Here Is the assessment for the year 1777: — "An assessment 
for the necessary relief of the poor, and other purposes in the 
several acts of Parliament mentioned, being the rate for the relief 
of the poor in the township of Monkwearmouth Shore, in the Parish 
of Monkwearmouth, in the County of Ehirham, made and assessed 
this — day of April, 1777, in Easter week for one year, that is to 
and with Easter week, 1778. Rentals 6d per pound per month, and 
|d. and i of a farthing per keel per month for every keel the ship 
carries, and a penny three farthings per month for every fittage 
and ballast keels." 

The rental, or rateable value of Monkwearmouth Shore for 
that year, was £1176 ss. The monthly rate amounted to 
£30 I2S. I id., which included the assessment on 293 ships keels, 
and 29 littage keels. There were in the year 1777, 174 ratepayers 
in Monkwearmouth Shore district, and the amount paid in relief 
was about £10 per month. As the comparison may be interesting 
I may state that in 1900 in Monkwearmouth Shore Ward there 
were 1580 names on the Burgess List, and the sum distributed in 
relief comes to £140 per month. 

It would seem that the assessment was read smnually in the 
parish church by the clerk, whether in place of the sermon or not 
I cannot say. The following is the minute relating to this matter : 
"I hereby certify, whom it may concern, that the rates in the 
preceding pages were read by me in the parish church of Monk- 
wearmouth, in the time of divine service, the 6th day of April, 
1777, by me, Sach. Crawford, parish clerk." 

The parish clerk in 1779, and for some years after, was one 
John Roxby. For reading the rate in the parish church the clerk 
received one shilling. One has no means of ascertaining how 
that particular service was attended, but probably a good number 
of ratepayers would put in an appearance. So far as I am aware 
there was no other church in the parish save St. Peter's at that 
time. In this very year, 1777, the Scotch Church as it was then 
called, now North Bridge Street Presbyterian Church, was founded. 
The Vicar of Monkwearmouth at this time was one Jonathan Ivison, 
who signs himself, Jona. Ivison, minister. 

The following minute records the selection of a parish doctor, 
and adds several particulars : — 
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''We the Church-wardens, Overseers, and principal inhabitants 
of the Township of Monkwearmouth Shore, and others interested 
therein, having met at a bye-law to choose a doctor to attend the 
poor that receive cess towards their maintenance, Mr. Edward 
Watson and Mr. Michael Harrison were both mentioned. It was 
put to the ballot which of the two should be chosen, and a majority 
appeared in favour of Edward Watson. It was therefore agreed 
by the said majority that the said Ed. Watson shall have charge of 
the said poor, allowing him (for his trouble, drugs, and others 
matters he may find for them, and for all disorders the said poor 
may be afflicted with) the sum of Twelve Pounds. And the said 
Ed. Watson agrees with the said inhabitants to take the said poor 
for the sum of Twelve Pounds for one whole year from the date 
hereof. As witness our hands this 8th day of May, 1778, at the 
house of Mrs. Mary Usher, the sign of the Smith's Arms, according 
to public notice given for that purpose." 

The Smith's Arms. 

All such meetings, or as they are called bye-laws, seem to have 
been held here. Each meeting cost about £1 8s. gd. What that 
sum covered one may not try to find out I was interested in 
ascertaining where this old Inn could have been situated. An 
appeal to those likely to know led to various conclusions. One 
thought it must have been on The Breweiy Bank, as an old Inn 
formerly stood there, alongside of which was a smith's shop. 
Another suggested the little shop formerly a hotel, across the road 
from what is called "The Lighthouse" at the head of Roker 
Avenue, where also there is a smith's shop. I have now proof 
positive that "The Smith's Arras" was in Church Street, which 
must have been the chief street in Monkwearmouth of that day. 
This position answers all requirements, it was central, and it was 
in a respectable quarter, and one can understand that in 1777, the 
churchwardens, and what are called '*the substantial or principal" 
inhabitants of Monkwearmouth Shore, might well meet at the sign 
of "The Smith's Arms," kept by Mrs. Mary Usher. This old Inn 
existed so late as 1828, and was then kept by one Mark Lumsden. 

The names of the Justices of the Peace who certified the 
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assessments at this period are — Benj. Pye, Robt llderton, Thomas 
Fenwick, Wm. Ettrick, T. Mowbray, and Matt. Carr. 

In 1780 it was agreed at a bye-law that Sir Hedworth William- 
son should erect a poor house with all expedition, and that badges 
should be at once prepared to be worn by all the poor receiving 
support from the township. The overseers were required and 
ordered not to pay any money to any poor person who should at 
any time be seen out of doors without such badge. Among the 
articles bought for the new poor house were, piggins, porringers, 
and a yettling, 10 spinning wheels at 5/- each, and two water skeels 
at 3/8 each. The site of this new workhouse for Monkwearmouth 
Shore was somewhere in Dame Dorothy Street, not far from the 
present Mission Room belonging to St. Peter's Church. The 
workhouse for Monkwearmouth, it may be added, was in Porto- 
bello Lane. 

As giving some idea of prices a century and a quarter ago I 
note that, a coffin cost 7/- to 9/- ; a poss-tub cost 9/6; a wedding, 
and other expenses cost 9/- ; conveying a lunatic to Newcastle 
cost 11/-; to send the bellman round cost 6d. 

One of the most amusing entries runs as follows : — "Paid a 
Scotchman to go away, 10/6." 

The statement opens up a large field for the imagination. One 
wonders who he could have been, what he can possibly have 
done, what qualities he was possessed of I If he was a typical 
Scot, of whom it is said that "He keeps the sabbath and everything 
else he can lay his hands on," the then "Barbary Coasters" got 
rid of him at small cost One is staggered to think how wealthy 
the natives might have become, if only they had transported 
straightaway at 10/6 a head, all the stray Scots who have since then 
set foot on Monkwearmouth Shore. 

There has always been trouble in connection with the Ferry on 
the river Wear. Ever since the time when the Monks of Wear- 
mouth, who had received grants of land on both sides of the river 
from the Kings of Northumbria, set up means of communication 
between the two sides, and the time when Sunderland Ferry was 
considered a portion of the jura regalia or royal rights apper- 
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taining to the Bishop of Durham, as Count Palatine of the County 
Palatine of Durham, there has been trouble. As I may on another 
occasion deal with this whole matter, I say no more of it. The 
trouble however, appears in the rate book about the year 1784, 
and we may close our perusal by quoting the following finding 
come to at a public meeting : — 

"We whose names hereunto subscribed, having taken into 
consideration that we are often ill-used by being imposed upon by 
the owners of the ferry boats or their servants, by demanding 
money of us at different times, or when they please, for setting us 
across the river Wear in their boats. We therefore do agree 
every one of us, and every one for each other, that in future, if 
either the owner of the boats or his servants, at any time or times, 
demand any sum or sums of money, for setting us across the water, 
not to pay him anything, except what the award between the 
Williamson's and Ettrick's families express to be paid, for such 
Ferry boat use. And we do further ag^ee that if any one of us 
shall be anywise abused or ill-used by either the owner of the boats 
or his servants, by refusing what he or they demand of us, that we 
wiU jointly in expense, try an issue at law with him or them, 
provided the said award expresses that we or any one of us has a 
right to do so. As witness our hands this i ith day of May, 1784." 
All of which is of course perfectly clear. 

So closes our peep into the old rate book. I can only hope 
that the members of this Society have listened to these excerpts 
with as much interest as I have made them. 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 



In response to a Circular issued by Mr. G. W. Bain, a meeting 
of gentlemen favourable to the formation of an Antiquarian 
Society was held in the Board Room of the Industrial and 
Pi-ovident Building Society, 42 Fawcett Street, Sunderland, on 
Tuesday, 21st November, 1899. 

After a statement by Mr. Bain it was formally resolved to form 
such a Society, to be called " The Sunderland Antiquarian Society." 

Mr. Bain afterwards outlined what he thought should be the 
scope and objects of the Society. 

A Provisional Committee, consisting of the Rev. Thos. Randell, 
D.D., Messrs. G. W. Bain, H. M. Wood, L. R. Foster, John 
Robinson and J. Hall was formed, to nominate the first Council 
and draft rules for the working of the Society. 

The inaugural meeting was held in the same place on Tuesday, 
1st February, 1900, when the Right Hon. the Earl of Durham was 
elected Patron, and the Rev. Thos. Randell, D.D., Rector 
of Sunderland Parish, was elected President The following 
officers were appointed, viz : — J. Hall, Hon. Secretary ; W. J. 
Pearson, Hon. Treasurer ; B. R. Hill, Librarian ; Jno. Robinson, 
Editor. 

The Provisional Committee nominated the following gentlemen 
as members of Council and their election was sustained, viz : Mr. 
G. W. Bain (Chairman), Messrs. J. Dixon, L. R. Foster, R. Hyslop, 
J. Patterson, R. Thompson and H. M. Wood. 

Dr. Randell then delivered an address dealing, for the most 
part, with the general work of an antiquarian society in Sunderland 
and suggesting various subjects for investigation and discussion. 

In presenting the Annual Report for the first Session, ending 
December, 1900, the Council is glad to state that the Society is in 
a flourishing condition, there having been 78 candidates elected 
and enrolled as members up to 31st December, 1900. 

There have been six general meetings during the Session, and 
the following is a list of the papers read : — 
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" Sunderland Church and Parish, " by Mr. John Robinson. 

''Sunderland Sacramental Tokens," by Mr. Robert Hyslop. 

"A History of the Parish Boundaries in the Borough of 
Sunderland and the immediate neighbourhood," by the 
Rev. Thos. Randell, D.D. 

"A peep into a Monkwearmouth Rate Book of a century ago," 
by the Rev. J. T. Middlemiss. 

At a meeting held on 15th May, in the Board Room, No 42 
Fawcett Street, there was an Exhibition of local objects of 
antiquarian interest, the opening ceremony being performed by the 
President, Dr. Randell. Exhibits were kindly lent by 20 members, 
to whom the thanks of the Council are due. 

Attention was called to the introduction of a Bill into the 
Legislature by Lord Avebury, entitled *The Ancient Monuments 
Bill," and the President was formally empowered to sign a petition 
to Parliament in favour of its passing into law. 

The President was also authorised to request from the Earl of 
Durham the necessary permission to examine certain documents, 
relating to the history and antiquity of Sunderland, in the possession 
of his Lordship as Lord Lieutenant and Cus/os Roiulorum of the 
County, and to report to the Society upon the same. 

During the Session two out-door meetings of the Society have 
been held. The first was at Durham, on Saturday, 7th July, when 
26 persons were present. The party proceeded direct to the 
Cathedral, where, by appointment, they were met by the Rev. 
Canon Greenwell, who conducted them over the sacred building 
and afterwards gave a brief but succinct historical sketch of the 
edifice. The Library, Museum, and Chapter House were also 
visited, but owing to the absence from home of the Rev. Dr. 
Plummer, the visit to the Castle was deferred. 

The second was held at Lambton Castle, on Saturday, 2Sth 
August, when some 30 members and friends were conveyed there 
in brakes. By the kind permission of Mr. F. W. Stobart, agent 
to the Earl of Durham, the Castle, grounds, gardens, and vineries. 
were visited. 
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The Council desires to record its thanks to those who have 
given assistance or permission in connection with these excursions, 
to the readers of papers, to the local press for their reports of the 
meetings, and to all who have in any way contributed to the 
successful working of the Society. 

Thanks are also due to the following gentlemen for presenting 
to the Society objects of antiquarian or local interest, viz : — 

Rev. Thos. Randell, D.D.— A tracing of the Town Moor, circa, 
1750. 

Mr. A. H. Flintoif.— Engraved portrait of Andrew White, the first 
Mayor of Sunderland. 

Mr, L. R. Foster. — Four lithographed plans of Sunderland Docks, 
1850. 

Mr. G. W. Bain. — ^Two local Sacramental Tokens. 

Mr. R. Hyslop. — Process prints of Sunderland Sacramental 
Tokens, 

Mr. Thos. Cooper. — Two photogfraphs of the doorway in the 
tower of St. Peter's Church, Monkwearmouth, taken after 
its discovery in the year 1866. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE PARISH BOUNDARIES IN THE 
BOROUGH OF SUNDERLAND & THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

By Rxv. Thomas Randxll, D.D. 
Read on November 6thy 1900. 



Parishes are either ecclesiastical or civil An ecclesiastical 
parish is the area entrusted to the charge of one responsible 
clergyman of the Established National Church, for the purpose 
of his ministering to the population in religious affairs. A civil 
parish is the area for which a separate poor rate is or may be 
levied. One and the same area may be, and often is» both an 
ecclesiastical parish and a civil parish ; and in former times, for 
many centuries, it was the almost universal rule for an ecclesias- 
tical parish to be identical with a civil parish : but during the 
last hundred years it has become increasingly common for the 
ecclesiastical and the civil units of territory to differ, and in some 
cases they now differ very widely from each other. We have a 
good example of this in our own town: the civil parish of 
Sunderland is now co-extensive with the municipal borough, 
although such was not the case ten years ago ; whereas the eccles- 
iastical parish of Sunderland is a mere portion of the east-end of 
the town, which does not now include the Commissioners' Quay, 
or the South Pier or the Barracks or Nesham Square, although 
thirty years ago all these places belonged to it. The civil parish 
of Sunderland at present comprises, in whole or in part, twenty 
• ecclesiastical parishes. This civil parish contains probably 
140,000 inhabitants^ whereas the population of the ecclesiastical 
panA of Sunderland is not much above 7,000. Great changes 
of an opposite character, have altered two things, which less than 
thirty years 1^0 were quite identical and exactly coincided with 
eadi odier, namefy^, the civil parish of Sunderland and the ecclesi- 
astical parish of Sunderiand : the former has been enormously 
enlarged, and the latter has been diminished to about half the 
size k used to be. 



Before the year 1719 there was no parish of Sunderland at all, 
but there was a well-defined extent of land known as the tawnxhip 
of Sunderland, which formed part of the civil and ecclesiastical 
parish of Bishopwearmouth. In that year, King George the 
First, the House of Lords, and the House of Commons, honoured 
this far-away comer of the kingdom by a piece of special 
legislation, intituled ''An Act for making the town and township of 
"Sunderland a distinct parish from the parish of Bishopwearmouth 
"in the county of Durham." By this it was enacted that " all the 
"said town and township of Sunderland, according to the usual and 
**known limits and boundaries thereof^ shall, from and after the first 
"day of May which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
"seven hundred and nineteen, be, remain, and continue a separate 
"and distinct parish of itself ; and be called by the name of the 
"PARISH OF Sunderland near the Sea; and shall be divided 
"and exempt from the said parish of Bishopwearmouth, and from 
"all offices, charges^ contributions and dependencies whatsoever, 
"for or in respect thereof, and any way concerning the same." 
And thus matters stood from 17 19 till 1875: the township of 
Sunderland was the area of both a civil parish and an ecclesias- 
tical parish. In 1875, a portion of this was constituted a separate 
parish for ecclesiastical purposes under the name of the 
ecclesiastical parish of Saint John, Sunderland. In 1897 the civil 
parish of Sunderland was extended so as to include all the 
ecclesiastical parishes within the borough boundaries. 

I propose to devote the remainder of my paper to the consid- 
eration of ecclesiastical parishes only, and to say nothing more 
with reference to civil parishes as such. 

The ecclesiastical division of England was primarily into two 
provinces, Canterbury and York. Each province was sub-divided 
into dioceses ; each diocese into archdeaconries ; each arch- 
deaconry into rural deaneries ; and each rural deanery into 
parishes. Parishes have more recently been sometimes parcelled 
out into districts or consolidated chapelries, which have often 
prepared the way for the multiplication of separate ecclesiastical 
parishes. Before May 30, 181 8, there was no legal machinery, 
short of a special (local or private) Act of Parliament, by which a 



parish could be sub-divided ; but on that day the first of the 
Church Building Acts created a method of dividing the old 
parishes where necessary, into new and more manageable 
ecclesiastical units. The effect of this change in the law has 
been very noticeable in our neighbourhood The area of the 
present rural deanery of Wearmouth in 1700^ contained three 
parishes only — ^Whitbum^Monkwearmouth^and Bishopwearmouth; 
in 1800, the number had only increased by one, through the 
elevation of Sunderland to the rank of a parish in 17 19: but in 
1850 the same area comprised eight separate parishes, and in 
igoo, twenty-five I The following is a chronological list of the 
twenty-five parishes which now compose the rural deanery of 
Wearmouthy with the dates of their original delimitation : — 



I. — ^1 
2.— i 

3 — 
4-— 

s — 

6.— 

7.— 
8,— 

9*— 
I a — 

II. — 

12.— 

13.— 
14.— 

IS.— 
16.— 

17.— 
18.— 

19.— 

2a — 

21.— 
22. — 
23.— 
24.— 

as— 



674 — S. Peter, Monkwearmouth, 
930 — S. Michael, Bishopwearmouth. 

1230 — S. Mary, Whitburn. 

719— Holy Trinity, Sunderland. 

844 — S. Thomas, Bishopwearmouth. 

844 — S. Andrew, Deptford* 

847 — Holy Trinity, Southwick. 

849— All Saints, Monkwearmouth. 

8S4 — S. Mary, Ford. 

8s4— S. Paul, Ryhope. 

8S4 — S. Paul, Hendon. 

868— S. Matthew, Silksworth. 

868— S. Mark, Millfield. 

868— S. Peter, Bishopwearmouth. 

868— S. Luke, Pallion. 

871 — ^Ven. Bede, Monkwearmouth. 

874 — S. Margaret, Castletown. 

87s — S. John, Sunderland. 

87s — Christ Church, Bishopwearmouth. 

876 — S. Barnabas, Hendon. 

878 — S. Stephen, Ayre's Quay. 

880 — S. Cuthbert, Monkwearmouth. 

889 — S. Ignatius, Hendon. 

889— S. Columba, Southwick. 

894— S. Hilda, MUUield. 
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The number of separate ecclesiastical parishes in England 
and Wales is at present about 14,000 : the diocese of Durham 
comprises 246. 

It is probably now impossible to discover the date when the 
whole of England was sub-divided into parishes, but the organ- 
ization was certainly not completed before the twelfth century. 
The work of formulating the scheme for the partition of the whole 
country into parishes has been erroneously attributed to Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury in the earliest Anglo-Saxon period — 
sometimes to Honorius (627), sometimes to Theodore (668) : it 
was not the work of any one man nor of any one century, but a 
work gradually carried out, and extending through many 
successive generations. That parishes of the modem type existed 
in some parts of England in the tenth century is clearly to be 
inferred from the Laws of King Edgar (about 970). 

Just as the extent of a diocese often coincided with that of an 
ancient kingdom or earldom, so did the area of a parish often 
coincide with that of an ancient manor or township. A single 
parish, however, often comprises two or more townships or 
manors. But the bounduies of parishes were as a general rule, 
lines of demarcation which had previously existed for other 
purposes, to separate one manor or township from another, or one 
man's property from that of another landowner ; and thus parish 
boundaries were generally well-known, obvious, clear, and certain. 
Watercourses were very &vourite boundaries, being utilised at all 
stages of developement, not only \Aken the streams were broad 
and deep, but also wheo they merely contained tiny rills or 
shallow ''stells." 

The township which in 17 19 became the parish of Sunderland 
was almost entirely bounded by water. From Hendon Beach 
to the mouth of the Wear, it was bounded by the low water mark 
of the sea shore : from the river mouth the boundary-line followed 
for some distance up-stream, the middle line of the main channel 
of the Wear; and from the outflow of an un-named bum on 
Hendon Beach it coincided for a considerable distance with the 
course of this same bum. The only portion of the boundary 



which was not mai^^ by water was from the River Wear (at the 
point where Harrison's Ice Wharf now stands) to the aforesaid 
bum — perhaps at the still-existing boundary mark on the east 
side of Sans Street, where there is now a smith's forge, about 
fourdoors from Coronation Street In the far-back days when 
the township boundaries were settled, it was doubtless expected 
that the seashore, the River Wear, and the bum, would prove to 
be more permanent and unchangeable than the dry-land line 
which led from the greater stream to the smaller ; and probably in 
1 7 [9 also, the water boundary was considered more stable and 
less likely to become obscure and doubtful than the land boundary : 
but it has turned out otherwise. All the three forms of water- 
boundary have failed to fulfil their purpose. Along the coast, 
first the sea has encroached upon the land, and then (in connection 
with the piers and the docks) human agency has reclaimed land 
from the sea : so that now it has become quite impossible to trace 
the Hne which the low-water mark followed in 17 19 or at any 
previous date. The River Wear, partly from natural causes and 
partly on account of man's interference, now enters the North Sea 
by an entirely different channel from that which is shown on the 
earliest existing maps of the port; and men are still living who 
have heard the officials of Sunderland Parish publicly proclaim at 
the perambulation of the boundaries that some of the buildings 
and shipyards now on the opposite bank of the river really lie 
within the ancient limits of the south-side parish. The boundary- 
bum has been covered in and built over throughout almost its 
whole course, and its outlet has been completely obliterated by 
the formation of the great South Dock. Just at the present time 
the portion of the boundary line which has always been (as I 
believe) devoid of any watercourse, is as easy to trace as any 
other portion. It goes from the Low Street to the High Street, 
along the back of the west side of Russell Street, and thence along 
the east kerb-stone of Sans Street to the forementioned smithy. 

There is abundant evidence at present available for the 
general line of the Sunderland parish boundary from the River 
Wear at Harrison's Ice Wharf to Ray's Coal Landsale (Octagon 
Cottage) by way of Sans Street, Coronation Street, and Moor 



Terrace, First, there are the ordnance maps, especially the large 
scale town map drawn after the survey of 1 857. Secondly, there are 
the detailed descriptions of the various perambulations by the 
parish officials : these are preserved in manuscript in the Vestry 
Minute Book, and have often been printed in local histories and 
newspapers. Thirdly, there are the many boundary marks yet 
remaining visible in their original positions at various points 
along the route. There are still to be seen a few boundary stones 
partly embedded in the ground and partly projecting above the 
road level : there are a few stones and many iron plates fixed in 
buildings at a height of eight or ten feet above the road level and 
bearing the letters S P : and in some instances the Bishopwear- 
mouth boundary stones serve as a guide or a supplement to other 
indications of the dividing line between the two parishes. 

But the minute details of the line of demarcation are often 
very difficult to make out There are houses in which one room 
is in Sunderland parish and another room is in Bishopwearmouth: 
there are rooms in which the fireplace is in one parish and most 
of the furniture is in the other: there are premises where the 
dwelling house is in one parish and the backyard is wholly or 
partly in the other. Hence arose questions and difficulties of 
various kinds, and among them may be specially mentioned the 
perplexities and strange performances incident to a perambulation 
of the boundaries, such as getting through windows and climbing 
over walls. 

It is, I think, one of the duties of an Antiquarian Society to do 
all that can be done to preserve such boundary marks as remain ; 
and I also think that it may sometimes become desirable to renew 
those that are falling into decay, or even to set up new ones, in 
order to prevent the ancient landmarks from being wholly 
forgotten through carelessness and neglect. 



NoTBS IN Illustration of Dr. Randbll's Papbr. 



(A.) — Contemporary description of the perambulation of the 
Parish of Sunderland on June 3, 1856 : reprinted from a local 
newspaper. 

On Tuesday, 3rd of June, 1856, the fifth perambulation within 
living memory of the parish of Sunderland, took place. On the 
previous day a minute survey of the southern boundary of the 
Parish was made by Mr. J. Thompson, builder, Mr. J. W, 
Summers, Mr. T. F. Hedley, assistant overseer, and assistants, to 
ascertain the line of demarcation between the Sunderland Parish 
and the Bishopwearmouth township parts of Sunderland Docks. 
This line has been assented to without prejudice by the parish 
officers of Bishopwearmouth ; that if upon a re-survey they are 
dissatisfied, an appeal is to be made to an ordnance survey, which 
survey is to settle the question. About twelve o'clock on the 
morning of Tuesday, the Rev. Henry Peters, rector. Rev. J. T. 
Smith, curate, the churchwardens, overseers, vestr3rmen, and 
others, proceeded from the Vestry Room, under a merry peal of 
the church bells, to perambulate the boundary. Upon arriving at 
the top of Baines' Lane, the party halted, and Mr. T. F. Hedley, 
asistant overseer, made the following proclamation : — 

O Ybz 1 O Ybz 1 1 O Yez 1 1 1 

Be it known to all men, that the parish of Sunderland near 
the sea, in the county palatine of Durham, includes certain 
grounds, premises, and hereditaments, now l3ring and being on 
the north side of the River Wear, immediately adjoining and 
contiguous to certain other grounds, premises, and hereditaments, 
l3ring and being within the township of Monkwearmouth Shore, 
in the parish of Monkwearmouth, which said grounds, premises, 
and hereditaments were previously to the diverting of the ancient 
or natural channel of the River Wear, on and towards the sea, on 
the south or parish of Sunderland side of the River Wear. It is 
therefore publicly proclaimed and declared, that the above-named 
grounds, premises, and hereditaments, formerly lying on the south 
side of the ancient channel of the said River Wear, together with 
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one halfy or to mid-stream of the said ancient channel, were 
anciently, and are now part and parcel of the said parish of 
Sunderland near the sea aforesaid. 

God Savs the QuxsnI 

This ended, a plentiful supply of ginger-bread and nuts was 
thrown away amongst the assembled youngsters ; this was re- 
peated upon all the boundary points between Sunderland and 
Bishopwearmouth. On arriving at the top of Russell Street, High 
Street, Mr. Hedley again read the proclamation. At the boundary 
between the township of Sunderland and Bishopwearmouth Barnes, 
the "Stella" steamboat was in waiting, on board of which the 
perambulators embarked, and proceeded slowly down the river 
at mid-stream, until reaching the east point of the Ham Sand at 
the west end of the Potato Garth on the north side of the river 
whence the ancient channel took its course ; here the steamer ran 
as close to the north shore as the water would admit Mr. 
Hedley here again made proclamation, adding that the grounds 
and premises claimed by the parish of Sunderland were passed 
without being perambulated, such omission not to prejudice the 
claim of the parish of Sunderland. Three hearty cheers were 
then given by the party on board, which were heartily responded 
to by some shipwrights at work on the Ham Sand. The ''Stella'' 
then proceeded to sea, outside of Ballast Bou3rs, to claim the 
parish down to low water mark ; the steamer neared the shore a 
little to the south of the sea entrance of Sunderland Dock, 
when the party landed on the barrier beach by means of 
cobles. Once more on terra firma^ the party proceeded along the 
south and west boundary adjoining Bishopwearmouth ; the per- 
ambulation ended at the foot of Lawrence Street, where Mr. 
Hedley again made proclamation. The perambulators then 
adjourned to the Vestry Room, took a glass of wine and biscuit, 
and passed a vote of thanks to the Rector for his attendance, and 
then separated, without prejudice either to Sunderland or Monk- 
wearmouth Shore, the claimants of the disputed grounds. We 
state that from a grant of River waste, all then lying within the 
flow of the tide of the River Wear, dated May 8th, 1601, by Dr. 
Tobias Matthew, Bishop of Durham, Lord of the Manor of 



Houghton, to Ralph Bowes, Esq., of Barnes, near Blshopwear- 
mouth, it appears that the eastern terminus was at the east end of 
the commissioners' works on the pier, or commissioners' quay ; 
this part of the grant to Mr. Bowes, after passing into the hands 
of several owners, was surrendered by Anthony or Wm. Ettrick, 
Esq., High Barnes, in or about the year 172a His surrender 
will be found at the Pier Office. From this point the river took 
a north-east direction, emptying itself into the sea by way of the 
north end of Wearmouth Dock, as appears by a plan of the 
mouth of the River, drawn by Mr. Granville Collins, an Admiralty 
engineer, in the year 1680. Another plan was drawn by Mr. James 
Fawcett, engineer to the commissioners of the River Wear in 1719^ 
previous to the building of the south pier, in or about 1722 ; and a 
plan by Messrs. Burleigh and Thompson in 1737 shows the sound- 
ings in the north or only channel of the river, the ''^ell Canch" 
and other large sands on the south side of the river being 
intersected by small streams of water not available for navigation. 
The building of the north pier, done purposely to avoid the shoals 
and rocky bottom of the old channel by forming the present one, 
had the effect of choking up the old channel, and throwing up by 
the action of the sea a large waste between it and the north pier, 
formerly known as ''Nova Scotia" upon this formerly worthless 
waste. Wearmouth Dock, staiths, shipbuilding yards, and other 
manufactories, have been formed or established. Should the 
claim of the parishioners of Sunderland be maintained, the great- 
est part of the above-named valuable premises will be rateable in 
their parish, which will cause of course a corresponding decrease 
of the rateable property in the township of Monkwearmouth 
Shore. 

(B.) — ^The boundary line between the Parish of Sunderland and 
the Township of Monkwearmouth Shore: reprinted from a 
local newspaper, July, 1856. 

The cldm of the parishioners of Sunderland that their northern 
boundary extended to the mid stream of the ancient or natural 
channel of the River Wear, which appeared rather visionary, seems 
to be approaching a reality. The lawyers to whom the case has 
been submitted, gave it as their decided opinion, that no diversion 
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of the river, either by the art of man, natural causes, or by any act 
of ownership or possession, can alter the ancient boundary 
between Sunderland and Monkwearmouth Shore; and that the 
boundary can only be changed by a special act of parliament 
obtained for the purpose. A plan has been drawn by an eminent 
surveyor, showing the property on the north side of the river, 
and the line of demarcation through it ; from which it appears 
that the line commences at a point of the midstream opposite 
Hardcastle's slipway, pursuing the ancient channel northwards, 
through the shipbuilding yards of Mr. James Pile, and Messrs. 
Ratcliffe and Spence, and thence by a circuituous route across the 
Potato Garth, over the pier of the tidal basin of Wearmouth Dock 
to the opposite pier, leaving the old gas works and the cottage 
occupied by the keeper of the North Pier Lighthouse, on the 
south side of the line, and thence passing in an angular direction 
along the North Pier to a point near its eastern termination, leav- 
ing the lighthouse, and the whole of the extreme east-end in the 
township of Monkwearmouth Shore. The following are the 
measurements designated by the plan referred to, as now held 
nominally to belong to Monkwearmouth Shore, and claimed by 
Sunderland parish — Part of shipbuilding yards, i,ooo; part of 
Potato Garth, 17,000— five-sixths of the whole ; part of tidal basin, 
2,666 ; part of north pier, cottage, etc., 6,333— in a^l 26,999 yards, 
or 5| acres. To the above ground and premises we understand 
that the claim of Sunderland can be strongly supported by living 
and documentary evidence. 

(C.)— The Anchorage and Beaconage of the Port of Sunderland: 
reprinted from a local newspaper, July 1856. 
For centuries past the Bishops of Durham, or their lessees, have 
been in the receipt ot a due commonly known as "Anchorage and 
Beaconage," — a chai^ of fourteen pence upon every ship or 
vessel entering the port of Sunderland, or any part thereof extend- 
ing from the bar of the sea at low water, to Chester new bridge 
over the river Wear, near Lumley Park. After numerous leases 
of this due by the Bishops of Durham to different parties, on the 
24th of September, 1698, it was leased for 21 years, at the yearly 
rental of £10, subject to fines upon renewals^ by Lord Crewe, 
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Bishop of Durtiam, to Ralph Lambton, Esq., of Barnes near 
Bishopwearmouth, father of General Lambton, and great great 
grandfather of the present Earl of Durham, the now lessee, by 
continuous renewals to members of his family from the above date. 
From the year 1719, it can be traced that this due has been rated 
to the relief of the poor in the parish of Sunderland. In 1849^ 
it was rated upon £30; in 1850^ on a revaluation of the parish, 
it was increased to £100 ; in 1851, it was again increased to £500. 
Against this rate the Earl of Durham appealed, on the ground that, 
although he admitted the sum derived yearly from the dues did 
amount to nearly £600 (as appears from the report of Her 
Majesty's Harbour Commissioners), only a part of it was rateable 
in the parish of Sunderland ; a compromise was made, and his 
lordship agreed to pay upon a net rate of £150 per annum to the 
parish. Antiquarian research was made into the nature of the 
due, and it was considered rateable to the relief of the poor in all 
the townships in which a beneficial occupation could be shown. 
The overseers of the township of Bishopwearmouth, Bishopwear- 
mouth Panns, Monkwearmouth, Monkwearmouth Shore, and 
Southwick, acted upon this, and levied rates upon the due ; these 
rates, including the rate previously paid to the parish of Sunder- 
land, the Earl of Durham refuses to pay, on the ground thai the 
dues are not rateable to the relief of the poor. Upon this, issue is 
joined, and the question will be argued before the judges in the 
Court of Queen's Bench in November term. Very fortunately for 
the lawyers, there will be no lack of money — the sinews of war — 
on either side, the costs of Sunderland and the adjoining town- 
ships will be borne in proportion to the following rates, levied by 
the overseers upon the due : — 







Gross Rate. 


Net Rate. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Sunderiand 


... 


180 — 


ISO 


Bishopwearmouth 


• • • 


120 — 


100 


Bishopwearmouth Panns... 


••• 


20 — 


16 10 


Monkwearmouth 


... 


20 — 


16 10 


Monkwearmouth Shore ... 


... 


120 — 


100 


Southwick 


*•• 


10 — 


850 



£470 £391 5 o 
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Leaving* a margin of about £ioo per annum for net ratings by 
small townships westward on the River Wear, and by increased 
ratings by the present claimants, should it be determined by the 
Queen's Bench that the dues are rateable. 



(D.) — Remains of the Ancient Boundary of Sunderland Town 
Moor: reprinted from a local newspaper Jan. 23, 1857. 

A few days ago, the workmen engaged in excavating 
for sewers, found, about seven yards on the south side of St 
John's Chapel, Sunderland, a row of stumps of trees, four feet 
below the present surface which had been raised upon the 
original one by means of ballast and rubbish. The memories of 
the old inhabitants were taxed regarding the trees, but no trace 
of them could be found within their recollection. The attention of a 
well-known local antiquarian was drawn to the matter, who gave 
the foUoMdng' solution of the question : — ^That it appears from the 
evidence of William Ettrick, Esq., of Silksworth, collector of 
Customs at the Port of Sunderland, given in a law suit respecting 
the Town Moor in 1732, that the Moor was then divided by hedges, 
with three divisions, named the Town Moor, Coney Warren, and 
Iniack; but that within his remembrance it was one undivided 
common. It appears from other evidence that one of the duties of 
the ** Grossmen," who were generally two or three of the defunct 
body of freemen and stallingers, was anciently *Uo look after the 
hemes'' The stumps of the trees found are supposed to have 
been in the hedge that divided the ** Coney Warren** from ^'Lee*s 
Close" upon part of which St. John's Chapel now stands. This 
close in 1634, was the property of Mr. Edward Lee, of Monk- 
wearmouth Hall, a Common Councilman of Sunderiand, under 
Bishop Morton's charter. It was afterwards the property of 
Marshall Robinson, Esq., of Sunderland (father of Marshall 
Fowler, Esq., of Preston Hall,) who freely gave the site of St 
John's Chapel. 
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(E.) — Specimens of the way in which the boundaries of 
recently formed ecclesiastical parishes are described in 'The 
London Gazette." 

(i.) All Saints, Monkwearmouth : reprinted from p. 3261 of 
'The London Gazette" of September 18, 1844 :— 

"All that part of the parish of Monkwearmouth, in 
the county and diocese of Durham, comprised within the 
townships of Monkwearmouth and Fulwell." 

(2.) Saint Barnabas, Middle Hendon : reprinted from p. 3166 
of 'The London Gazette" of May 26, 1876 :— 

"All that part of the new parish of Hendon within 
the original limits of the parish of Bishopwearmouth in 
the county of Durham and in the diocese of Durham 
which is bounded on the north by the parish of Sunder- 
land in the said county and diocese, on the east by the sea, 
on the south and on the south-east by the new parish of 
Ryhope, on the west by the new parish of Christ Church, 
Bishopwearmouth, both within the original limits of the 
parish of Bishopwearmouth aforesaid, and upon the 
remaining side that is to say on the north-west by an 
imaginary line commencing upon the boundary which 
divides the said new parish of Christ Church Bishopwear- 
mouth from the new parish of Hendon aforesaid at the 
point where Toward-road is intersected by Gray-road and 
extending Aence eastward for a distance of one hundred 
yards or thereabouts along the middle of the last-named 
road to its junction with Salem-street and with Robinson- 
street and extending thence for a distance of about half a 
mile north-eastward along the middle of the last named 
street, along the middle of the street or road called or 
known as Windiester-terrace and along the middle of the 
International-road to the centre of the bridge which 
carries the line of the Durham and Sunderland Branch of 
the North Eastern Raihvay over the last named road and 
cxtendiiig thence northward for a disfa^ce of sixteen and 
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a half chains or thereabouts along the middle of the said 
branch line of railway to the boundary at or near to the 
bridge which carries the same branch line of railway over 
Octagon Cottage-road which boundary divides the said 
new parish of Hendon from the parish of Sunderland 
aforesaid." 

(3.) Saint Stephen, Ayre's Quay : reprinted from pp. 4871-3 
of «The London Gazette" of August 27, 1878 :— 

''AH that portion of the new parish of Saint Andrew 
Deptford in the county of Durham and in the diocese of 
Durham, wherein the present incumbent of such new 
parish now possesses the exclusive cure of souls which 
is bounded on the north and on the north-«ast by 
the River Wear or in other words on the north by 
the parish of Southwick and on the north-east by the 
new parish of All Saints Monkwearmouth on the 
south-east by the parish of Bishopwearmouth on the south 
and on part of the south-west by the new parish of Saint 
Mark, Millfield all in the county and diocese aforesaid and 
upon all other sides that is to say on the remaining part 
of the south-west and on the west by an imaginary line 
commencing upon the boundary which divides the last- 
named new parish from the new parish of Saint Andrew 
Deptford aforesaid at the point where Deptford-road, 
Alliance-street, and Wellington-road all meet and extend- 
ing thence north-westward along the middle of the last 
named road for a distance of seven and a half chains or 
thereabouts to its junction with Enderby-road and 
extending thence north-eastward along the middle of the 
last named road for a distance of two and a half chains or 
thereabouts to its junction with Trimdon-street West with 
New Trimdon-street and with Wellington-lane and con- 
tinuing thence north-eastward along the middle of the 
last-named lane for a distance of fifteen chains or there- 
abouts to a point opposite to a boundary stone inscribed 
' A. Q. St S. D. 1878, No. I,' placed on the north-western 
side of the same lane at the south-eastern end of the wall 



or fence forming the northern boundary of the buildings 
and premises called or known as the Sunderland Gas 
Works and extending thence westward >to such boundary 
stone and extending thence first north-westward then 
south-westward and then again north-westward along the 
said wall or fence for a distance of nearly five chains to a 
boundary stone inscribed 'A. Q. St. S. D. 1878, No. 2/ 
and placed on the northern side of the same wall or fence 
at the middle of the south-western end of the roadway 
called or known as Hillfield-terrace and extending thence 
north-eastward for a distance of nearly three chains along 
the middle of the same roadway to its junction with the 
roadway called or known as Sidmouth-terrace and with 
Hillfield-street and extending thence first north-eastward 
and then north-westward along the middle of the last- 
named street for a distance of five and a half chains or 
thereabouts to its junction with the roadway called or known 
as Deptford-terrace and extending thence eastward along 
the middle of the last-named roadway for a distance of one 
and a half chains or thereabouts to its junction with the road 
leading from Wellington-lane to the Low Southwick Ferry 
and extending thence north-westward along the middle 
of the last described road for a distance of thirteen chains 
or thereabouts to the said ferry that is to the high water 
mark on the southern shore of the River Wear aforesaid 
and continuing thence still north-westward and in a direct 
line to the boundaiy in the middle of the said river which 
boundary divides the said new parish of Saint Andrew 
Deptford from the parish of Southwick aforesaid. 

''And also all that contiguous portion of the said 
parish of Bishopwearmouth wherein the present incumbent 
of such parish now possesses the exclusive cure of souls 
which is bounded on the north-east by the River Wear 
aforesaid or in other words by the new parish of the 
Venerable Bede Monkwearmouth in the said county of 
Durham and in the diocese of Durham aforesaid and on 
the north and on the west by the above described portion 
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of the new parish of Saint Andrew Deptford aforesaid 
and on the remaining sides that is to say on the south-east 
and on the east by an imaginary line commencing on the 
boundary which divides the said new parish of Saint 
Andrew Deptford from the parish of Bishopwearmouth 
aforesaid at a point at the western end of the bridge 
which carries Ayre's Quay-road over the line of the 
Hetton Compan/s waggon way and extending thence 
north east-ward and in a direct line for a distance of six 
chuns or thereabouts to the western end of the Gill 
Bridge and extending thence northward and in a direct 
line for a distance of one and a half chains or there- 
abouts to the eastern end of the Lambton tunnel on 
the line of the Lambton waggon way and extending 
thence generally nc^thward along the middle of the 
line of the westernmost branch of the Lambton waggon 
way aforesaid for a distance of seven chains or there- 
abouts to the coal drop numbered ii which is the 
westernmost of the Lambton coal drops on the southern 
shore of the River Wear aforesaid and continuing thence 
still north-eastward and in a direct line to the boundary 
in the middle of the said river which boundary divides 
the said parish of Bishopwearmouth from the new parish 
of the Venerable Bede Monkwearmouth aforesaid." 



THE NATURAL BOUNDARY BETWEEN 
BISHOPWEARMOUTH AND SUNDERLAND PARISHES. 



INTRODUCTION. 
I confess to a feeling of disappointment, that, in presenting a 
subject to my Brother Antiquarians of Sunderland, so hypotheti- 
cal in its character as that of "lost water courses," my paper w2LS 
not subjected to a greater degree of criticism than it met with. 

So far as I can fairly gather up opinion outside and inside of 
our society, the concensus is that some such "water courses'* did 
exist. 

An old friend of mine, Mr. Caleb Stansfield Wilson (whose 
opinion on local subjects is well worth noting), has very kindly 
written out for me his recollections on this particular subject, and 
as the same will be useful to record and helpful to my subject, 
I give the paper in extenso : — 

"Low Barnes House is drained on the south side into Hendon 
"Bum and thence into the sea, on the north side into Eden Burn 
"by Galley's Gill into the river. Between these a burn originated 
"about Northumberland Street, but with very little fall, to 
"Tavistock Place. 

"About 1830 to 1832, soon after the completion of the row, 
'Slaving its back to Borough Road, a conduit was made passing 
"the north-east comer (as recently exposed) along the east end 
"of Tavistock Place ; at that time there was an apple orchard 
"on the south, through which the stream flowed southwards, 
'fuming eastward about what is now Meabum Street, towards 
"Thompson's Timber Yard and to the sea by the road past the 
"Octagon Cottage. This carried the water from Northumber- 
'land Street. The remains of a branch may be shown near 
"Davison and Hoseason's Sail Factory which ran from the 
"Fenwick Estate towards Meabum Street. Another branch has 
*'run down the back of Coronation Street to where Fenwick's 
"Brewery now is. The town drainage works have disturbed 
^these natural drains more or less. 
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"From Sans Street the parishes take the water-shed 
boundary as may be observed near the south end of George 
Street ; at Adelaide Place it takes the edge of a wide footpath 
crossing the bottom of Zion Street to the Octagon Cottage 
"from thence; the stream from Meabum Street is the boundary 
"to the sea, that is, before the dock was constructed. 

"Many land boundaries in the country are taken from the 
"water*shed, or, from the bed of a stream ; the boundary of 
"these parishes partakes of both. The two streams first named 
"run into the river and the sea respectively. The Coronation 
"Street water-shed runs from the north side into the river and 
"from the south into the sea." 

The above matter is most interesting, particularly with 
respect to the period given ; it might be said that some of my 
theories are upset thereby, but a reference to my opening 
remarks will show that Mr. Wilson and myself are working on 
two different periods, not at all correlative, and judgment should 
be made accordingly. 

The building of such streets, Ac., as Olive Street, Derwent 
Street, Vine Place, Green Terrace all prior to Northumberland 
Street, and the exertions of the Commissioners for lighting, 
watching, paving. Sec, the Town of Bishopwearmouth and 
Bishopwearmouth Panns, established 6th April, 1810, would 
tend to interfere bit by bit with the open running of watercourses, 
and therefore about 1830 the area for the rise and flow of open 
water would be considerably narrowed and restricted. 

The position of the "Manorial Water Com Mill" is purely 
one of conjecture ; that it did exist I have no doubt and I can 
conceive no place more likely than the position outlined by Mr. 
Summers, and quoted by me. 

The matter of this paper is by no means closed with this 
effort I shall be glad to receive and acknowledge any further 
information, and trust to be in a position some day hence to 
furnish supplemental material to complete as far as po5;sible this 
interesting subject. 

G. W. BAIN. 



THE NATURAL BOUNDARY BETWEEN 
BISHOPWEARMOUTH AND SUNDERLAND PARISHES. 

Read on January 15th, igoi, 
Bt Gborgb W. Bain. 



It will be fresh within the minds of those who listened to the 
admirable lecture delivered by our President, the Rev. Dr. 
Randell, on "A History of the Parish Boundaries in the 
Borough of Sunderland and the immediate neighbourhood/' 
that a presumptive statement was made that "the precise bound- 
ary between the old Parish of Bishopwearmouth and the new 
Parish of Sunderland was a natural irregular line of a water-way 
either by a series of ditches or by a stream of water." 

A presumption of this character required proof, but the 
difficulty lay in the fact, that there was not known to be a map 
or survey plan in existence exemplifying such a boundary. 

I made a statement after the reading of our President's paper 
that it was not a difficult matter to conceive, and believe in such 
a boundary, and outlined the probable source from which such 
a stream would be fed. 

I also stated that this source of water would probably supply 
the force for driving the Manorial Com Mill that I believe stood 
somewhere on the Moor edge. 

Some of our members were incredulous as to the boundary, 
and one gentleman sitting next to me whispered that my 
''Water Mill was a Wind Mill.'' 

Every man has a sneaking respect for his own opinion and 
it remained for me to justify my own, and I have the pleasure of 
submitting the result of my investigations to you this evening, 
and the particular pleasure is that I am able to make our 
President's "presumption" a "positive statement.'' 

In the first place, I would remind you that we are dealing 
with antient Sunderland and Bishopwearmouth of not later than 



A.D. 1 7 19, and possibly some hundreds of years before, and 
secondly I would ask you to remember that in those days nearly 
the whole of the land between Church Street in the new parish 
of Sunderland and the antient Green of Bishopwearmoutb was 
agrarian and agricultural in its character : there were no under- 
ground sewers to take the waters off, railway cuttings to serve 
as drainers or obstructions, and the cutting through the Boyldon 
Hill was undreamt of. Ditches alone conveyed the surface 
waters and acted as conductors to the various streams which 
they helped to feed. 

The source of the water consisted not entirely of the rain-fall, 
but the overflow of the many pants or springs that existed all 
over the parishes. 

At the present time we have only the remains of two fine old 
streams of the past, the Hendon Bum rising in or about Silks- 
worth, flowing through the portions of the Borough now known 
as Thornhill, Ashbrooke, Ashburne, and Hendon, where it falls 
into the sea ; we have also the Eden Bum (marked on early 
surveys as the Barnes Bum), which rises at or about Hastings 
Hill, in the Horse Ponds, passing through the district of the 
Bames into the Bum flelds* and thence through the Rector's 
Gill into Galley's Gill, where it discharges into the River. 

The latter stream appeared to act as drainer of the Chester 
Lane (now Chester Road) estate. 

A glance at the map now exhibited (carefully prepared for 
this paper by the courtesy of our esteemed Secretary) will show 
you that both of these streams sharply diverge at their nearest 
meeting point, behind, i.e. west of the Inflrmaiy, and you may 
take Tunstall Lane in an extended line as the base of their 
greatest divergence. The Eden Burn flows at an acute angle, 
north of Messrs. Richardsons' Mill through a covered arch under 
the High Street into Rector's and Galley's Gill. The Hendon 
Bum flows as acutely south to Ashburne, and thence in an 
easterly direction to the sea. 

* <*Iq the year 1760 On this occasion the T^uiu fields were 

described as a parcel of ground, then divided, but formerly consisting of one 
close containing about six acres, with a rivulet running through the same, 
and otherwise called Howle-EUe Bums.'*— (nifiM/. 117. 



In early days these two bums must have been of great service 
to agriculturists, but of little use to the occupiers of Bishop- 
wearmouth or Sunderland. The Eden water was used by (I 
think) Story, the Tanner, who had his Tannery on the site of 
Messrs. Richardsons' Com Mill, but the Hendon waters were 
not made use of. 

The surface water gathered in or about Bishopwearmouth 
^nilage would be in the district known as Chester Lane (now 
Chester Road) and bounded by the east slope of Rector's Gill, 
Bishopwearmouth Churchyard (which sloped across Low Row), 
and the south slope of the Bum Fields. 

The Hendon Bum would gather the water from the district 
confined by the south slope of Thomhill, the west slope of 
Ashbrooke, and the Hendon district. This would leave the 
whole of the land east of the Infirmary, south of the River Wear, 
and north of the Hendon district unaccounted for, and it is not 
conceivable that such a district, embracing approximately, a 
square mile, would not have within its territory a confluence of 
streamlets to form a burn (possibly not so important as the 
others named) which would be of advantage to our forefathers. 

The natural fall of the land from the neighbourhood of the 
Infirmary is given on an admirable plan of the various Town* 
ships in 1851, and shows the various heights above sea level as 
fbilows : — East Bank of Rector's Gill to the Infirmary, 100 to 1 10 
feet; from the Infirmary to Cresswell House, 115 to 125 feet; 
from Cresswell House to Boyldon Hill, 125 to 150 feet; and 
thence Galling in graduation to Coronation Street as a centre, 
which was 80 feet at the top of the street and 50 feet at bottom, 
and falling to the Moor, which was 40 feet above high water 
mark. I trust I have made it patent that from a proximate 
position the rainfall would naturally fall to a centre, and I have 
endeavoured to fix that centre in the neighbourhood of Coro- 
nation Street 

Daring the course of my investigation I was informed by the 
Borough Surveyor and an Official of Messrs. Richardsons' that 
the Eden Bum did not now carry openly anything like the 
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amount of water gathered in the district, but that the most of it 
was carried away by sewers — ^the sewers would naturally be 
placed in positions to suit the exigfencies of the levels. 

Weighing all the evidences of the levels and bearing in 
mind the probable antient contour of the district, I am inclined 
to the view that in the neighbourhood of the Infirmaiy* the 
Eden Burn at one time divided the most of the water falling 
down its present bed, and a certain small portion continuing a 
south-easterly course in the direction of Thomhill Terrace, across 
Stockton Road, and thence down Holmeside. I am strength- 
ened in this opinion by the knowledge, that at one time the 
volume of water carried down the Eden Bum was very large, 
and ploughed for itself a big water-bed. In excavations in the 
neighbourhood of the Bum Fields, evidence was recently 
forthcoming in support of this argument 

The small burn that flowed down Holmeside crossed the 
Rev. John Fawcett's land, and thence across Norfolk Street, fed 
by the considerable rainfall on the Cresswell Estate and on the 
northern slope of Boyldon Hill. 

It is in the memory of many living people that such a stream 
did come down Holmeside through the old cricket ground — 
certain old friends of mine have told me they have been "paid" 
for plodging and messing themselves when children, in the 
stream. 

In all probability this water would be called the Thomhill 
Bum. 

Evidence has also been given me by one of our members 
(an architect), that in Fawcett Street the foundations are sandy, 
and would lead to the belief that at one time it was the portion 
of a river bed, and again in the recent excavations in Norfolk 
Street, there is ample evidence of a similar foundation. 

There is an old tradition, and I mention it for what it is worth, 
that at one time the sea swept across a portion of Bishopwear* 
mouth, probably from Hendon Bay in a straight line to 
Bodlewell Lane, and from that cause Sunderland got its name. 

*Iii an old map of the River under date 1727, the identical spot I have selected 
for the rise of the lost stream is described as *<Wearmoath Bums." 
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As Norfolk Street is 95 feet above high water level It would 
be clear of any possible invasion of the sea in any time reasonable 
to historians. Still, however, from the considerable number of 
sand pockets in various parts of Sunderland and Bishopwear- 
mouth, there is a possibility that in pre-historic times Sunderland 
may have been submerg^ed. 

In a recent excavation in Borough Road in connection with 
the new tram system, the remains of a fresh water-way constructed 
of stone was discovered leading towards the east. 

There is a possibility that this may have been the track of 
the Thomhill Bum, or, as is more likely, another stream 
emanating from the direction of Toward Road, and carrying the 
surface drainage of a part of Boyldon Hill. 

It is my contention that the water from Holmeside was 
carried across the Park end of Fawcett Street, and thence by a 
water-way or ditch into Coronation Street, where it had a 
considerable fall until it came to the top of what is known as 
Baines' Lane, forming the angle of the boundary of Bishopwear- 
mouth and Sunderland parishes. The stream, fed all the way 
by numerous ditches, streamlets, and springs, now divided ; most 
of it proceeded on its way straight across the northerly portion 
of the 'Intack," and after being gathered in a 'Veir" was 
utilized to drive the old fashioned water wheel of the Mill that 
stood on the Moor edge, and thence down a ravine to the sea. 
The following quotation from the famous '' Boldon Buke " may 
afford a little light. 

In 1 1 83, ''Sunderland is at hrm and renders one hundred 
"shillings; Rodger de Audrey renders for the mill-dam on 
" the land of Sunderland, one mark." 

Mr. Summers remarks on this statement : "The exact site of 
'the ancient Manorial Water Com Mill is not accurately known, 
"but it probably stood upon ground which extended Eastward 
"from Lowthers Dene across the small stream that divided the Parish 
**o/ Sunderland from that of Bishofwearmouth, washed away by the 
'•sea centuries ago. By the construction of a weir across the 
"stream alluded to, the mill-dam would be partly on Sunderland 
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'Town Moor and partly on the Bishops Hall Moor or Field in 
'^earmouth — such a situation on the sunny side of a woody 
''Dene, sheltered from the chill blasts of the North wind, would 
be romantic and lovely, the mill with its loop-hole windows 
overlooking through the avenue of dense foliage ; the wide 
"expanse of ocean with its ever-changing scenes of calm and 
"storm dotted here and there with the white sails of merchant 
"men passing to and fro from their voyages ; and the neat little 
"thatched cottage of the Miller nestling snugly among the wild 
"bushwood of the glen." * 

I think my legal friends will tell you that the Parish of antient 
Bishopwearmouth (carrying with it antient Sunderland) is of the 
"Manor of Houghton," and the custom in antient days was tl^U 
tenants of the Manor took their gr^n to be ground in the 
Manorial Mill, the Miller exacting his tithe or quota for grinding, 
and which went to the credit of the Lord of the Manor ; there is 
therefore support in this rigorous antient custom for the state- 
ment of the existence of a "Manorial Com Mill." 

I do not say anything in this paper about Mill Hill, Mill Street, 
Water Lane, or Moss Lane, in connection with this subject but 
all these localities have an interesting bearing upon it f 

The other part of the stream at the head of Baines' Lane 
turned acutely to the South and ran across Adelaide Place and 
Moor Terrace to the Octagon Cottage — one of the Messrs. 
Thompson informed me that about thirty years ago on breaking 
the ground of one of their yards to lay foundations they came 
across an old open stone water-way and that this water-way 
appeared to run on the line of the Sunderland Parish Boundary, 
this stream would be amply fed by water ditches from Hendon 
Road district It is known that the ancient name of Hendon 
Road was "Hendon Lonnin"— the derivation of this word "Lonnin" 
is from the Gaelic "Ion," a"low watery meadow, "and this would 
in every way confirm the character of the neighbourhood, as 

*In 1380 ''Survey no mention is made of the Mill-dam, from which it may 
be presumed it had disappeared. *' 

1 1 have been challenged for not referring to these localities, as it is known that a 
Windmill stood on Mill Hill. It is more than probable the Windmill on 
Mill Hill was the successor of the Watermill, but not on the identical site. 
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owing to its heavy wet clayey soil it became the site of some 
important brickworks. 

One of our local historians has stated that in one of the early 
perambulations of Sunderland Parish Boundary, ^'Squire 
"Hopper's carriage road terminated with a gate and wicket close 
''to the Octagon Cottage— they there passed up the middle of 
"the small stream on the south side of the Octagon Cottage — 
then the land in dispute. In order that no part of the Parish 
might be lost, here some boys 'plodged' or waded under the 
"arch that carries the carriage road to Hendon House over the 
"stream which was diverted between the arch and the sea in 
"182 1, by George Robinson, Esq., of Hendon Lodge, allowing 
"some thousands of tons of ballast to be deposited on his land 
"on the south side of the stream, for which he received twopence 
"per ton from the wharfingers — this proceeding diverted the 
"stream the Natural Boundary between Sunderland and Buhopwear- 
**mouih about seven feet northward into the Sunderland 
"Boundary." * 

It remains to say as to the ballast alluded to, that excellent 
use was made of it in later days by levelling the Dene past the 
Octagon Cottage, Woodbine Street, Moor Terrace, and other 
localities ; it was also disposed of for filling up the clay holes of 
the Pottery and Brick Works, and very likely the horseponds on 
the Moor. There are some who might say at this point that the 
stream passing the Octagon Cottage came from the South, but 
they would find the natural levels against them. First, the land 
fell to the south-east at the Octagon Cottage, and secondly, the 
south side of Woodbine Street was on a much lower level than the 
north. It is evidenced by one of our members that some of the 
south side houses have cellar kitchens while those on the north 
side are on the level. I have little doubt in my own mind that down 
the north side of Woodbine Street came a little stream, possibly 
a series of wet ditches from the direction of Christ Church, through 
the Mowbray, Fenwick, and Nicholson estates, but as these 

*In the details of the last perambulation of the Parish, prior to 1858. "This 
extension added to the ancient boundary of the Parish established in 181 1, 
but altered by Mr. George Robinson in iSai, diverting the kum past ih» 
Octagon Cottage." — Summers, p, 7U 
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estates were all in Bishopwearmouth Parish* no one woald 
make a notation of such a Boundary. 

The Moor in these early days was known to be intersected 
by three gullies or ravines, and all of these would be the direct 
result of water wearing and pressure, f 

In the oldest plan of the Moor and which was drawn about 
1750 for the guidance of the Law Courts in a dispute as to 
defendants breaking open a gate near the Church leading to the 
Moor and erecting bridges across the ditches (in addition to the 
bridges erected by the Freemen) running through the Moor in 
order that they could get their horses to the pond on the Moor, 
abundant evidence is given as to a plentiful supply of water and 
which could not possibly get here unless conducted in the 
manner I have set forth ; there were three large ponds — one on 
the intake with a direct ditch or outlet to the sea, one on the 
Moor, and one on the Warren. ''Nearly in the centre of the 
Town Moor was a large ditch, the east end of which for about 
40 yards in length was covered with a brick arch five feet in 
height, open at each end." 

I consider that the ravine running up the middle of the Moor 
to the northerly part of the ''Intack" was the outlet for the 
Thomhill Bum. 

The continuation of the Boundary north of Coronation Street 
would be by a series of ditches and garden hedges to the foot of 
the Beggar's Bank. 

If you bear in mind the nunfall of such a year as 1900^ or 
such a month as last October, or such a day . as the 26th of 
October last, when hundreds of tons of water fell to the acre, 
there need be no stretch of the imagination that in a square mile 
of agricultural land with a natural lean to the sea many streams 
and runners of water would be found. 

* It 18 in the memory of Mr. W. Bowmaker that such a stream ooaned down 
Woodbine Street. 

t "Lowthers Dene, as its name implies, was a small ravine or dene leading down 
to the sea beach." "To the North of Lowthers Dene was another small 
gttUey also leading to the sea beach, at one place 25 feet 8 inches in breadth, 
across which for a wager a private soldier • . • . leaped, in iSaS."— 
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It is true that much of the water would be absorbed by the 
soft land, it is true that in dry weather most of the streamlets 
would be dry, but take it all in all or take it only in the wet 
season, sufficient evidence would be adduced to justify us in 
saying that "water" was the Natural Boundary line between 
Sunderland and Bishopwearmouth. 
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Kine Athelstan about the year 930, either gave or restored 
South Wearmouth to the See of Durham, in the course of an 
expedition against Constantine, King of Scotland, on his visit 
to the Shrine of St Cuthbert, at Chester-le-Street. Its limits 
were then more considerable than at present ; for in the grant 
of ''the delightful vill of South Wearmouth" were included 
Weston, Offertan and SiHcsworth, together with the two Ryhopes, 
Burdon, Seaham, Seaton, Dahon, Dalden and Hesilden, which 
are stated to have been '* wrested from the Church in former 
times through the malignity of evil men." Without for the 
present examining the history of the intervening period, we read 
that about the year 1800 the parish of Bishopwearmouth was 
bounded by the River Wear, separating it from Monkwearmouth 
on the North ; by Sunderland and by the sea on the East ; by 
Seaham on the South; and by Hooghton-le-Spring on the 
We&L The parish was sub-divided into seven constabularies : 
I. — Bishopwearmouth, including Barnes, Pallion and Bainbridge 
Holme ; 2. — Wearmouth Panns ; 3. — Ford ; 4* — Silksworth and 
Grindon ; 5. — East Boldon ; 6. — ^Tunstall ; 7. — Ryhope. The 
entire parish extended from east to west about three miles, and 
from north to south about five miles. The Church is supposed 
to have been endowed and founded shortly after the grant of 
Athelstan, circa 94a 

Wearmouth has from the earliest times been a valuable 
living, and we naturally find therefore that its list of Rectors 
contains many distinguished names : such as Adam de Marisco, 
William of Durham (the founder of Univ. ColL Oxon), Adelmar 
(Bishop of Winchester), William de Ayreminne (Bishop of 
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Norwich), John Gaythan Orsini (Cardinal of St Theodore's), 
Simon Langham (Archbishop of Canterbury), Richard Nykke 
(Bishop of Norwich), Toby Matthew (Archbishop of York), 
William Paley, Robert Gray (Bishop of Bristol). This then must 
constitute my apology if any were needed for reading my paper 
to you this evening. 

Adam di MArisco. Cuca 1217. 

Adam de Marisco, afterwards a learned IJransciscan, is said 
to have been a native of Somerset. After having been educated 
at Oxford, he held for three years the living of Wearmouth in 
Durham (Chron de Lanercost, Sub anno 1253). Adam was 
famous as a scholar, and his entry into the Fransciscan order at 
Worcester (anno. 1237) formed an important addition to its ranks. 
The story runs that a companion of his, one Adam of Oxford 
had made i vow to grant the first request preferred to him in 
the name of Mary. In his travels he went to visit the Friars, 
and one of them said, "For the love of the Mother of God enter 
our order and help our simplicity." Adam of Oxford at once 
accepted the intimation as divine, and a vision warned Adam de 
Marisco to follow his friend's example. (Eccleston de Adventu 
Minorum, p. 16.) 

Adam de Marisco was the first teacher in the school which 
they set up at Oxford. His influence was quickly felt not only 
as a teacher, but as a counsellor and friend of all the best men 
in England. His first friend was Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of 
Lincoln, Chancellor of the University of Oxford ; whose respect 
for Adam's judgment became so great that he consulted him 
on many of the most important matters relating to his See. 
Adam was constantly summoned to help the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Boniface of Savoy, whose wisdom was by no means 
equal to the duties of his office. He was consulted by the Queen, 
the Earl of Cornwall, and many important persons, but his most 
noticable friend was Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, who 
was largely guided by Adam's counsels. From his connection 
with Grosseteste and Simon de Montfort, Adam may be regarded 
as the intellectual head of the reforming principles in Church 
and State which prevailed in his day. He was also engaged in 
organising the teaching and discipline of the University of 
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Oxford, and his fame as a scholar spread throughout Europe, 
In 1245 he accompanied Bishop Grosseteste to the Council of 
Lyons, and on his return had to stay at Nantes to nurse a sick 
comrade. Grosseteste wrote at once to England for another 
Fnar to be sent out to take his place as nurse, as he was afraid 
lest Adam should be tempted to join the University of Paris, 
and so deprive Oxford of his services (Ep. 1 14). Adam's letters 
show us a life of varied usefulness. He seems to have possessed 
a singulariy sound judgment and to have impressed all earnest 
minds. It is noticeable that Adam exercised his influence to 
restrain the somewhat imperious and passionate nature, which 
was the chief defect in Earl Simon's character (Ep. 135-140-161). 
The last years of Friar Adam were .disturbed by an attempt to 
raise him to the Bishopric of Ely. There was a disputed election, 
the King nominated one canditate, th^ Monks elected another". 
The matter was referrM to»the Pope, and Archbishop Boniface 
privately urged him to appoint Adam. This stirred the anger 
of the Monastic orders who mocked at the ambition of a Frian 

Fuller says "I cannot grieve heartily for this Adam's loss of 
the Bishopric of Ely, because Hugo de Balsham his co-rival got 
it from him, the founder of Peter House in Cambridge." 

Adam's health was declining, and he died before the matter 
was settled, but he seems to have felt the reports which were 
spread af^ainst him (Ep. 245). The exact time of his death 
cannot be settled, but it was either late in 1257 or early in 1258. 
Adam de Marisco bore in his own time the title of Doctor Illusirio. 
Roger Bacon repeatedly speaks of him and Grrosseteste as 
"perfect in all wisdom, the greatest clerks in the world" (Op 
Tert c 23-23-25). There are attributed to him four books of 
commentaries upon the Master of the Sentences ; a commentary 
upon Dionysius Areopagita, a commentary upon the song of 
Solomon, an elucidation of Sacred Scripture, Theological 
Questions, and Lectiones Ordinarise. They have not been 
printed. 

Another account says : — ^Anno 1223, Brother Adam de 
Marisco (or Marsh) went this year also out of our nation. This 
is the person who was admitted into the order by Brother 
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Angelhis^ soon after his arrival at Oxford. Dr. Fuller calls him 
Adam Marsh, and another author (Warton, Ang^lia Sacra) says, 
he will add one thing of him for the edification of posterity, 
which is that Adam de Marisco was famous for both exemplary 
life, and excellent learning before he changed his state, and was 
for three years parson of a certain Parish Church called Wir- 
mouth in the Diocese of Durham ; but being inspired with an 
holy hatred of this world, he, of his own free choice, changed 
the manner of his life and habit, and became a Friar Minor. 

He had two brothers Richard and Simon, the former of 
whom was Archdeacon of Northumberland, 12 12- 12 17, Lord 
Chancellor 12 14- 1226, Bishop of Durham 12 17- 1226; who died 
at Peterboro', May i, 1326, from whence his body was brought 
to Durham for interment in the Chapter House. 

[Historia Anglo-Minoritica, or the Antiquities of the English Francis- 
cans, p. 24-25 ; Eccleston de Adventu Minoram ; Adse de Marisco 
Epistohe in Brewer's Monamenta Frandscana ; Roberti Grosseteste 
Epistolse, ed Luard; Chronicon de Lanercost subann 1253 ; Matthew 
Paris sub ann 1257 ; Wadding, Annales Minorum ; Wood, Antiquit- 
ates Univ. Oxon i, 72 ; Brewer's Preface to the Monumenta Lxxvii- 
ci ; Fuller, Worthies iii 102 ; Bishop Creighton, Article in N.D. of 
Biography.] 

William ds Dunblm, otherwise William Shirwood, 12 . .?-i249. 

Archdeacon of Durham 12 19, Master of Univ. Coll. Oxon. 
He was the founder of University College, Oxford, to which he 
bequeathed by will 310 marks out of the interest upon which he 
required that 10 or 12 or more masters should be maintained. 
About him we g-lean some scanty information from 'The History 
of his Times," written by Matthew Paris. We know therefore 
that he was one of a number of famous English Scholars who in 
die year 1229 migrated from the Unh^ersity of Paris in conse- 
quence of a conflict which took place in that year between the 
Students and the Townsfolk. As his name implies, William of 
Durham must have been bom and bred in that City, and was no 
doubt educated in it or in the Monastery of Weremouth close by. 
After leaving Paris we may infer, though it is not positively stated, 
that he finished his studies at Oxford. In later life he was Rector 
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of the Churdi of Weremouth, but he certainly kept up his 
connection with Oxford, and a deed is preserved in which ''by 
the name of WtlAelmut de Dunelm dUiut Maguier*' he appointed 
an agent to collect for him the interest on monies lent to a Nunnery 
only 4 miles from Oxford. The actual will is lost, but we know 
the exact provisions from a report issued in 1280 or 1281 by 
certain Masters whom the University had appointed to enquire 
into the manner in which the Testament of Master William of 
Durluun had been carried out (Wood, Athens.) 

The monies bequeathed by William of Durham to Unhrersity 
College, Oxford, were kept in a special coffer, called the chest of 
William de Duiiiam, which was probably kept in the Priory of St 
Frideswyde, since the University until 1320 had no buildings of its 
own. He enacted by his will that his Sdiolars should be bom In 
the Diocese of Durham, and his Scholars were known by the 
name of the Scholars of William of Durham. 

Fuller says, ''He was Chancellor of Lincoln. In that age the 
English Clergy did drive a great trade of preferment in France 
(King Henry the third having large dominions therein); and 
amongst the rest this William was advanced Archbishop of Rouen, 
where he died anno Dom 1249." 

[Cburk, The CoUefet of Osfovd, UethMen 1891 ; Maxwell Lyte. History 
of the University of Oxford ; Smith, Annals of University College, 
1738, Newcastle; Wood, Athense.] 

AntLMAKB Oft ETHXLICAftX Hit VaUCNCS, 125O. /.M. WiLUAM TUt DuNtLM 

Bishop of Winchester, 1350-1260^ son of Hugh (sumamed 
Le Bnin), Count of the Marches of Angoulesme, who married 
Isabella, widow of King John, and consequently half-brother of 
Heniy IIL, and brother of William de Valence, Earl of Pembroke. 
A Poitevin, like the rest of the Queen's relatives, he shared all 
their vice% and in all the hatred with which they were regarded 
by the English whom they oppressed. On the resignation of 
Nidiolas Famham, Bishop of Durham, Januaiy, 1349^ King 
Henry III granted a licence for electing a -successor, and impor« 
tuned the Prior and Convent of Durham to nominate his half- 
brother Ethelmare (or Athehnare da Valence), but the Convent 
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declined on account of his youth and want of learningf, and elected 
Walter de Kirkham, Dean of York, on 21st April, 1249. 

The benefices (including Wearmouth), possessed by Ethelmare 
before his election to Winchester, were so numerous and so rich, 
that his revenue was said to exceed that of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. In order to retain them, he was never consecrated 
Bishop of Winchester; but as Bishop elect duly received the 
revenues of the See. His violence and rapacity are said to have 
excited the final storm against the Poitevins ; and with his brothers 
the Lusignans and William de Valence, he was compelled, by a 
decree of the Parliament called at Oxford in 1258, under the 
influence of Simon de Montfort, to quit the kingdom. Much of 
his treasure was stolen at Dover whilst Ethelmare was waiting for 
a passage. In 1261, he died at Paris whence his heart was 
brought to Winchester for interment. The half figure in the 
North Wall of the ambulatory is supposed to mark its resting 
place. 

[Hunt, Article in N. D. of Biography, Vol. 2, p. 286.] 

Richard de Kirkham, 1252. 

Probably a relative of Walter de Kirkham, Bishop of Durham 
I249-I26a 

John ds Orrxbt, oc 13 12. 

In 1 3 12 he obtained leave from Richard Kellawe, Bishop of 
Durham to be absent from his Rectory of Wearmouth to prosecute 
his own affairs. 

In 1314, the autumn fruits (tithes) of the living were sequest- 
rated by reason of the non residence of the Rector. 

William de Norham, chaplain in 131 3 to Bishop Kellawe, 
instructed his sequestrator John de Pollowe, Clerk, to receive the 
emoluments of the living, which sequestration was released in 1 3 14. 
Orreby died in 1316. His executors were Robert de Wylugby, 
Master Richard de Rothewell, Canon of Lincoln, Master William 
de Pagula, Clerk, and Robert de Guneby. 

Probate of his will dated ist August, 13 16. 
[Bifthop Kellawe'8 Reg. vol 11, p. 807]. 
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WiLUAM DK AtRSXIHNS OE HiTESXIN, I316. 25TH JUNB./.M. OrRXBT. 

Was descended from an ancient family settled at Osgodby. 
Lines. He was the eldest of three brothers, of whom Richard 
obtained many ecclesiastical offices, and Adam was Arch- 
deacon of Norfolk. In early life William was probably a clerk 
of the exchequer. He sat in the Parliament of Carlisle in 1306-7 
as pro3^ for St Augustine's Abbey, Canterbury. 

Presented to Whitburn by the King, 1313, instituted 
and inducted 13th June, 131 3; resident before 24th June, 13 16, 
and had a dispute with Berald de Fai^ges, Rector before him. 

Notary Public, 1313 (see Bishop Kellawe's Reg. Vol. I, p. 359). 

One of the Bishop's proxies to attend the King's Parliament, 
13 1 3, at Westminster. 

In 1 3 16 he was deputed to record the proceedings of the 
Parliament of Lincoln. On August igth of this year, he became 
Master of the Rolls, and he temporarily performed for many years 
before and after this date the duties of both the keeper of the 
great Seal, and of the Chancellor. In 13 17 he was made guardian 
of the Jewish Converts' house for life, although previously the 
office had only been held by the King's pleasure (Tove/s Anglia 
Judaica, p. 322). In 1319 he joined the Archbishop of York 
(William de Melton), the Bishop of Ely, and other ecclesiastics, 
who with a force of 8000 men attempted to resist an invasion of 
the Scots in the North. The army was defeated at Myton,* near 
the river Swale, with great slaughter. William, together with 
Mr. John de Papeham, were taken prisoners and were not released 
for several months. In 1324 he resigned the Mastership of the 
RoQs to his brother Richard, and became keeper of the King's 
Privy Seal. In the Church he meanwhile secured much preferment, 
although he was always manoeuvring to obtain more. He was 
Rector of Wearmouth, Canon of St Paul's, Lincoln, York, 
Salisbury, and Dublin, and held in all 12 Prebends in different 
Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches. In July 13th, 1325, he is 
said by some authorities to have been staying in Rome, to have 
there received the news of the death of Salmon, Bishop of 

* This bfttUe from the number of deigy piesent was called "The chapter cf 
MytoD,'' or MUtoo. 
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Norwich, and to have straightway obtained the Pope's nomination 
to the vacant see, reganlless of the luiown intention of Edward IL 
to bestow the Bishopric on his Chancellor, Robert de Baldock 
(who was Rector of Whickham, 1 3 1 3), but there seems little doubt 
William was living in France at the time, engaged in settling a 
dispute between the Kings of England and France as to the 
possession of land in Aquitaine. His conduct of this business 
appears to have displeased Edward II. who had instructed him to 
offer certain concessions to France, which he failed to do. He 
had, however, friends at Rome, who undoubtedly obtained for him 
the papal nomination in 1325 to the see of Norwich, and he was 
consecrated Bishop in France, 15th September, 1325, by the 
Pope's agents, against Edward's wish. In the course of the 
following year he returned to England, after frequent refusals to 
answer the King's summons to explain his recent conduct, and 
appears to have been reconciled to Edward II. in spite of the 
suspicions with which the Despencers and Baldock viewed him. 
He vigorously supported Edward III. on the abdication of Edward 
II. and in 1332 held the office of Lord Treasurer. He died 27th 
Marchi 1336^ at his house at Charing Cross, near London, and 
was buried in Norwich Cathedral. The old verdict on his career 
which stigmatised him as crafty, covetous, and treasonable seems 
substantially just 

[Fots, Judges of England, III 215 et aeg. ; Blomefield's Norwich I, Soii 
Fuller, Worthies, ed Nichols 9>io; Hist MSS. Com. Fourth Report 
381-3S4-385 ; Rolls of Ptoliament, I, i^o-agl^^^i. Rymer, Foedon, 
IU--IV passim]. 

John Gabtamo Oksxni, 1325. f. res. William, Bishop of Norwich. 

A member of a distinguished family, which included Nea^wleo, 
Orsini, Cardinal of St Adrian's, and Franck Orsini, Canon and 
prebendaiy of Lincoln. 

131& To John Gaetano Orsini {dijllns Urst), of Rome. 

7 Id. Sept Confirmation, at the request of his kinsman Neapoleo, 

Lyons. Cardinal of St Adrian'Si of the provision made to him 

(f. 164.) on 2 Id August before the Pope's Coronation, of a 

canoniy of York, with reservation of a prebend 

(Regesta, vol. 64). 
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I3I7* To John, Cardinal of St Theodore's, who on 

3 Kal. Jan. a Id. Aug. had provision made to him of a canonry 

Avignon, of York, with reservation of a prebend. Dispensation, 

(f. 9&/.) at the request of his kinsman, Neapoleo, Cardinal of 

St Adrian's, to hold the same, as well as other 

benefices not in England. (Regesta, vol. 67). 

1322. To Master Neapoleo Orsini {de gUis Ursi), 

5 Kal. June, papal notary, and the Abbots of Westminster and 

Avignon. Stratford. Mandate not to suffer John, Cardinal of 

(f. 273 d.) St Theodore's^ to be molested touching his arch- 

deaconry of Coventry (Regesta, vol. 73). 

1324. To John, Cardinal of St Theodore's. Indultto 
Kal. Mar. visit his archdeaconry of Coventry by deputy for five 
Avignon, years and receive procurations (Regesta, vol, 78). 

(f300.) 

1325. To John, Cardinal of St Theodore's. Provision 
10 Kal. Nov. of the Rectory of Wermouth, in the diocese of 

Avignon. Durham, void by the consecration of MHlliam, Bishop 
(f. 50^.) of Norwich (Regesta, vol 80). 

1 327. To Arnold de Vemolio, Canon of Wing^am. 

3 Kal. July. Indult, at the request of John, Cardinal of St Theo- 

Avignon. dore's, papal legate, to enjoy the fruits of his benefices 

(f. 3&/.) being non-resident for three years (Regesta, vol. 84). 

1335. To John, Cardinal of St Theodore's. Reservm- 

5 Id. Jan. tion of a dignity or office in the church of York ; he 
Avignon, having had provision made to him by John XXII. on 
(f. 166.) 2 Id Aug. before the Pope's coronation, with reser- 
vation of a prebend. The sacristy of the churciv 
together with the chapel of St Mary and the Angel% 
being void by the death of John Eusch, was accepted 
by the Cardinal's proctor, but the Archbishop gave 
it to his kinsman, Thomas de la Mare, between 
whom and the Cardinal a question is pending before 
the Pope (Regesta, voL 1 19). 
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1335* T^o Adam, Bishop of Winchester. Mandate, 

2 Kal. Dec. at Queen Philippa's request, to give to her chancellor, 
Avignon. John de Eston, Qmon of Salisbury, the church of 
(f. 54.) Wermouth, in the diocese of Durham, void by the 
death of John, Carding of St Theodore's, not with- 
standing that he has the church ofOuston, btfae 
diocese of York, value 40 marks, which, as well as 
his benefice \n Salisbury, he is to resign (Regesta, 
vol. 120). 
The Cardinal was also succeeded in his Canonry of York, and 
the prebend of Laughton-en-le-Morthen, by William la Zouch, 
M.A., B.C.L., and in the Archdeaconry of Coventry by Humphrey 
Hastang. 

[Paprnl Registert 11 133, 167, 331, 343, 347. 358, 3".5i^ SH» 534- 
III, 136.] 

John nt Eston, 1335. /. m. John Gaktano Oksini. 

Queen Philippa's Chancellor. Held the living of Ouston in the 
diocese of York, and a canonry at Salisbury, both of which he 
redgned for Wearmouth. 

Mentioned in William de Newport's will. 

[Papal Register, Vol 3.] 

William dk Nxwpokt, 1360^66. /. m. John dk Estok. 

Was presented to the Rectory of Amcliffe, in Craven, i ith 
June, 1 349, by Henry, Lord Percy, being then only an Acolyte. 
He resigned this in 1356. In 1360, he was presented to the 
Rectory of Bishop Wearmouth, in the County of Durham, which he 
retained till his death, which occurred in May, 1 366^ and in which 
Church he wished to be buried. He probably held other livings 
at Topcliife or SpoiFord in the neighbourhood of the Percies, his 
first patrons, whom he gratefully remembers in his will Hedworth 
and Dalden were men of the Palatinate, and neighbours of the 
Testator at Wearmouth. The former lived at Harraton, now 
Lambton, and the latter (who is represented in blood by the Bowes 
family) resided at Dalden. (Test. Ebor. I, p. 8a) 

Will dated at Wearmouth, ist May 1366^ proved 9th May, 
1366. In this will he says "I give to the Carmelite Brothers of 
Allerton a calicem, [chaber] which I bought from the executors of 
Dominus John de Eston" (who was the previous Rector). 
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To the poor of Weremouth on the day of my burial ten 
pounds of com, in order that 5 wax tapers might be burnt 
round my body on the day of my burial with six torches. 

I give one portiforum [portfolio] for the use of the Choir 
of Weremouth Church. 

I give one white vestment for the use of the High Altar of 
Weremouth Church, also one golden chalice for use on the High 
Altar of Weremouth Church, with two silver phials. 

Executor of Henry, Lord Percy, who by his will proved in 
1 35 1, March 12th, left William de Newport a mare. 

David de Woolour or Wollore, 1366. /.»i. Newport. 

He was connected with the Court, and many years Master of 
the Rolls ; presented by Edward III. to the church of Bradley, in 
the diocese of Lincoln, Feb. 13, 1330; to the rectory of Knaresdale, 
in Northumberland, and again to Bradley, October 19, 1336; to 
the rectory of Foston, diocese of Lincoln, September g, 1339. 
The king likewise gave him the hospital of St. John at Ripon 
(sede vacanie), February 3, 1340. On November 19, 1341, hewas 
instituted to the rectory of Marham, Co. Northampton, on the 
presentation of Richard de la Pole, Knight, and was succeeded, 
March 15, 1342 (Bridges' Northants, vol. II, p. 519). He received 
the church of Bledelow, Bucks, from the King, May 7, 1342. In 
this year Sir Robert Parving, Knight, gave him the rectory of 
Skelton, in Cumberland, but he did not hold it long. On August 
23, 1345, the King appointed him, then his Chaplain, to the 
prebend of Wisbergh, in Chichester. Having been appointed to 
the prebend of Studley (according to Torre) March 19, 1345-6, 
he was instituted the next day to the rectory of Hornsea on the 
presentation of the King, December 18, 1345, the Abbey of St 
Mary at York being vacant. He is said by Newcourt to have had 
the King's presentation to this prebend, August 9^ 1348, but in 
Reg. Zouche, 223a, we have his collation March 19, 1346-7, in 
exchange with John le Smale for the church of Elsying Molars, 
diocese of London. The King gave him the prebend of Ealdland 
in St Paul's, September 22, 1349; the appointment was ratified 
June 28, 1350, and he perhaps resigned it in 1370. The King 
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preaented him, November 34, 1349^ to the dmrdi of Elvele, 
diocese of York, In 1351 he was installed to the prebend of 
Thorp at Howden (Hutchinson, Dur. Ill, p. 453), and September 
ift 13539 the King presented him to the prebend of Fridaythorpe 
at York, which he held till his death. About July, 1353, he 
received, with Tho. de Brayton and Andr. de UfTord the custody 
of the great seal (Rot Pat 27 Edward III). The King presented 
him, April 19^ 1355, to the church of Rudby, and again to Hornsea, 
/ ,; May I, 1359. In 1360 he was appointed to the prebend of 
gf|f/ A ^. ; Brampton in Lincoln, which he held eight years. He is described 
^ Z,^ as Canon and prebendary of Studley in 1361. The King pre- 

'^^' * «»;/ feired him to the great rectory of Leverington, Cambridgeshire, 
August 23, 1 36 1, and on September 31 following to the almost 
equally valuable rectory of Somersham, Hants. He was also 
"parson" of Brington in the latter county, and by the King's 
license exchanged it with Richard Bedyk for the chapel of St. 
Thomas the Martyr on Bedford Bridge, September 5, 1 366^ in 
which year he was instituted to the rectory of Bishop Wearmouth, 
Co. pid. Durtiam. He had a royal license, November 15, 1368, 
to found a chantry for one Chaplain at the altar of St Andrew in 
Ripon Minster. He granted lands to this chantiy in 1 369^ being 
then Canon of Ripon and York. On December 33, 1370^ the 
Chapter of York gave a receipt for a magnificent black cope, 
two silver*gilt dishes, etc., by way of his mortuary. 

[Fowler, MemoriAls of Ripon, Vol. 2 (Surtees So. Volt. 74 and 78)]. 

SncoN Lanohak, 137a p^nt. Woolour or Wollorx. 

He was Archbishop of Canterbury, Chancellor of England, 
and Cardinal, and was bom at Langham in Rutland. To judge 
from the wealth which he seems to have possessed, he was 
probably a man of good birth. He became a monk at St Peter's, 
Westminster, possibly about 1335, but is not mentioned until 1346^ 
when he represented his house in the triennial chapter of the 
Benedictines held at Northampton. In April 1349^ he was made 
Prior of Westminster, and on the death of Abbot Byrcheston on 
15th May following, succeeded him as Abbot He paid his first 
visit to Avignon when he went to obtain the papal confirmation of 
his election. He refused the customary presents to a new Abbot 
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from the monks, and discharged out of his own means die debts 
which his predecessors had incurred. In conjunction with Nicholas 
Littlington, his successor as Prior and afterwards as Abbot, he 
carried out various important worlcs in the abbey, the chief of 
which was the completion of the cloisters. The skill which 
Langham displayed in the rule of his abbey led to his appoint- 
ment as treasurer of England, on 2 1st November, 1360. At the 
end of June 1361 the bishopric of Ely fell vacant, and Langham 
was elected to it, but before the appointment was completed 
London likewise fell vacant, and he was elected to this see 
also. Langham, however, refused to change, and was appointed 
to Ely by a papal bull on loth January, 1362. He was consecrated 
accordingly on 20th March at St. Paul's Cathedral by William 
Edendon, Bishop of Winchester. Although active in his diocese, 
Langham did not abandon his position in the royal service, and 
in 1363 was promoted to be Chancellor. He attested the treaty 
with Castile on ist February, but did not take the oath 
or receive the seal till *the 19th (Foedera, iii. 687, 689). As 
Chancellor he opened the parliaments of 1363, 1365, and 1367; 
his speeches on the two former occasions were the first of their 
kind delivered in English (Rot. Pari. ii. 275, 283). Langham's 
period of office was marked by stricter legislation against the 
papal jurisdiction, in the shape of the new act of praemunire in 
1365, and by the repudiation of the papal tribute in the following 
year. On 24th July, 1 366^ Langham was chosen Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and on 4th of November, received the pall at St 
Stephen's, Westminster. He was enthroned at Canterbury on 
25th March, 1367. He had resigned the seals shortly after his 
nomination as Archbishop and before i6th September, 1366. 

As primate, Langham exerted himself in correcting the abuses of 
pluralities. Other constitutions ascribed to him are also preserved ; 
in one he settled a dispute between the London clergy and their 
parishioners as to the payment of tithe (Wilkins, Concilia, iii, 62). 
He also found occasion to censure the teaching of the notorious 
John Ball (lb p. 65). He condemned certain propositions of 
theology which had been maintained at Oxford, and prohibited 
friars from officiating unless by special licences of the Pope or 
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Archbishop (lb. pp. 75, 64). One incident of his primacy which 
has gained considerable prominence was his removal of John 
Wiclif from the headship of Canterbury Hall, which his predecessor 
Simon Islip, had founded at Oxford. Dr. Shirley (Fascicule 
Zizanionim, pp. 518-28) and others have argued that this was not 
the famous reformer, but his namesake, John Wycliffe of 
Mayfield ; the contrary opinion is, however, now generally 
accepted, but the evidence does not seem absolutely conclusive 
(Lechler, Life of AA^clif, L 160-81, 191-2). On 27th September, 
1368, Pope Urban V. created Langham cardinal-priest by the 
title of St. Sixtus. Edward III. was offended at Langham's 
acceptance of the preferment without the royal permission, and, 
arguing that the see of Canterbury was consequently void, took 
the revenues into his own hands. Langham formally resigned 
his archbishopric on 27th November, and after some trouble 
obtained permission to leave the country, which he did on 
28th February, 1 369. He went to the papal court at Avignon, 
where he was styled the cardinal of Canterbury. Langham soon 
recovered whatever royal favour he had lost, and was allowed 
to hold a variety of preferments in England. He became 
Treasurer of Wells in 1368, Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 1370 
(Hatfield's Register), Archdeacon of Wells from 21st February, 
1 369 to 1374, and afterwards Archdeacon of Taunton. He also 
received the prebends ofWistow at York, nth February, 1370^ 
and Brampton at Lincoln, 19th August, 1372; and was Arch- 
deacon of the West Riding from 1374 to 1376. In 1372, he was 
appointed by Gregory XI. together with the Cardinal of Beauvais, 
to mediate between France and England, and with this purpose 
visited both courts. The mission did not achieve its immediate 
object, but Langham arranged a peace between the English King 
and the Court of Flanders (Fcedera, iii, 953). In July 1373, he 
was made Cardinal-bishop of Praeneste. Next year, on the death 
of Whittlesey, the chapter of Canterbury chose Langham for 
Archbishop, but the court desired the post for Simon Sudbury, 
and the Pope reftised to confirm the election by the chapter on 
the ground that Langham could not be spared from Avignon ; 
Langham thereon agreed to waive his rights. (Eulog. Hist, 
iii. 339). When in 1376, the return of the papal court to Rome 
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was proposed, Langham obtained permission to go back to 
England, but died before effecting his purpose on 22nd July. 
His body was at first interred in the church of the Carthusians at 
Avignon ; tliree years later it was transferred to St Benet's Chapel 
m Westminster Abbey. His tomb is the oldest and most remark- 
able ecclesiastical monument in the abbey. 

[Walsiogham, Hist Angl.; and Mnrimuth, Chzon., in Rolls Ser. ; 
Wharton, Anglia Saaa, I, 46-8; Le Neve, Fasti Ecd. AngL ed. 
Haidy; Dngdale, Monastioon, I, 374; Widmore, Hist, of the 
Chttich of St. Peter, pp. 91-101 ; Stanley, Memorials of West- 
mmster, p. 354; Foss, Jndges of England, HI, 4S3-6; Hook, 
LiTes of the Archbishops of Canterbury, IV, 163-210; Hatfield, 
Register; Kxngsford, Article, N. D. of Biography, Vol. 32.] 

Thomas dx Nxwbt, 1372, /. res. SncoN Langham. 

Robert de Rouclif, soldier, gives in his will to Thomas de 
Newby, clerk, 13/4, 1381. 

[Test Ebor. Vol. 1, pag» 118.] 

Robert Gbbxnxns, 1375. 

Occurs i6th June, 1 375 (Hatfield's Register). Was a Cardinal 
priest of the church of the twelve Apostles in Rome (Randall 
MSS). The value of the liring at this time was 200 marks (Fox's 
Martyrs i, p. 489). This last named authority, says Hutchinson 
(Vol. 2, p. 281) gives Gebenens (written Gabevan) as Archdeacon 
of Durham in 1378, but from the Parliament Rolls, 50 King 
Edward HI, anno 1376^ it appears that Jacob de Orsini held the 
office at that time. 

'^Gebenens" is an adjective dgnifying ''of Geneva" or "from 
Geneva," and I therefore infer that my Lord Cardinal Robert was 
a native of that city. This is extremely interesting as the views 
brought into this country by clerics from Geneva were not always 
the views of Cardinals. 

WlIfUAM DX PaKIKGTON OR PaCKINOTON, 1 38 1. 

The Randall MSS. gives his name as William de Packington. 
There was a William de Pakington, Archdeacon of Canterbuiy, 
whose will was dated 22nd October, 1389, and proved at York. 
(Test Ebon I. p. 13a) 
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He was clerk and treasurer of the household of Edward, 
Prince of Wales» the ''Black Prince/' in Gascony. He was, it is 
believed, a native of Warwickshire where there are two villages 
named Pakington (Fuller, Worthies ii, 474)., though there is also 
a village with that name on the border of Leicestershire, besides a 
hamlet in Weeford, Staffordshire. In 1349 he was presented by 
the King to the Rectory of East Wretham, Norfolk, and in 1377, 
held the wardenship of the Royal Hospital of St Leonard, at 
Derby. Richard II. appointed him keeper of the wardrobe in 
1379^ and on 6th January, 1381, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He was a Canon of Windsor, and at one time Rector of Ivinghoe, 
Buckinghamshire, and was presented by the King to the living of 
Wearmouth on September 20th, 1381, who also appointed him 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, and on December 2Sth, he was 
admitted to the Deanery of Lichfield, which he resigned on 30th 
April, 1390. He received a prebendaiy Stall of Yoric in April, 
1383, was Dean of the Royal Free Chapel of St Mary, Stafford, 
in 1384, and was installed prebendary of Lincoln in October, 1389. 
Shortly before his death which took place on or before 25th July, 
1390^ he received from the crown a prebendary Stall in the 
in the Collegiate Church of St Edith in Tamworth, Staffordshire, 
and was also appointed prebendary of St Paul's London. He 
wrote a chronicle in French from the 9th year of King John to 
his own time and dedicated it to Prince Edward, and is said to 
have recorded the Prince's exploits. 

[Leland, Comment de Script Brit c 40a n 365 ed Hall, and CoUectanea 
I, 454 sq (snd edit) Bale, Cat Script Brit cent VI c 68 p 490 (ed 
1557) adds nothing to Leiand bat divides PiJcinstoa's Chrooicte 
into two books **The Historia*' and the ''Acta qninque regum"} 
Tanner, BibU Brit p 569; Fuller, Worthies 11 474 ed Nichols; 
Le Neve, Fasti EccL AngL I, 41* 5^» ^» ifh H^ S09, 379 ed. 
Hardy; Thompson, Chron. Galir. le Baker pp. 183-4; Hunt, 
Article, N. D. Biography, Vol XUH, p. 96.] 

ROOBR DB HOLMB, 1 387. /. riS. PAXIXOTOM, OR PACXnCOTOM. 

Was successively Rector of Wimbish, Essex ; of Wallop, dioc. 
of Winchester ; of Patrington, Yorks, and of Bishop Wearmouth, 
Durham, Chancellor of St Paul's, London, appointed prebendaiy 
of Kentish Town, in St Paul's, 21st Febniaiy, 139a Canon 
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in St Pauls.' Pk^bendaiy of Tolleshunt in St Martins- 
le-Grrandy and of FountemeU in Shaftesbury, Sar. diocese. Priest 
of the Free Chapel of St Radegund in St Paul's. Prebendaiy 
of Chisenbury in Sarum; and of Erchisjone in St Mary; 
Manchester. 

1387. License for the alienation inmortmsun by John, 

1 2th Jan. Bishop of Durham, of 15 acres of land in Bishop 
Wearmouth, of the endowment of the See, to Roger 
Holme, parson of the church there, of the Bishop's 
patronage, and to his successors, parsons thereof, in 
exchange tor 15 acres of the glebe of said church to 
be granted by him to the said Bishop, and his 
successors. 

His will dated i6th December, 1393, was proved 35 June, 1395. 

[HcBuetsjr, Novum Repertoriitm. Ecclesiast. de pan>ch]ale Londineiue 
p. XXIII ; Pfttent Rolls, Rich. IL 1385-89, p. 37a Vol. IV., p. 199.] 

John dx Dbnham, 1399, 18th March. /.iMr. Holms. 
Canon of York. 

RiCRAKD DS HoLXX. 

Mentioned in Bishop Skiriaw's will as Rector of Wearmouth, 
and Canon of York, and was probably a relative of Roger 
de Holme, Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 1390- 1399. ^^ was 
Warden of King's Ccdlege, Cambridge, and a useful servant to 
the State. He is also mentioned in the will of Richard de 
Ravenser (Test Ebor. I 405. Test Ebor. III. 58 note). 

The Rotuli Scotiae contain some curious particulars relative to 
the career of Richard de Holme as follows, viz : — 

In 1409^ he was assodated with Sir Richard Redman, a 
Yorkshire Knight, to treat with the commissioners of Scotland, 
relative to a truce or peaces Heniy, Lord Fitzhugh of Ravens- 
worth, being added to the commission. In the same year, the 
same three were empowered to insist upon the return from 
Scotland into England of Archibald, Earl of Douglas, an English 
prisoner. In 141 5, the Testator, then described as a Licentiate in 
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Laws, was again twice a commissioner together with Richard 
Lord Grey, and Sir Robert Ogle, to treat for a truce on the 
borders ; and in the same year, he was included in another com- 
mission with Sir Ralph Eure, and Sir William Claxton, two 
knights of the Bishopric, and John Huntman, Master in Theology 
(Dean of Lanchester) to effect an exchange between Murdock, 
son of the Duke of Albany, and Henry de Percy, grandson of the 
Earl of Northumberland, the former a prisoner in England, and 
the latter in Scotland. 

In his will, dated at Cambridge, i8th April, 1424, proved at 
York, 22nd May, 1424, he says^ ''I wish my body to be buried in 
my Parish Church of Wearmouth." (Test Ebon I, p. 405.) 

John di Hxnlbs* 

Surtees vol. Ill, page 32, under the list of Rectors of Sedge* 
field, gives John de Henlee as Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, and 
Treasurer to Bishop Hatfield's household, also Master of Gfreatham, 
1372, August 28th, /. ru. Denby, Canon of Westminster, which 
he exchanged for the Mastership. 

Rector of Sedgefield 1361-1380^/. m. Grey. 

Rector of Houghton-le-Spring I377-I3SA /• ^^* Burstall. 

But as his name does not appear in the lists of Rectors at the 
British Museum, and also at the Record Office, London, I think it 
is very doubtful whether he was Rector of Wearmouth. Surtees 
in his list of Rectors of Wearmouth does not include him. 

John Nxwton, 1424. 
Master of St Edmund's Hospital, Gateshead, 1405. 

Rector of HaughtonJe-Skeme, 1408- 141a 

Of the Diocese of Lichfield, Priest, Rector of Ash in Essex, 
7th February, 1395, and exchanged for St Benet's, Sherehog in 
London, to which he was instituted 22nd July, 1396^ collated to 
Houg^ton-le- Spring, Co. PaL 1412, and to Bishop Wearmouth, 
1424, all three of which (contrary to the Statute) he retained with 
the Hospital (Reg. Langley). 
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Rector of Housfhton, 14 12- 1427, /. m. Walkington, and Master 
of Sherbum, /. res. Newark, 19th January, 1 409- 10, collated by 
Bishop Langley. 

He was succeeded in the Rectory of St. Benet's by Thomas 
Dale, 6th April, 1427; will dated 9th November, 1427, described 
as "Rector of Houghton" printed in Surtees' Society, Durham 
Wilk, vol. ii, p. 77. 

By his will he directs that his body should be buried in the 
choir of Houghton, or in the Hospital of Sherbum. 

"Item lego domino Ricardo Elvet decano Leycestr, unum 
librum vocatum." "Crisostimum super Mattheum." 

William Tart, Rector of Whickham was one of his executors. 

He was a bad man, and by granting c5rr5dies, annual pensions, 
and other iniquitous practices, he almost ruined the Hospital 
Estate, and shamefully suffered the buildings and outhouses to go 
to decay. He seems to have been a favourite with Bishop 
Langley, who connived at his faults. 

[Hutchinson's Durham II, $92.] 

R. DB ElVBT, 1426. /. m. NSWTON. 

One of the founders of the chantry of St John the Baptist and 
St John the evangelist in St Oswald's Church, Durham, in 1402. 

24 To Richard de Elvet, clerk, Thomas de Claxton, 

Bishop Johnde Kelynghall, John de Eggelscliff, chaplain, 

Langley and Alan de Heydon, chaplain ; pardon for the 

(A.D. 1430). acquisition by them, from Gilbert de Elvet of land 

in Stockton, Darlington, Durham, and Wokingham, 

and for granting portions thereof to Matilda, widow 

of the said Gilbert, with remainders over ; and 

license to John Aslakby, son and heir of Alice, widow 

of John Aslakby, to hold the same. 

He was also Dean of St. Mary's^ Newark in Leicester, in 1401, 
and is mentioned in the will of his predecessor at Bishop 
Wearmouth. 

(Surteca* Durham ; 331^ Report of Depnty-Keeper of Public Records, 
App. I. p. 183.] 



Tkomas Lsts or Ltbs» 143 i, jrd DicBicBBR, p. m. Eltbt. 

Vicar-general to Bishop Langley, Dean of St Andrew's, Auck« 
land, from 140910 1431. 

Rector of Whitburn, gth December, 1409^ which he resigned 
in 1410^ for Haughton-le-Skeme, which he resigned in 1415. 

[Sortees' Durham.] 

GxoROB Raocupfb or Rxtcliffi, 1483. 

Believed to be a relative of George Radcliflb, Rector of 
Haughton-le-Skeme, 141 5- 145a 
Died 1494. 

Richard Ntku or Nix, LL.D. 1495, Dxcxxbxr 23RB, 
/. m. Ratclxfti, or Rbtcutfi. 

R. Nykke was bom in Somersetshire, 1447, being son of 
Richard Nykke, and Joan (Stillington) his wife. He received his 
education at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and at Oxford and Bologna, 
and became LL.D. In 1473, he was Rector of Ashbury, Berks; 
in September, 1489^ prebendary of Yatton in the Cathedral of 
Wells, with the Rectory of Cheddon in his native county, and in 
1490 he received by royal patronage, the living of Chedzoy. He 
became Archdeacon of Exeter, 3nl February, 1491-3, but resigned 
within a year to become Vicar general to Fox, bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and on the loth July, 1494, became Archdeacon of Wells, 
and on the 30th, of the same month prebendary of Fridaytfaorpe 
in the cathedral of York. On the 15th Febmary, following he 
was constituted Vicar general in spirituals to the Bishop of 
Durham (Fox) (with whom Nykke was Vicar general at Bath 
and WeUs). 

1497, July 3rd, Dispensation from Rickard Nykke, Vicar 
general of Richard (Fox) Bishop of Durham, for Sir William 
Eure, Knight, and Constance his wife, who have married 
although twice related in third degree. Issued by Julian the 
Cardinal, September isth, Sth, Alexr. vi Reg. Fox at Duriiam, 
I3a.b. 

On 33rd December, 1495, he had the Rectory of Bishop Wear* 
mouth. He was official of the Consistory Court, Durham, with 
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the oflfhse ofkeeper of the Ghpeat Seal during pleasute, and jxffurs 
srjth March, 1497 .{Rot. A. Fox. No. 8) and the last. time, 12th 
November, 1479 {^^^ A. Fox. Int. No. 38, 39). He was appoint- 
ed Canon of Windsor, .29th November, 1497, and then.orsoon 
afterwards became Registrar of the Order of the Garter, and 
Dean of the Chapel Royal. On 2nd October, 1499, he became 
Rector of High Ham, Somerset, and held .the .living until he was 
promoted. to .the Bishopric of Norwich, March 1 500-1. In 1505 
he had a general pardon. Whilst Bishop of Norwich, he dis*- 
played great activity, and some cruelty in suppressing heresy. 
He endeavoured to extend his spiritualjurisdiction over the 'Mayor 
of Thetford, fell into a : praemunire, was imprisoned in the 
Marshalsea, and fined 10000 marks, but at length had a pardon 
from Parliament, and the fine was returned to him, and it is said 
that with part of this money, the glass windows of King's College 
Ch^[>el in Cambridge were purchased. 

In 1534' he was very infirm and almost blind, r^fused^hdp, and 
was pronounced contumaeious. He 'began, it is said, a corres- 
pondence with the papal court ;' but asi he was unable' to write the 
assertion isp probably fedse. He died on f 4th January, • iSSS^H^ ^^^ 
' burieid'tmder an Altar Tomb' on the south side t^f his Cathedral. 
*Iiiis' Bi^op nHio is represented to ha^ been a man 6{ vicious 
life, nevertheless, rebuilt the roofs of the north and south transept 
aiMesofhidCath^rAl, and founded Aree fellowships in Trinity 
•H411; where his exequies were annually oetebratefd. Arms :— Or, 
on a chevron between three; leopard's heads^ GMes, at^inquefidfl 
of the field. 

.{Cooper, Athense Cantab, vol. 1.56; Woo^, Atb» Oxoi^; ed Bliss, ii, 744; 
StiTpe, Memonals 4t ii> Ht ui>/i, 57;;. Bnmet, Hist Reform; 
Blomefield, Norfolk ii, 52, iii, 543; Le Neve, Fast^ .Ellis, Letters 
(3) ii, 86; Univ. and ColL Doc. i, 159 ; Wright, Mon. Lett, 4 ; Stat 
i25' HeO'ViiiiX 39 ;>.X3hiirton, ' Litcs of Smyth add Cotton, - 2XS»s5o- 
356; Ginstinian, Despatches, i, 307*309; Hutchinson, Durham, 
i, 4fiS; Aichbbld; Article in N.D. of Biography, XU, 74.] 

: 'RacHAED . WiATT, . Clsrx, i I S02, A^RiL ;8iai. 
pr. per. Hen* VIII sid. vac. 
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William Caetbk, Carther or Cawther, S.T.P. 1546, July ist. 

William Carter, S.T.P., Rector of Redmarshall, IS44-6; 
appointed Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, ist July, 1546, which he 
resigned in 1548 ; Archdeacon of Northumberland, 3rd November, 
1558. He was deprived in 1560 and sentenced to remain at 
Thirsk, or within ten miles, on account of his recusancy. Died at 
Mechlin in Brabant, 1578. 

[Reg. I, Dean and Chapter, Dun. fo. 108 ; Hutchinson, Durham, ii, 287 ; 
Strype, Eocles. Mem., p. 241, Strype, Ann. I, p. 275.] 

Thomas Pattenson, Clsrk, 1548, p, res. Carter, Carther, 

OR Cawther. 

A native of Northumberland, graduated in arts, and was fellow 
of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge. He was one of the proctors of 
the University, 1500-1, and proceeded B.D. 1503. In 1506, he 
was sent by the University to Margaret, Countess of Richmond 
and Derby, on the subject of a controversy with the townsfolk. In 
June, the same year, he, with others, acted as arbitrators between 
the University and the Prior and the Convent of Barnwell. In 
1523 he proceeded D.D. He was no doubt preferred in the 
Church, and it is probable that he was Vicar of Aldbury in 
Hertfordshire. In 1544, he founded a scholarship in Christ's 
College, reserving the patronage to himself for life, and vesting 
the same after his death in the Dean and Chapter of Durham. 
He also gave money and books to Pembroke Hall. He was 
Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 1548-60; and appointed Will 
Symson, Clerk, his curate, ist April, 1548. 

[Hawes and Loders, Framlingham, 221 ; Cooper, Ann. of Camb. i, 256, 
282, 283 ; Newcourt, Repertorium, i, 792 ; Univ. and Coll. Doc. 
i, 202; Cooper, Ath. Cant. 535; Reg. 8. Dean and Chapter 
Dun. fo. 108; Surtees i, 231.] 

Adam Hallyday, or Holyday, S.T.B. 1560. pr. Reg. Eliz. sed, vac, 

Adam Holyday was installed 3rd January, 1560, to the nth 
stall at Durham, on the death of Mr. Jo. Henshaw. He was 
presented by Queen Elizabeth, sede vacanie^ and admitted by Dr. 
Watson and Dr. John Crawforth, who were guardians of the 
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Spiritualties of this See (of Durham) by a commission from the 
Chapter of York, that See being then vacant by the deprivation 
of the Archbishop [Nicholas Heath,] and the Dean being abroad 
in foreign parts. The same year the Queen presented him to the 
Rectory of Bishop Wearmouth ; and in 1561, he was appointed 
by the Chapter to collect the Queen's tenths, etc. (Hutchinson). 

Mentioned in Bishop Barnes' visitation, 1578. 
William Fuyster, curate, no license. 
William Shipperson, parish clerk. 

Rudolph Shipperdson, Richard Burdon, Thomas Burdon, 
guardians. [Churchwardens.] 

It is remarkable, that Holyday, as well as Adam Shepherd of 
the 8th stall, and Stevenson of the 9th stall, were admitted by 
commission from the chapter of York; this must have been 
owing to the difficulties of those times. The Queen had deprived 
the Archbishop, and Tunstall was dead, and the Chapter here 
obnoxious to the Queen, and probably fearful of doing anything 
that might create dispute with the Chapter of York, it was 
complied with as a compromise on both sides (Hutchinson). 

Died early in 1590. 

[Sur. Soc. Vol. aa.] 

Tobias Matthew, S.T.B. 1590, 28th May. p.m. Hallyday, 

OR Holyday. 

He was son of John Matthew of Ross, Herefordshire, and his 
wife Eleanor Crofton of Ludlow, and was born at Bristol, 1546. 
His eldest son, who was at Oxford University embraced the 
Catholic faith, and became a Jesuit. He, Tobias Matthew, 
received his early education at Wells and matriculated at Oxford 
as a probationer of University College in 1559. In February, 
1 561, he was a member of Christ Church, from whence he took 
his B.A., nth February, 1563-4, M.A., 2Sth June, 1566, ordained 
the same year, and on 2nd November 1 569 he was unanimously 
elected Public Orator of the University and held the office till 
August, 1572. Rector of Algarkirk, Co. Lincoln, 1571. In 1570, 
he was appointed a Canon of Christ Church; on 28th November, 
1572 Archdeacon of Bath, and Chaplain in ordinary to the Queen. 



52 

On isth May, 1572, Prebendary of Teynton Regis in the 
Cathedral of Salisbury. On 17th July, 1572, he was elected 
President of St John's College. A member of Gray's Inn, 1575. 
In 1576 he was appointed Dean of Christ Church and resigned 
the headship of St John's, 8th May, 1577. He took the degree 
of B.D. loth December, 1573, D.D. June, 1574. On 
14th July, 1579, he was nominated Vice-Chancellor of the 
University by Lord Ehidley, Earl of Leicester ; then Chancellor, 
Canon of Wells, 157S. In June, 1583, he became Chanter and 
Precenter of Salisbury, but resigned in the following February. 
He was installed Dean of Durham, 31st August, 1583, and 
resigned the Deanery of Christ Church early in 1584. He was 
inducted as Rector of Bishop Wearmouth on 28th May, 1590. 
In 1595 he was promoted to the Bishopric of Durham, vacant, on 
Matthew Hutton, his predecessor, on 25th March, 1 595, being 
appointed to the Archbishopric of York ; Matthew's appointment 
having received the Queen's assent on April 7th, he was con- 
secrated on Palm Sunday, April 1 3th, enthroned on the 22nd, 
and received restitution of his temporalities on the 29th. He 
was an able controversialist, and an eloquent preacher, and 
much respected in private life. In 1596, he was one of the 
commissioners appointed to settle disputes on the Scottish 
Borders. In 1603, he met James I. at Berwick, and attended him 
to Durham ; and in the same year he demised Norham Castle, 
Norhamshire and Islandshire to the King, who immediately 
granted Norham to the Earl of Dunbar. This property was 
never regained by the See, but as some compensation, Durham 
House in the Strand (London), was at this time restored to it 

On 1 8th April, 1606, he was appointed Archbishop of York, 
and was translated on the 26th July, on the death of Matthew 
Hutton whom he had succeeded at Durham. He was given the 
custody of the Lady Arabella Stuart, and it was from his house 
that she escaped in June, 161 1. 

He died at Cawood on 29th March, 1628, was buried in the 
Lady Chapel in York Minster, where his tomb stands (the effigy 
now separate) on the south side of the Presbytery. When Dean 
of Durham he preached 721 sermons^ when Bishop 550, When 
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Archbishop of York, up to Trinity Sunday, 1623, 721— in all 1992. 
He married Frances, daughter of William Barlow (d. 1568) 
some time Bishop of Chichester, and widow of Matthew Parker, 
second son of the Archbishop of that name. She died lOth May, 
1629. She was one of four sisters, all of whom married Bishops. 
Among their children they had Sir Tobie, the brilliant courtier, 
diplomatist and writer, bom 3rd October, I577» at Salisbury'. 
Two younger sons John and Samuel and two daughters. His 
portrait in the Hall of Christ Church, Oxford, shows him as a 
small meagre man, with moustache and beard turning grey. 
One authority says his original name w^ Williams. 

[For the degrees and university offices held by Matthew the Reg. of 
Univ. of Oxford, ed. Boase and Clark (Oxford Hist. Soc); For 
later life : St. John's College MSS.; Wood, Ath. Oxon ; Fuller, 
Church History ; Godwin, De Prsesulibus Ang. ; H. B. Wilson, 
Hist, of Merchant Taylors' School ; Granger, Biog. Hist. ; Camden, 
Britannia ; Le Neve, Lives of Bishops since the Reformation ; 
Tfaoresby, Vicaria Leodiensis, p. 155 sq. (largely i)rom the Arch- 
bishop's manuscript diary) ; The Calendars of State Papers afford 
many illustrations of the Archbishop's political and private life ; 
Hutton, Article in N.D. of Biography, XXXVII, 62.] 

Francis BuRGOTNE, S.T.B. 1595. April./, res. Matthew S.T.B. 

Was collated to the Rectory of Bishop Wearmouth April 159S; 
and instituted a Prebendary of the 8th stall Durham Cathedral on 
May 6th, 161 7 ; and was Archdeacon of Northumberland 13th 
Sept. 162 1 ; all of which he retained until his death in 1632 or 
1633. He was also at one time Rector of Spofforth, Co. York. 

He was one of the proxies mentioned in the commission for 
inthronization of Bishop Neile the 13th Oct. 161 7, in which he 
is expressly called a canon of Durham. His dividend was paid 
him by William James, treasurer, Michaelmas 1633, so he 
survived that time (Grey's MSS). 

The following extracts from the Bishop Wearmouth Parish 
Registers probably relate to his family : — 

1624. Francis Burgo3me s. of Mr. George Burgoyne 

Dec. 5. of Warmouth, baptized. 
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1633. Mr. George Burgoyne and Magdalen Nuby 
Aug. S. both of this Parish, married. 

1634. Frances d. of Mr. George Burgoyne of Sunder- 
Oct 19. land, baptized 

1635. Mr. George Burgoyne of Sunderland, Alder- 
May 27. man^ buried. 

164 1 -2. John Baggs and Magdalen Burgoyne both of 

Feb. 17. this Parish, married by licence. 

Walter Marshall signs as Curate. 162 1. 

Richard Hickes „ „ „ 1630. 

John Johnson, A.M. 1632, 25 Feb. /.«. Burgoyne. 

Johanes Johnson hujus (Ecclesiae pastor) parochiae Rector 
Sepultus fuit. 

Appointed to Bishop Wearmouth by Thomas Morton, Bishop 
of Durham, 25th Feb., 1632, which he held till his death in 
November, 1643. 

His curate from 1640 to 1643 was Robert Grey, afterwards 
(1652- 1 704) Rector. 

[Randall, MSS ; Bishop Wearmouth Parish Registers.] 

Christian Sherwood, S.T.P. 1643-4, 20th January, /.01. Johnson. 

Vicar of St. Oswald's, Durham, December 20th, 163 1 ; 
appointed Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 20th January, 1643-4 ; 
was ejected in 1646 by the Commonwealth, and a Puritan divine 
named William Johnson intruded. Sherwood died in 1652. 

William Johnson, A.M. (an Intruder) 1646. 

August 29th, 1650. Mem. that whereas the Parsonage-house 
of Bishop Wearmouth was in the year 1646 defaced and exceed- 
ingly ruined by armies, William Johnson, admitted at that time 
to the Rectory, hath since disbursed considerable sums of money 
to make the same habitable : In all £41 8s. od. 

Johnson held a court 23rd Oct., 1650. 

[Gftrbutt, Sunderland, 181.] 
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Samuel Hamhond, D.D. 165 i. (A Skcond Intrudir). 

He was born at York and married at Ryton, Co. Durham, 
April, 165 1, to Margaret, a daughter of Mr. Justice Ogle, ot 
Eglingfham. 

By an order of the Common Council, dated 1652, November, 
5th, Hammond was appointed to preach at St Nicholas, New- 
castle-on-Tyne on Sunday afternoons, and to lecture on 
Thursdays at a salary of £100. He was of the sect called *< The 
Congregational Judgement." The saints of former times were 
not acknowledged by them, and they always spoke of the Parish 
Church as "Nicholas Church." The manuscript life of Ambrose 
Barnes recorded that "Mr Hammond was a butcher's son of 
York, but raised the meanness of his birth by the eminency of 
his qualifications." 

When at King's College, Cambridge, he was servitor to Dr. 
Samuel Collins, (1576-1651,) Professor of Divinity, and by the 
Earl of Manchester's interest obtained a fellowship in Magdalene 
College. Sir Arthur Heiselrigge (governor of Newcastle) took 
him into the north of England as his Chaplain, and he settled 
for some time as Minister in Bishop Wearmouth, held a court 
there — the Rectors being lords of the Manor — on 19th August, 
165 1, but removed a few months afterwards to Newcastle. At 
the Restoration he was ejected from his charge at Newcastle, 
and retired to Hamburg as Minister to the Society of Merchants 
there. Lord Chancellor Hyde objected to this, and he had to 
go to Stockholm, then to Danzig, and finally to London, taking 
up his abode at Hackney. He died loth December, 1665. 

[Palmer, Nonconformists' Memorial, III, 76 ; Mackenzie, Newcastle, I, 
282 ; Brand, Newcastle, I, 307 ; Brit. Mus. Cat. ; Welford, Men of 
Mark, II, 426-32; Bayne, Article in N.D. of Bic^raphy, XXIV, 25a] 

WiLLiAH Graves, Clerk, 1654 (a third Intruder). 

Ejected 1661. 
Held Courts sth Dec, 1654; 26th April, 1660. 
Mr. William Graves, Parson of this Parish of Bishop 
Wearmouth, and Mrs. Hannah Sangar, daughter of Mr. Gabrill 
Sangar, minister of St. Martins-in-the-Fields, Mar., 6th Dec, 
1657. Married at Bishop Wearmouth. 
[Surtees, Durham, I, 231.] 
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RoBBftx Gkn, S.T.P. 165X. April ist. pom.. Shkkwqod. 

Was a. son- of Sir Ralph Grey of Horton and ChiUingham 
and hdf-brotfaer of William, Lord Grey of Wark ; educated at 
Northallerton, Newcastle-on-Tyne and Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge' ; curate at Wearmouth» 1640-43 ; originally collated by 
Bishop Morton (who was then deprived 1^ the Parliament and 
living ait Easton-Mauduyt in Novthamptonshire) 15th March. i6SSk ; 
and held his first Court on 2nd June,, 1661. 

He was collated to the prebend of the 8th stall in Durham 
Cathedral, May roth, 1652 (but not instituted until Nov. 2nd, 
r66o), which he held till his death. 

His Parsonage home being greatly injured in the turbulent 
times, Grey was obliged to rebuild the front of it. In July, 1660, 
he was made Bachelor of Divinity at Cambridge and m the 
following September he was made D.D., both by mandamus. 

He was never married and was found dead in his study on 
gth July. 1704, aged 94, and was buried at Wearmouth. 

[Siirtees» Durham, I, p. 331 ; Raine, North Dvucham^ 330.] 

JoHM Smith^ S.T.P. 1704, 28th July, p.9u Gair. 

He was bom loch November, (659^ at Lowther, Westmore- 
land, the eldest son of the Rev. Wm. Smith, M.A., rector of that 
parish, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Giles Wetherell, Esq., 
Mayor of Stockton, by his wife Anne, sister of Sir Greorge 
Marwood of Little Busby, Yorks, ist. Baronet. He was educated 
by his father at Bradford, Yorkshire, under Christopher Ness or 
Nesse, where he made little progress, and subsequently at 
Appleby School, whence he was admitted to St. John's College, 
Cambridge, on iithjune, 1674. He distinguished himself at 
College, where he graduated B.A., 1677, M.A., 1681, and D.D., 
July, 1696, and was, on leaving St. John's, ordained Deacon and 
Priest by Archbishop Richard Sterne. In July, 1682, he was 
admitted a Minor Canon of Durtiam, and shortly afterwards 
collated to the curacy of Croxdale, and on i st July, 1684, ^ that 
of Witton Gilbert From 1686 to 1689, he acted as Chaplain to 
Lord Lansdowne, the English Ambassador at Madrid. In 1694, 
be was appointed domestic Chaplain to Nathaniel Crewe, who 
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St Edmund's at Gateshead ; and on 25th September, 1695, to the 
Ttb prebendal stall in Durham Cathedral (the only instance of a 
Minor Canon becoming a Prebendary). In 1699 he was made 
treasurer of Durham, to which the Bishop added in July 1 704, the 
rectory of Bishop Wearmouth. He rebuilt the rectory at a cost 
of £1600, and. restored the chancel of the church at a cost of £200, 
but he spent the larger portion of his time at Cambridge, labour- 
ing at an edition of Bede's **History," which he did not live to 
complete. In 171 3 his health began to fail, and he died at 
Cambridge on 30th July, 1715. He was buried in the chapel of 
St. John's College, where a monument was erected with an 
inscription by his friend, Thomas Baker (1656-1740), the historian 
of the college. He married in 1692, Mary, eldest daughter of 
William Cooper, of Scarborough, who gave his daughter a 
portion of £4500 ; by her he had, with four other sons, George 
(1693-1756X who inherited his father's scholarly tastes, and 
brought out from his materials in 1722, the ''Historiae Eccles- 
iastics Gentis Anglorum Libri Quinque, auctore Venerabili 
Baeda. . . cura et studio Johannis Smith, S.T.P.," Cambridge 
University Press, fol., which was admittedly the best of the older 
editions of Bede. Besides some published sermons, John Smith 
projected a History of Durham, and furnished some materials to 
Bishop Gibson for his edition of Camden, and to James Anderson 
(1662- 1 728) for his "Historical Essay" in 1705. 

[Le Neve, Fasti, III, 315 ; Biographia Britannica; Nichol, Lit. Anecd. 
I, 333; Hutchinson, Durham, II, 254, 442, 588; Surtees, 
Durham, I, 231, II, 119, 371 ; Nicholson, Letters, I, 224; Chalmers, 
Biogf. IHct. 28, 119; Allibone, Diet, of English Lit.; Seccombe, 
Article in the N. D. of Biography, XLIII, 76.] 

John Bowss, S.T.P., D.D., 17 15, Auoust. pjn. Smith. 

Was the 5th son of Thomas Bowes» of Streatlam, Esq. (who 
died 7th September, 1660), and his wife Anne, daughter and 
co«heiress of Anthony Maxton, B.D , and Prebendary of Durham, 
Rector of Wolsingham, Chaplain to Charles I. ; and brother of Sir 
William Bowes» M.P, for the county of Durham. B.A. Trinity 
College, Cambridge, 1680 ; M.A.> 1684 ; D«P«> i6g$ \ incorporated 
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13th November 1705; Rector of WycliflF, Yorks, 1691; and of 
Elwick, 1 701, p,m, Beaumont, which he resigned for Bishop 
Wearmouth, 1715; Canon of Durham 1696; Prebendary of 1st 
Stall, collated ist May, installed 2nd May, 17 12 ; of the 5th, 1696, 
collated 23rd March, installed 21st April. He was appointed to 
Bishop Wearmouth, Aug^ust, 1715, inducted 6th September; and 
held the living; until his death on 14th January, 1721-2. In 1718 
he presented a silver cup to the Church. 

He expended in rebuilding^ and ornamenting his Prebendal 
house about £icxx), towards which he had an allowance of wood 
from the chapter, to the value of £250. 

Was buried in Durham Cathedral, 1 6th January, 172 1-2, and 
is described in the Cathedral Registers as '' Dr. John Bowes, 
Prebendary." 

He was never married. 

He left money in his will to build the Almshouses on 
Wearmouth Green. 

[Foster, Alum. Oxon. ; and Index Ecclesiasticus.] 

John Laurence, 1721. A.M. p,m, Bowes. 

A native of Stamford Baron, Northants. He was entered at 
Clare College, Cambridge, 20th May, 1665; B.A. 1668, Fellow of 
Clare ; Prebendary of Sarum and Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Salisbury, Rector of Yelvertoft, County Northampton ; and of 
Bishop Wearmouth, 1721, until his death on i8th May, 1732. 

One of his daughters, Penelope, married John Pemberton, of 
Bainbridge Holme; his youngest daughter, Eleanor, married 
Edward Dale, of Tunstall ; another daughter, Elizabeth, married 
John Goodchild, of Pallion Hall. He was author of (i) "The 
Clergyman's Recreation, showing the pleasure and profit of the 
Art of Gardening, " 1714, 4th edition, 1716; (2) "Christian 
Religion the best friend to Civil Grovemment," a sermon, 
17 17; (3) "Christian Morals and Christian Prudence," 17 17; 
(4) "A new system of Agriculture," 1726; (5) "Paradice 
Regain'd, or the Art of Gardening," a poem, 1728, a poor 
piece of versifying which is doubtfully attributed to Laurence ; 
(6) "On enclosing Commons," 1732, 
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It is said that Bishop Talbot gave him the choice of either 
Bishop Wearmouth or Haughton-le-Skerne. 

His only son, the Rev. John Laurence, Rector of St. Mary's, 
Aldermanbury, was Curate of Bishop Wearmouth under his 
father from 1729- 17 30. 

[Garbtttt, Sunderland; Watkins, Article in N.D. of Biography, 
XXXII, 206.] 

Wadham Chandler, M.A., 1732, Mat. p.m, Laurkncx. 

A younger son of Dr. Edward Chandler, Bishop of Durham 
(a native of Ireland), by Barbara, eldest daughter of Sir 
Humphrey Briggs ; and was educated at Eton and Clare Hall, 
Cambridge. 

He was Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, May, 1732, Rector of 
Washington, July, 1733, both of which he resigned in Aug., 1735, 
for the Mastership of Sherbum Hospital, /. res. Rvndle (he 
resigned the living of Washington the day of his appointment). 

He was Spiritual Chancellor Sept. 25th, 1731; Prebendary 
of the 1 2th Stall, installed 21st July, 1735, both of which he held 
till his death. 

He died at Aix in France, June 2nd, 1737, without issue and 
was buried May 29th, 1738, in the Galilee Chapel, at Durham 
Cathedral, and is thus described in the Cathedral Registers, 
"Wadham Chandler Spiritual Chancellor and Preb. of this 
Church." 

His brother Richard was his successor as Spiritual Chancellor, 
1737-1769. 

Grey's Notes, MSS., quoted by Hutchinson, Vol. II, p. 244, 
says Robert Stillingfleet, M.A„ Rector of Ryton, etc., "held 
Bishop Wearmouth after the death of Mr. Laurence till Mr. 
Wadham Chandler was of age to take it." 

[Randall MSS; Hutchinson, Durham, II, 277.] 

HsNRT Bland, 1735, August, /. res. Chandler. 

Bom 1703, elder son of Dr. Henry Bland, Dean of Durham, 
1 728- 1 746, Canon of Windsor, and Provost of Eton College, by 
his wife Anne daughter of Peter Hudson, Alderman and J.P. of 
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Doncaster, by his wife Ursula, daughter of Robert Wildbore of 
Arksey near Doncaster. He was educated at Eton aqd 
Oxford, matric. nth July, 1722, Christ Church, aged 19; 
BA., Corpus Christi College, in 1726; he obtained an hon- 
orary degree of M.A. at Cambridge ; Prebendary of 
Lincoln; and Rector of Gad way, 1731; Rector of Washington; 
and Bishop Wearmouth, August, 1735; installed in the 6th 
Prebend of Durham, 2nd August, 1737; D.D., 1747; died 7th 
May, 1768, worth £80000, all of which went to his sisters. His 
epitaph was written by Dr. Lough, Bishop of Oxford. 

H. S. £• 
HENRICUS BLAND, S.T.P., 

Henrici Bland, S.T.P., 
Hujus ecclecsiae nuper decani, 

Filius natu maximus : 

Vir excellenti ingenio pra^itus ; 

Et, quot eo Patre natum, eodem Praeceptore institutum, decuit, 

Eximie eruditus: 
A Reverendo admodum Patre 
EDWARDO CHANDLER, Episcopo Dunelmensi, 
Ecclesiarum de Washington et Weremouth Episcopi 
Rector Constitutus A.D., MDCCXXXV. 

etc. etc. 
He was buried in Durham Cathedral in the northern part of 
the Nine Altars, May 12th, 1768, aged 65. 

One of his curates was the Rev. Robert Chicken, who died 
1743, a brother of Edward^Chicken, the author of the "Collier's 
Wedding." 

[Foster, Alum. Oxon. ; Hutchinson, Durham, 11, 350 ; Registers of 
Durham Cathedral, 124.] 

William Radlet, M.A., 1768. Sxpt, 8th, p.m. Bland. 

B.A. Trinity College, Cambr., 1740; M.A. 1744 ; ordained 
Deacon by Richard Rejmolds, Bishop of Lichfield, 24th May, 
1741 ; Priest, at Durham Castle Chapel, by Martin Benson, 
Bishop of Gloucester, i6th Oct., 1743 ; took the oaths and 
instituted to Ingram, 26th Dec, 1746; on 8th Oct., 1755, he was 
lipensed to serve the Cure of St. Hild's, in South Shields, and to 
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receive a salary of £40 per year by quarterly payments ; 
Lecturer of St. Hild's 27th July, 1758, to 29th July, 1762; 
collated to Whickham, 1763, Oct. 14th. A dispensation was 
granted on Aug. 22nd, 1768, to hold two livings, and on the 8th 
of the following month he was collated to Bishop Wearmouth. 
He held the living of Ingram until his death, as his successor 
Nathaniel Clayton was appointed in 1776. He held a lease 
from the Dean and Chapter of a farm in South Shields (formerly 
Ann Coatsworth's). He was Rector of Bishop Wearmouth 
from 1768 to his death in 1775, and was buried there in the 
Chancel, but the gravestone was afterwards removed, and is 
now covered by the pulpit base. The inscription on it was : — 

Here lieth interred 

the Body 

of the Revd. William Radley, 

A.M., Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 

Who departed this life 

Nov. 19th, 177s, 

Aged 56. 

[Visitation Returns, 1774 ; Graduati Cantabrigiensis ; Book of Subscrip- 
tions, Auckland Castle; Bishop Trevor, Act Books, Auckland 
Castle; Randall MSS. ; Institution Books in the Record Office, 
London ; Auckland MSS. at Auckland Castle.] 

HxNRT Egxrton, D.D., 1776, /. m, Radlet. 

Oriel College, Matric. 12th June, 1746, aged 17, B.A. 1749; 
M.A. 2 1st February, 1752; Rector of Whitchurch, Salop; 
Archdeacon of Derby, residentiary of Lichfield, and Prebendary 
of Home in York Cathedral, which he resigned in May, 1773; 
Prebendary of the second stall at Durham, 1773-1795. 

On a Table Monument in St. Giles' Church, Durham : — 

Here lie the remains of / Henry Egerton, / Prebendary of 
Durham, / A bountiful friend to the poor of this City. / He was 
son of / the Honourable and Right Reverend / Henry Egerton, 
D.D., / Lord Bishop of Hereford, / and brother of the Right 
Reverend / John Egerton, LL.D., / Lord Bishop of Durham. / He 
died on the 28th day of February, 1795, / in the 66th year of his 
age. / And of Annabella relibt of the said / Henry Egerton^ 
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daughter of / John Lowther, M.D., brother of / Sir Wm. Lowther 
of Swillington / in Yorkshire, Baronet. / She died 20th of Feb- 
ruary, 1803 / in the 74th year of her age. 

[Foster, Alum. Oxon. ; Hutchinson, Durham, II, 230.] 

William Palst, 1795, App. gra and Ind. 14TH March, p.m. Egsrton. 

Bom at Peterborough in July, 1743, and baptised in the 
Cathedral on 30th August following, was the eldest child ot 
William Paley, who was a Minor Canon of Peterborough Cath- 
edral, which he resigned on being appointed Head Master of 
the Giggleswick Grammar School. William was educated at 
his father's school ; and on 16th November, 1758 he was entered 
as a sizar at Christ's College, riding to Cambridge with his 
father. He fell off his pony seven times on the road, his father 
only turning his head on such occasions to say '* Take care of 
thy money, lad." He returned to his home, and was sent to 
learn mathematics under William Howarth at Topcliffe, near 
Ripon. 

In October 1759, he began his residence at Christ's; on 5th 
December, and was elected to a scholarship appropriated to 
Giggleswick School ; on the following day to a Foundation 
Scholarship and a Mildmay Exhibition, and on 26th May, 1761, 
to a Scholarship founded by a Mr. Bunting. He graduated B.A. 
January, 1763, and was Senior Wrangler of the year. Afterwards 
for 3 years as an usher in an Academy at Greenwich, under a 
Mr. Bracken, and while there he became Curate to John Hinch- 
liife, then Vicar of Greenwich. He continued to officiate there, 
although he left his school to become tutor to the son of a Mrs. 
Orr. On 24th June, 1766, Paley was elected Fellow of his College 
and came again into residence. He was ordained Priest in 
London by Bishop Terrick, on 21st December, 1767. Anthony 
Shepherd, College Tutor, was made sole Tutor in 1768; but 
entrusted his duties as a lecturer to Paley and his friend John 
Law. Paley lectured upon metaphysics, morals, and the Greek 
Testament, while Law took the mathematics. They raised the 
reputation of the College by their lectures, and were officially 
appointed Tutors on 13th March, 1771. 
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Paley became one of the Preachers at Whitehall in 1771 and 
continued till 21st April, 1776. 

' On 8th May, 1775, he was presented to the Rectory of 
Musgrave, Cumberland, worth about £80 a year, by the Bishop 
of Carlisle; on 6th June, 1776, he was married to Miss Jane 
Hewitt, daug-hter of a Spirit Merchant at Carlisle ; and finally 
left Cambridge for Musgrave. He had been praelector in his 
College, 1767-g, Hebrew Lecturer (probably a sinecure) from 
1 768- 1 770, and Taxer in the University, 1770-1. 

Paley tried farming on a small scale by way of recreation. 
He failed, however, to pay his expenses, and gave it up. By the 
end of 1776 he received the Vicarage of Dalston, Cumberland, 
worth £90 a year, and in 1777, the Vicarage of Appleby, worth 
£200 a year, resigning Musgrave. In 1780 he was installed a 
Prebendary at Carlisle, worth an income of £400 ; and in Aug., 
1782, resigned Appleby on becoming Archdeacon in succession 
to his friend John Law. The archdeaconry was a sinecure, the 
usual duties being performed by the Chancellor. The Rectory 
of Great Salkeld, worth £120 a year, was annexed to it. 

At the end of 1785 Paley became Chancellor of the diocese ; 
and in 1789, Bishop Yorke of Ely, offered him the Mastership of 
Jesus College, Cambridge, which however he declined. In May, 
1792, he was presented by the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle to 
the Vicarage of Addingham, near Great Salkeld, worth £140 a 
year. In 1793 he vacated Dalston for the Vicarage of Stanwix, 
near Carlisle. He had, he said, three reasons for changing : 
Stanwix was nearer his house in Carlisle, was worth £50 a year 
more, and his "stock of sermons was recurring too rapidly." In 
August, 1794, Bishop Porteus, who had been a fellow of Christ's 
College with him, gave him the Prebend of St. Pancras in the 
Cathedral of St. Paul's, worth about £150 a year, and which did 
not involve residence. In January, 1795, Bishop Pretyman gave 
him the Sub-Deanery of Lincoln, worth £700 per annum, when 
he resigned his Prebend and Chancellorship at Carlisle. He 
held the Archdeaconry till May, 1805. He performed his 
exercises for the D.D. deg-ree at Cambridge directly after his 
institution at Lincoln. Before he had left Cambridge, Bishop 



64 

Barrington of Durham, offered him the Rectory of Bishop 
Wearmouth, then valued at £1200 St year, for which 'he vacated 
Stanwix and Addlngham. * 

Paley lived from this time in Bishop Wearmouth, except 
during his three month's annual residence at Lincoln. He 
avoided all trouble about tithes, which he had described in the 
''Moral Philosophy," as ''noxious to cultivation and improvement," 
by granting a lease for life to the land owners. Re congratulated 
himself upon avoiding the risks of collection, though at some 
diminution of income. His first wife died May, 1791, anU he 
married, secondly, on 14th December, 1795, 'Miss Dobinson, df 
Carlisle. He lived comfortably and hospitably, and amused his 
neighbours by his peculiarities of horsemanship in 'the pafk 
behind the Rectory. 

He acted on the Commission of the Peace, and is said to have 
shown himself irascible in that capacity. An attempt to limit 
the number of licenses to public-houses, in which his brother 
magistrates failed to support him, brought him some trouble. 

He died on 2Sth May, 1805, leaving " a very competent 
fortune" and was buried in Carlisle Cathedral on 4th June by the 
side of his first wife. He left four sons and three daughters. 
A tablet was placed to his memory on the east wall of the 
Cathedral, and since, a very handsome carved stone pulpit has 
also been erected in the same building, as a memorial of his 
life and work. 

In March, 1896, a brass tablet to the memory of Dr. Paley, 
was erected on the south wall of the Chancel > in Bishop Wear- 
mouth Church. It is in AtfHii, commemorative of the life and 
work of Dr. Paley, the composition of the Veiy Rev. J>r. 
Vaugh^n, Dean of Lldndaff, and Master of the Temple, ' who 
at the request of the Bii»hop of the ^ Diocese, 'Dr. Westcott, 
undertook to provide the epitaph. 

Pale/s WOi^ks are :— i. A Defence Of the "Considerations on 
the Propriety of requiring' a Subscription to Articles Of 'FaStti" 
[by Bi&hop (Edmund) Law], anon. 1774. "2. "Observations fm 
the Character and ex^mi^te of ' Christ; and «n 'appendix tm' Vnt 
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Morality of the Gospel," annexed to Bishop Law's "Reflections," 
1776- 3. "Caution recommended in the Use and Application of 
Sbripture Language/' visitation sermon preached at Carlisle on 
15th July, 1777, Cambridge, 1777, again, 1782. 4. "The Clergy- 
man's companion in visiting the sick," attributed to Paley, is 
merely a reprint of an old compilation. 5. "Advice addressed to 
the Young Clergy of the Diocese of Carlisle" (ordination sermon 
on 29th July, 1 781), 1783. 6. "A distinction of Orders in the 
Church defended upon Principles of Public Utility" (preached 
at Dublin on the consecration of the Bishop of Clonfert, on 21st 
September, 1782), 1782. 7. "Principles of Moral and Policital 
Philosophy/' 1785. A seventeenth edition of this appeared in 
1809. ^^ edition with notes by A. Bain, appeared in 1802, and 
one, with notes, by R. Whately, in 1859. An "Analysis" by 
G. V. Le Grice reached a fourth edition in 1822. The chapter 
on the British constitution was reprinted separately in 1792. 
8. "The Young Christian instructed in Reading and in the 
Principles of Religion ; compiled for the use of the Sunday 
Schools in Carlisle." A charge of plagiarism was made against 
this by J. Robertson, author of a spelling-book from which Paley 
had appropriated passages. Paley's clever and amusing answer 
is given by Meadley and in Nichol's "Anecdotes/' 9. "Horae 
Paulinae" ; or the Truth of the Scripture History of St. Paul 
evinced by a Comparison of the Epistles which bear his name, 
with the Acts of the Apostles and with one another," 1790. A 
sixth edition appeared in 1809, editions, with notes, etc., by J. 
Tate, by T. R. Birks, and by J. S. Howson appeared in 1840, 
1850, and 1877 respectively. A German translation was published 
in 1797. 10. "Charge to the Clergy of the Diocese of Carlisle," 
1790. II. "Reasons for Contentment ^ addressed to the labour- 
ing Part of the British Public," 1793. 12. "Memoir of Bishop 
Edmund Law/' in Hutchinson's "History of Cumberland" (1794) 
and the "Encyclopaedia Britannica," and reprinted, with notes by 
Anonymous, in 1800. 13. "A View of the Evidences of Christian- 
ity/' 1794. A fifteenth edition appeared in 1811 ; editions with 
notes by T. R. Birks, R. Potts, and R. Whately, appeared in 
1848, 1850, and 1859 respectively. An "Analysis" first published 
at Cambridge in 1795, went through several editions, and others 
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have since appeared. Rhymes for all the authors quoted in the 
first eight chapters" was published at Cambridge in 1872, and 
an analysis, with "each chapter summarised in verse/' by A. 4. 
Wilkinson, in 1792. 14. ''Dangers incidental to the Clerical 
Character" (sermon at St. ^fary's Cambridge, on Sth July, 179S), 
'795- I5« "Assize Sermon at Durham," 1795. 16. "Natural 
Theology ; or Evidence of the Existence and Attributes of the 
Diety collected from the Appearances of Nature," 1802, a 
twentieth edition appeared in 1820. "Natural Theology," pub- 
lished 1835-9, includes Paley's 'Natural Theology" in vols, ii and 
iii, with notes by Lord Brougham and Sir C. Bell. The other 
volumes are dissertations by Brougham. An Italian translation 
appeared in 1808, and a Spanish in 1825. 17. "Sermons on 
Several Subjects," printed in obedience to the Author's will, for 
distribution among the inhabitants of Bishop Wearmouth. A 
surreptitious reprint induced Paley's executors to publish this, 
and to hand over the proceeds to charities. Other sermons 
were added in E. Paley's edition of his works. 18. 
"Sermons and Tracts, 1808, contains Nos. i, 3, 4, S, 6, 8, 10, 11, 
14, 15. 19. "Sermons on Various Subjects," edited by E. Paley, 
1825. The first collective edition of Paley's works appeared in 
8 vols, in 1805-8 ; one by Alexander Chalmers appeared in five 
vols. 8vo, in 18 19; one by R. Lynam in 4 vols, 8vo, in 1825; 
one by Edmund Paley in 7 vols., 8vo, in 1825, and again in 4 
vols, in 1838; and one by D. S. Wayland in 5 vols, in 1837. A 
one-volume edition was published in 1851. 

[A life of Paley, in Public Characters, 1802, 97*127 ; Aikin's General 
Biography, 1808, vii, 588-92 ; a careful Life by G. W. Meadley, his 
^'Constant Companion'* at Bishop Wearmouth, was published in 
1809, and a second edition, enlarged, in 1 810 ; a longer Life, by his 
son Edmund, was prefixed to the edition of his Works, in 1825. 
Other lives — as that in Chalmers, one by Lynam prefixed to works 
in 1823, and one by D. S. Wayland prefixed to works in 1837, 
depend upon Meadley. Universal Magazine for 1805, ii, 414, 509, 
by 'a pupil' probably W. Frend ; Monthly Review for 1827. 
Stephen, Article in the N. D. of Biography, XLIII^ 101-7.] 
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RoBiRT OitAT, 1805, 17TH July, /.m. Paley. 

. Was the son of Robert Gray, a wealthy London silversmith, 
and bom there nth March, 1762 ; educated at Eton, and matric. 
at St Mary's Hall, Oxford, 30th June 1780, aged 18, where he 
graduated B.A. 1784 ; M.A. 1787 ; B.D. 1799 ; and D.D. 1802 ; 
Vicar of Farringdon, Berks ; Rector of Crayke, Yorks, 18005; 
Prebendary of 7th Stall of Durham, 1804, which he held until 
his death ; Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, 1805, until his elevation 
in 1827 to the Bishopric of Bristol. 

In 1796, he was appointed Bampton Lecturer. 

He married first, Sophia, fifth daughter of Mr. Robert Wharton 
Myddleton, of Old Park, Co. Durham, and niece of Mr. Richard 
Wharton, M.P. for the City of Durham. He had by her a son 
named Robert (who died ist September, 1872) who was Vicar of 
Stockton, 1 845- 1 847, and afterwards first Bishop of Capetown, 
1847. ^^ t^^ Durham Cathedral Registers we find the burial of 
one of his children : — ''Buried 181 2 April, Edmond, son of Rev. 
Robert Gray, Prebendary of the 7th Stall, and of Elizabeth his 
wife, aged 4 days, bom April 2nd, died April 6th. 

He married secondly, Elizabeth, sister of Alderman Camplin, 
of Bristol. His eldest daughter by his first wife Elizabeth, married 
in November, 1821, Creorge Isaac Mowbray, Esq., of Yapton 
House, Sussex (G. I. Mowbray was buried in Durham Cathedral, 
1823, July 2nd). She died in 1823, February i8th, aged 31, and 
was buried in Durham Cathedral at the birth of her only child 
Elizabeth Gray, (M.I. Nine Altars) late the widow of the Right 
Hon. Sir John Robert Mowbray (formerly Cornish) Bart. M.P. for 
Oxford, who sat for Durham City 1 853-1 868. 

He died at Rodney House, Clifton, on September a8th, 1834, 
aged 72, and was buried in the graveyard attached to Bristol 
Cathedral. A half-length portrait of him, in his episcopal robes, 
painted by Wright and engraved by Jenkins, was published in 
1833. A marble monument by Edward H. Bayly, R.A., was 
erected in the Cathedral by the clergy and laity of Bristol. It has 
a good medallion likeness. And a large memorial window, with 
an inscription, was erected by his family in the chancel of Almonds^ 
bury Church, near Bristol. 
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He presented to Bishop Wearmouth Church a Silver Plate for 
bread. 

Whilst he was Bishop of Bristol in 1831, the great riots of 
Bristol occurred. The Palace was destroyed and the Chapter 
Library burnt with all the records of the Cathedral. 

His principal works are : — i. "A key to the Old Testament 
and Apocrypha" which went through 7 or 8 editions, 179a 2. 
"Discourses on various subjects illustrative of the evidence, 
influence and duties of Christianity," 1793 3. "Letters during the 
course of a tour through Germany, Switzerland and Italy in the 
years 1791, 1792, and 1794, 4. "Sermons on the principles upon 
which the Reformation of the Church of England was established," 
1796. 5. "Religious Union," 1800. 6. A Dialogue between a 
Churchman and a Methodist," 1802, sth edition, i8iO. 7. "The 
Theory of Dreams," 2 vols., 1808. 8. The Connexion between 
the Sacred Writings and the Literature of Jewish and Heathen 
Authors, particularly that of the Classical ages," 2 vols. 18 16; 
2nd ed. 1819. 

[Gent. Mag. 1834, new ser. ii, 645 ; Annual Register, 1834, Ixxvi. 
Chron. 242; Brit Mag. 1834, vi, 583 ; Cat. of Ouford Graduates 
270 ; Gloucestershire Notes and Queries, iv, 4 ; Pryce, Hist, of 
Bristol, 91, 112, 114, 566 ; Lowndes, Bibl. Man., Bohn's ed. ii, 930 ; 
Life of Robert Gray, Bishop of Cape Town, i, 4, 30, 33 ; Brockie, 
Sunderland Notables, 319. Blacker, Article in N. D. Biography 
XXIII, z6, 17.] 

Gbrald Valerian Wellsslbt, 1827, Jan. i. /. res. Gray. 

His father was Garrett Wellesley, ist Viscount Wellesley, of 
Dang-an, ist Earl of Momington, who married 1759, February 
6th, Anne, daughter of Arthur Hill, 1st Viscount Dungannon, by 
whom he had — i. Richard Colley, Marquis of Wellesley. 
2. William Wellesley Pole, Baron Maryborough. 3. Arthur, 
Duke of Wellington. 4. Gerald Valerian (1770- 1848), Pre- 
bendary of Durham, and 5. Henry, ist Baron Cowley. Their 
sister married first, the Hon. Henry Fitzroy, and secondly, Charles 
Culling Smith. 

He was M.A. of St John's College, Cambridge, 1792 (as 
Wesley), ordained Deacon, Sth December, 1793, Ely; and 
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Priest, 2 1 St December, 1794, Lincoln. He held the following 
preferments : — 

Rector of Beachhampton, Bucks., instituted 21st Dec, 1794, ceded 

1798. 
Vicar of Hampton-on-Thames, Mddx., instituted 3rd Oct., 1798, 

ceded 1803. 
Rector of Staines, Mddx., instituted 1st or 4th Mar., 1799, ceded 

1809. 
Vicar of Chaddleworth, Berks., instituted i8th Oct., 1803, ceded 

1805. 
Rector of St Luke's, Upper Chelsea, instituted 14th Aug-., 1805, 

ceded 1832. 
Vicar of West Ham, Essex, instituted i6th Jan., 1809, ceded 

Nov. 1809. 
Rector of Thesfield, Herts., instituted 9th May, 1822, ceded 

Nov. 1832. 
Rector of Bishop Wearmouth, Duiiiam, instituted ist Jan., 1827. 
Prebendary of Neasdon in St. Paul's, 7th Nov., 1809, ceded 

Nov., 1827. 
3rd Canon of St. Pauls, 8th Dec, 1808, to Nov., 1827. 
Prebendary of Westminster Abbey, 26th June, 1802, to Nov., 1809. 
Prebendary, 5th Stall, Durham, 1 8th July, 1827. 

He had dispensations from the Archbishop of Canterbury : — 

I. — 2Sth February, 1799, to hold Vicarage of Hampton 

(valued at £180) with Vicarage of Stsdnes (valued at 

£200). The livings being not more than 8 miles apart. 

2. — 1 2th August, 1803, to hold Vicarage of Staines (valued 
at £250), with Vicarage of Chaddleworth (£150). Not 
more than 30 miles apart. 

3, — 24th June, 1805, to hold Vicarage of Staines (valued at 
(£300), with St. Luke's, Chelsea (£500). Not more 
than 20 miles apart. 

4. — 5th May, 1809, to hold Rectory of St. Luke's, Chelsea 
(£500) with Vicarage of West Ham (£800). Not more 
than 14 miles apart. 
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He married and June, 1802, EmHy Mary, eldest daug^hter 
of Charles Sloane, first Earl Cadogan, and had three sons and 
four daughters. 

He was Chaplain in Ordinary to the King. Dr. Charles 
Manners Sutton, Archbishop of Canterbury, conferred on him the 
degree of D.D. by warrant dated 27th February, 1810. 

Hon. and Rev. Gerald Valerian Wellesley, 1827, D.D., gave 
two new bells, December, 1829. Inducted 1827, June 17th, 
brother of the Duke of Wellington, Prebendary of the s* Stall, 
1827. 

He died 21st October, 1848, at his house in the College, 
Durham, aged 71. 

[Gent. Mag. 184S, II, 649-50; Canterbury Act Books, Lambeth 
Palace Library; Foster, Index Ecclesiasticvs ; Hennessy, Novum 
Repertoriam.] 

John Patrick Eden, 1848. pjn. Wellesliy. 

Son of Thomas Eden, of the Bryn, Glamorgan, Secretary to 
the Governor of Ceylon, and Deputy Auditor of Greenwich 
Hospital, by his wife Frances Eliza, daughter of the Hon. John 
Rodney. 

Was bom 6th July, 181 3 ; educated at St. John's College, 
Cambridge ; graduated B. A., 1836; M.A., 1840; ordained Deacon, 
1836; Priest, 1837; ^^^' Canon of Durham, 1847; Rector of 
Bishop Wearmouth, 1848- 1864 ; Rector of Sedgefield, 1864- 1885 ; 
Proctor in Northern Convocation, 1866- 1880; Rural Dean, 1854-71. 

He married 3rd May, 1850, Frances Catherine, daughter of 
Col. Henry Stobart. She died nth September, 1898. 

One of their sons is John Henry, late Lieut-Colonel in 
the Yorkshire Regiment, and now Chief Constable of Durham ; 
another son is George Rodney, bom 1853, Bishop of Dover, 
1890, Bishop of Wakefield, 1897. 

He died 6th May, 1885. 

William Cockin, M.A., 1864, /. ret. Eden. 

He was the eldest son of Richard Cockin, of Portsmouth, Hants., 
armiger, educated at Winchester College and Brazenose College, 
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Oxford, where he matric. 25th May, 1831, aged i8;B.A., 
1835 (being 2nd class Lit. Hum); M.A., 1841, Head Master of 
the Grammar School, Kidderminster, 1843-51 ; Rector of St. 
George's, Birmingham, City, 1851-1864. 

He married Frances Selina Browne by whom he had issue. 
I. William, Vicar of Medomsley. 2. Richard, killed in the Basuto 
War, 1880 (Officer in Yeomanry), 3. Charles, Vicar of Etton, near 
Beverley. 4. John, Chaplain in Indian Establishment, and 
Archdeacon of Lucknow. 5. George, Coalmine Surveyor at 
Rugeley, Staffs. 6. Frank, Farmer in Africa. Selina married 
Rev. J. Richardson. Agnes. Mary. 

He was appointed to the living of Bishop Wearmouth, 1864 ; 
Hon. Canon of Durham, 1867; Rural Dean, 1865-83 ; Examining 
Chaplain to Dr. Baring, Bishop of Durham, 1864-79. 

In 1883 he resigned the living of Bishop Wearmouth owing to 
declining years and ill health, and went to live at York, where he 
died in 1889. He was buried in Bishop Wearmouth Cemetery. In 
the Chancel of Bishop Wearmouth Church there is a brass tablet 
to his memory. There is a window erected to the memory of his 
wifein Bishop Wearmouth Church, and a brass tablet in Christ 
Church, Sunderland. 

RoBSRT Long, 1883. /. res. Cockin. 

Son of Edward Long, he was bom at Marham, in Norfolk. 
Matric. at Corpus Christ! College, Cambridge, in 1852; took the 
B.A. degree as i8th Wrangler in 1856; elected Crosse University 
Scholar 1856, and Fellow of his College in 1859; M.A. 1859. He 
was ordained Deacon^ 1856; Priest 1857, London; Curate of 
St George, Bloomsbury, 1856- 1859; Secretary to the Church 
Missionary Society, 1859-1864. 

Vicar of St. Simon, Upper Chelsea, 1864-73 ; Vicar of Erith^ 
Kent, 1873-4; Vicar of St. Andrew, Auckland, with St Anne and 
St. Philip, 1874-83; Surrogate Dio. Dun, 1874; Hon, Canon of 
Durham^ 1879; Proctor in Northern Convocation, 1880-82; Arch- 
deacon of Auckland, 30th November, 1882; Chaplain to the 
Bishops of Durham, 1879-1903; Rural Dean of Wearmouth, 1896. 
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SOME SAXON REMAINS AT MONKWEARMOUTH 

CHURCH. UIuaMa^U^ a.^ SST^ 

By Jamks Patterson. A4«^^ A^ /O^'i'^t^ ' / 
Read on April ist, 1901. ,^^ 

It is not my intention in this paper to speak of the history of 
St Peter's Church, but merely to give a more or less imperfect 
account of the Saxon work which remains with us to this day. 

I deem it advisable, however, to say something- of the original 
plan of the Church as built by Benedict Biscop in A.D. 674, if 
only that we may the more readily understand the portions of his 
work still remaining. 

In The Venerable Bede's "History of the Abbats of Were- 
mouth and Jarrow" is a most interesting record of the building 
of the Monastery and the Church dedicated to St. Peter. The 
Church of St. Mary, thought to have been a circular buildings and 
probably of timber with a thatched roof, was perhaps originally 
erected as a temporary church for the use of the Monks and the 
workmen employed on the stone church of St. Peter's, or it may 
have been part of an earlier foundation in Wearmouth, which 
existed under the superintendence of St. Bega, who had previously 
founded St. Bees, in Cumberland, and which derived its name 
from her residence there. The abbess afterwards removed to 
Hartlepool where she founded a nunnery. 

The erection of the Church of St. Peter's marked an epoch in 
Church building, as it was the first Church of any importance in 
England to be built of stone, and, small as it was, the cost at that 
period would be relatively speaking enormous, and it was due 
to the fact that Biscop was " a Minister of King Oswin, and by 
his gift, enjoyed an estate suitable to his rank" (Bede, Giles' 
translation^ p. 81), an estate he nobly sacrificed to the service of 
God, that it was possible for it to be built of anything but the 
usual timber and roof of reeds. 

Both Churches were in use in A.D. 716, at the time of the 
departure of the aged Abbot Ceolfrid on his last journey to Rome, 
as Bede has left us a very touching account of his farewell. *'Early 
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in the mornins^ of the 4th of May, after Mass had been sung in 
the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mother of God, and also in the 
Apostle Peter's, and all present had received the Holy Communion, 
the Abbat girded himself for his pilgrimage." (Bede p. 98,) What 
a moving description is given of his last farewell at the river side 
<'when they exchange again, midst their tears, the kiss of peace, 
and all bow the knee whilst he prays aloud." (Bede p. 98.) 

Picture to yourselves the contrast between the aspect presented 
then at the river side, so wild and desolate, and thickly wooded, 
with the river far spreading and choked with sand banks, and the 
crowded and busy scenes in the shipyards of the present day with 
the river so strictly confined to its proper channel I We naturally 
suppose the departure would be from the Monkwearmouth shore, 
probably near the present Ferry landing 

The Church of St Mary has long ago perished, and not a 
vestige of either it or of the Monastic buildings remain to give us 
any idea of their appearance. 

This statement is however doubted by some, as on the south 
side of the Churchyard and abutting on to it is a very old building, 
used as a stable I believe, and this has been claimed as having 
been a portion of the lost Church of St Mary's. In support of 
this statement is a tradition that in the 14th Century the remains of 
the Church of St. Mary were used as a bam. * 

Against this may be pointed out that Bede makes no mention 
of the building of St Mary's as I think he certainly would have 
done if, like St. Peter's, it had been built of stone ; instead of this 
he speaks of '< a Church in the Roman style. " (Bede, p. 86.) 

Bede tells us that at the Monastery and Sister Church of St. 
Paul's at Jarrow there were 600 Monks and Students. 

The Monastic buildings at Wearmouth must also have been 
very extensive as we read that Scholars flocked from all parts of 

(*) In the Calendar of the Papal Re^sten, Vol. i, p. 548, appears "A Relax- 
ation of one year and forty davs of enjoined penanoe to penitents who visit the 
Church of St. Mary, Wermuthe, in the diocese of Durham on the feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin, in their octaves, and on the anniversary of the dedication.*' 
This is under date of 1192, which shows positively that the Church was standing 
at this time. 
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Christendom attracted, no doubt, by the collection of pictures, the 
rare and valuable manuscripts, and the great number of ''relics 
of Christ's Apostles and Martyrs, all likely to bring a blessing on 
many an English Church " (Bede» p. 87), which the indefatigable 
Biscop had brought home from his many journeys to Rome. The 
pictures were hung round the Chapel of our Lady, and across on 
"boarding placed from one wall to the other," and on the walls of 
St. Peter's, so, to quote Bede again, ''that all who come into the 
Church, however ignorant, might be able whichever way they 
looked to contemplate the ever-lovable countenances of Christ and 
his Saints, though it were but in a picture. " (Bede, p. 88.) 

The Church after many vicissitudes of fortune which I have no 
time to speak of to-night, was restored in 1875, and, in my 
opinion, in anything but a kindly way, and without much real 
reverence for the origfinal work. It is true every effort was made 
to spare Biscop's work but the effect, for instance of the new gable 
end in conjunction with the grey old tower is very painful. 

At this restoration the foundations which were left showed 
that the original building had been 68 feet long by 22 feet 8 inches 
wide (outside measurements), a harmonious arrangement, the 
length being three times that of the width ; most likely this 
arrangement would be carried further by the height being the 
same as the width. This oblong erection comprised the nave or 
main building, but Bede speaks of a porch at the east end, and of 
another at the west end, the latter of which he calls a " Porch 
entrance." I assume that the eastern porch was really the chancel 
and, as he uses the word in the plural, there were probably "Side 
Chapels," as we now call them. Bede speaks of this eastern 
porch as the "Sacrarium" and as the burial place of Abbot Sigfrid, 
who died in 689^ "after he had passed through the fire and 
water of temporal tribulation" (Bede p. 94), and whose bones 
were afterwards taken up and buried in the same chest, but 
separated by a partition, as those of Abbot Eosterwine, who 
died in 685, from a pestilence, and reverently laid within the 
Church near the body of St. Benedict 



The eastern porch is gone, but the western one - still remains 
with its archway beneath which, more than thirteen centuries ago, 
would walk the Venerable Bede as a little boy, the noble Biscop 
and other Abbots, with John the Precenter, who introduced the 
Gregorian Chant into England. This porch was exactly half the 
width of the nave, and had an ''upper chamber" as indeed had 
also the eastern one, as mentioned by Bede, and both undoubtedly 
were the work of Biscop. But the porch remaining with us is 
apparently only a portion of the original, and the entrance would 
be from the north and south sides, the present entrance being to 
another chamber, perhaps a baptistry. Whether it had a square 
or semicircular end we have no means of knowing. 

It is considered very doubtful by those who are competent to 
judge, if the other part of the tower which rises from the "upper 
chamber" is the work of Biscop. The position of small windows 
in the western wall point to it as not being part of his original plan, 
but it is of course possible that Biscop might have added it him- 
self at a later time, but it is generally believed to belong to a date 
subsequent to the conquest It bears a strong resemblance to that 
of St. Benet's at Cambridge. 

This entrance is now covered by a rather unsightly glass case, 
but the preservation of its snake carvings from the weather makes 
this an unfortunate necessity. 

At the west entrance of the tower we have somethinjg alto- 
gether unique in stone carving — at each side there being two very 
curious snakes with beaks strangely intertwined (see fig. i). As 
far as I know there is nothing quite like these in any other Church. 
At Escombe Church, one of the oldest Churches in this county, 
and claimed to be the best preserved Roman building in England, 
with the one exception only of that at Bradford-on-Avon, there 
are very similar interlacing bands on a sculptured fragment 
At the Church of Lastringham and again at Hackness are remains 
of carved work which suggest these monumental snakes. 

On the outside of the tower there is a string course consisting 
of a band of stone with cable mouldings^ with similar vertical lines 



Saxon Stones in Monkwearmouth Church. 
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which divide it into panels. These panels have been filled in 
with figures of animals in low relief (but now almost illegible), of 
a somewhat grotesque character ; one may be taken for a pig or 
a bear, not improbably the latter, which it resembles the more, 
as bears were possibly still to be found in the dense forest, which 
Bede tells us covered the country between the Wear and Tyne. 
Some of the others might have been intended for puppies or 
lambs. The fondness which the Pictish stone masons at that 
period had for ornamenting their buildings with representations 
of animals is well knoMm as is also their skill in doing so. The 
fondness y^r doing so may be seen at Monkwearmouth but the 
skill in doing so is conspicuous by its absence as these carvings 
are crude in the extreme (see fig. 2 and 3). 

In the wall of Grimstone Church, near Malton, is a similar 
panel and I have noticed a good specimen in the Churchyard at 
Staindrop; no doubt there are great numbers of similar examples 
scattered about the north. 

I have seen it stated that carvings, or figures in Church 
windows, of a sheaf of com, a pig, and a lamb, are emblematical 
of the three sources from which the clergy procured their tithes. 
This may possibly help to explain the meaning of these rude 
sculptures in this old Saxon tower, the sheaf of com having been 
wom away by the hand of time and the surviving figures left to 
represent the lamb and the pig. 

Omamented string courses were very common in Northumbria, 
but these were not by any means confined to Saxon work, for many 
early Norman Churches have similar bands, generally more rich 
and more elaborate than those of the Saxons. In the Norman 
Church at Dalmeny, near the Forth Bridge, is a beautiful string 
course of leaves ; and at Barton-le-Street, near Malton, there is a 
fine decorative one round the interior some five or six feet from 
the ground. 

Above the carving of the snakes on each side of the western 
porch rise twin balusters (see fig. 4}. About 18 or 20 of these 
balusters are preserved in the vestry, and at Jarrow about the 
same number was found built into the wall at the restoration of 



78 

that Church. The use for so many of these is at once apparent, 
for four would be needed for each doorway of a similar character 
to that in existence, and many would be needed for windows, as 
doubtless the same style as the two left in the west wall would be 
carried out along the sides of the nave. Suppose there were six 
windows on each side, and two at each end, these would make 
sixteen, to which add four for each archway, and we soon arrive at 
the large number of forty balusters in this single Church. Pre- 
suming the windows in the sides of the nave were the same as 
those in the west end, the Church would be badly lighted, and a 
large number of candles would be a necessity. 

These Saxon balusters are not uncommon in England; the 
largest are said to be in the Transepts of St Albans, and are 
claimed as the original work of Offa, King of Mercia, about 793. 
And close at hand may be mentioned those in the Belfry windows 
at Billing^am Church, near Stockton-on-Tees, where there is also 
some interlaced ornament. 

The arrangement of the Balusters in the windows of this west 
wall is quite unique, there being nothing like it in England. 

I am sorry I am unable to give a drawing of these windows, 
but they are very high up and most difficult to see. 

I have found fault with the restorers of 1875, but they deserve 
every praise for their care in preserving all the odd pieces of 
stone work which were found then and for building them into the 
walls of the Vestry, so that they are secured for all time, and safe 
from that particular kind of Antiquary who is ever on the prowl 
as a picker up of unconsidered trifles. 

Amongst other treasures in this collection are two Bne statu- 
esque lions about 18 inches long. They are of Romanesque style 
and present the appearance of each being in a cage, two sides of 
which are solid and two are open, a column at the open end 
supporting its roof. The sketch (see Fig. 4) shows one of the 
lions on the longer side of the cage, the narrower portion ot 
which is occupied by the beast's head. 
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At the western porch the capitals surmounting- the balusters 
and snake scrolls are of plain stone, but the size of these plain 
stones is almost identically the same as that of the lions ; the 
natural supposition is therefore that these lions formed the 
capitals of another porch of the Church. A pair of these lions 
with their faces looking towards the nave would have a striking 
effect 

Similar lions used as capitals are now in existence at St Benet's, 
Cambridge, and they were frequently used on the continent at an 
early date, and represented the Roman style which Benedict 
adopted. 

The tombstone preserved in the Vestry (see fig. 5), was found 
face downwards at the time of the excavations necessary in 1866 
to re-open the West Porch, which for so many years had been 
buried in ships' ballast 

It is commonly supposed that this Archway had been buried 
for centuries, but this is an error, as a print dated 1779 shows the 
arch covered to about two-thirds only. In this drawing the 
Church is seen standing on a hill (and not in a hollow as at the 
present time), with but one house near, and the sea plainly 
visible from the Churchyard. These excavations were carried 
out under the personal superintendence of some of the members 
of the Northumberland and Durham Architectural and Arch- 
oelogical Society, and it was due to one of these gentlemen 
that the tombstone referred to escaped destruction. A workman 
actually had his pick raised to strike it when the late Mr. 
George Cooper Abbs, the well known Cleadon Antiquary, seized 
the man's arm, and saved the relic for us. 

As is seen by the sketch it is a fine piece of work, the cross 
standing out in bold relief. The inscription is " Hie in Sepulcro 
requiscet corpore Hereberecht P.R.B." which is " Here in the 
Sepulchre rests in the body the Priest Hereberecht " or Herbert, 
as we would now say. 

A very casual examination will show it has not all been done 
by the same artist The first lines are evidently the work of the 
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original designer showing that the stone had been prepared in a 
time of leisure to be ready, '<in stock" we would now say, for use 
when required, and so when the Priest Hereberecht died the Monks 
had to content themselves with the work of a local stonemason to 
complete the lettering, which he did in an inferior manner, for not 
only is the work of a comparatively poor order, but the shape of 
the letters vary, notably the *'e," I am unable to make out the 
meaning of some odd letters at the end, but it looks as if 
there had been a previous inscription imperfectly erased. 

The style of lettering, and the wording of the epitaph point to 
an early date. The epitaph on Archbishop Theodore ran, 
•' Here rests with his body the sacred Prelate, " and on Wilfrith 
the founder of Hexham Abbey, "Here Wilfrith the great Prelate 
rests in the body." Both of these were contemporaries of Biscop, 
so it is extremely likely this stone was made in or about the time 
of Biscop himself. 

I have kept for the last the description of a fragment of one of 
the most beautifully carved stones of its kind. It is a small comer 
piece, only about twelve inches each way, and of a yellowish tint 
The great interest in this fragment is not so much its own beauty, 
great as that is — as because of the resemblance of its orna- 
mentation to that of one of the greatest treasures in the British 
Museum, the Lindisfarne Gospels (see fig. 6). 

Canon Browne (now Bishop of Bristol) in a pamphlet privately 
printed some 25 years ago, and to which I am indebted for help 
in compiling this paper says, ''No one can turn over the pages of 
that marvellous volume in its home in the British Museum, noting 
the stains of salt water from its immersion in the sea, when the 
Monks fled before the Danes with the body ot St Cuthbert, 
without feeling a special thrill when he comes to the last page 
and reads the record of the names of those who wrote it, and 
beautified it and made a case for it" 

The following is a translation of this record :—"Eadfrith, 
Bishop of the Lindisfarne Church [was] he [who] at the first wrote 
this book in honour of God and St Cuthbert, and all the Sainte in 
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common diat are in the island. And Elhilwaki, Bishop of the 
people of the LindisCarne Island, made it firm on the outside, and 
covered it as well as he could. And Billfrith, the anchorite, he 
wroug^ht in smith's work the ornaments that are on the outside, 
and adorned it with gold, and also with gems, overlaid with stiver, 
unalloyed metal. And Aldred, an unworthy and most miserable 
priest, with the help of God and St Cuthbert, glossed it above in 
English, and made himself familiar with the three parts : Matthew's 
part for God and St. Cuthbert ; Mark's part for the Bishop ; and 
Luke's part for the brotherhood, and eight eras* of silver for his 
admission ; and St John's part for himself, and four oras of silver 
[deposited] with God and St Cuthbert ; to the end that he may, 
through God's mercy, gain admittance into heaven, and on earth 
happiness and peace, promotion and dignity, wisdom and 
prudence, through St Cuthbert's merits. Eadfrith, Ethilwald, 
Billfrith [and] Aldred made and adorned this gospel book for 
God and St Cuthbert." (Backhouse and Tyler's "Witnesses for 
Christ," vol. 2, pp. 190- 1.) 

It is not too much to say that there is no stone work known 
that has a more close resemblance to the beautifully illuminated 
pages of these Gospels than this little fragment so carefully 
preserved in the Vestry of Monkwearmouth Parish Church. 

By merely studying these Gospels an expert would find little 
difficulty in completing the original design from this comer 
piece. It will be noticed that the border is made up of com- 
plicated interlacings of a very intricate character, such as is not 
realized undl one tries to copy it ; the centre would most likely 
be occupied by a cross, and the vacant spaces ornamented with 
decorative work, or more interlacings. 

Now we know from the writings of the Venerable Bede that 
the Lindisfame Gospels were designed and finished some 
twenty-five years after the building of the Church was begun, 
and not long after the death of Benedict Biscop which took 
place in A.D. 690; and we know how limited would be the 

(^ On equab sixtMn pence* 
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number of those who were competent to produce such artistic 
work, so it is not at all unlikely that one of the Artists who 
designed that work was the same as he who carved this stone. 

We also know that Biscop died at Wearmouth, and was 
buried *'hard by the Altar" and is it not probable that the most 
beautiful monumental stone possible would be placed over his 
Srrave» over the remains of him whom the Monks would naturally, 
as the founder and builder of their beloved Church, honour 
above all others ? So perhaps it is not too much to say that in 
this small fragfment of stone, we have before us a memorial of 
the founder not merely of St. Peter's Church, but of Sunderland 
itself. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 



In presenting the Annual Report of the Second Session ending 
December, 1901, the Council has pleasure in stating that 
the Society is in a flourishing condition. 

At the beginning of the year there were 80 members on the 
roll and, during the year, 6 have resigned and 1 1 have been elected. 

There have been 6 General Meetings during the Session, and 
the following is a list of the papers read : — 

''The natural boundaries between Bishopwearmouth and 
Sunderland Parishes," by Mr. G. W. Bain. 

** Notes on the Rectors of Bishopwearmouth from A.D. 1200 
to A.D. 1900," by Mr. H. M. Wood, B.A. 

''Some Saxon remains at Monkwearmouth Church," by 
Mr. J. Patterson. .*'' '^»t / :, . 

An Address on " The traditions of Portobello Lane, Monk- 
wearmouth," by Mr. G. W. Bain. 

" Methodism in Sunderland in the Eighteenth Century, " by 
Mr. H. Panton. 

At a Council meeting held January 29th, it was agreed that 
in future the meetings of the Society be held at the Subscription 
Library Buildings, Fawcett Street, and on March 5th, the first 
General Meeting was held in that building, at which an attendance 
book was introduced for the first time, so that members and 
visitors present at the General Meetings may record their 
attendances. 

On May 7th, the General Meeting took the form of an Exhi- 
bition of antiquarian objects of local interest, to which Messrs. G. 
W. Bain, C. L. Cummings, J. Patterson, B. R. Hill, and J. 
Robinson contributed. Explanatory notes concerning the exhibits 
were also given by these members. 
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Durinsf the Session an out-door meeting of the Society was 
held at Chester-le-Street Church and Lumley Castle, on Saturday, 
July lOCh. A party of twenty-two was conveyed by brakes, and 
met by the Rev. A. B. de Moleyns, M.A., Vicar, and the Rev. R. 
H. Smallwood, M.A., Curate, at Chester-le-Street Church, when 
the Rev. R. H. Smallwood read a brief account of the history of 
the building, after which the party made a tour of inspection. 
Subsequently the members walked to Lumley Castle, where they 
were receded by the Steward of the Earl of Scarbrough, who 
conducted the party over the Castle and grounds. The Rev. R. 
H. Smallwood read a short paper, descriptive of the edifice and 
Lumley family. 

It was the intention of the Council to have held another 
Excursion to Auckland Palace, in the montfi of August, but owing 
to the death of the late Right Rev. Dr. Westcott, Lord Bishop of 
Durham, the meeting was postponed. 

The Council desires to record its thanks to those who have 
given assistance, or permission in connection with the Excursion, 
to the readers of papers, to the local press for their reports of the 
meetings, and to all those who have in any way contributed to the 
successful working of the Society. 

Thanks are also due to the following gentlemen for presenting 
to the Society, objects of antiquarian or local interest, viz : — 

Mr. R. Hudson, of Tynemouth. — A volume of five maps, iUostrating 
the development of Sunderland Harbour, from 1700 to 1900. 

Mr. T. Ray. — Two maps of the County of Durham. 

Mr. J. Robinson. — ^A printed leaflet, descriptive of the finding of an 
2Uicient quern at Seaham Harbour Cemetery. 

The Mayor of Sunderland, Councillor J. G. Kirtley, J.P. — Cojrfes 
of three Proclamations declaring King Edward VII. Kbig of 
the United Kingdom. 

Two extracts from the minute book of the Sunderiand 
Corporation, viz :---Congratulations to Queen Victoria, upon 
her accession to the Throne, dated July 13th, 1837, ^^id co»- 
gratulatioBs to our present King and his Consort upon their 
accession to the Throne. 
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Mr. J, Moore, of Beckenham, Kent — Four pencil sketches by 
Ewbank, as follows : — ^The Custom House Quay, Sunderland, 
The Ship Inn, Portobello Lane, Monkwearmouth, The 
"Babbies," Monkwearmouth, and The Baths Hotel, Hendon. 
The above were all sketched about the year 1840. 

G. W. BAIN, Chairman of Council. 

JOHN HALL, Hon. Sec. 
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Compiled by B. R. Hill, Hon. Secretary. 



Abbs, Geo. Cooper, prevents de- 
struction of an old tomostone, 79. 

Acts of Pakliambnt : — 

Act for making the town and town- 
ship of Sunderland a distinct 
Sansh from the parish of 
ishopwearmouth, 2. 

Church Building Acts, 3. 

Aymer or Mihtlmstr de Valence, Bishop, 
Rector of Bishop wearmouth, 33. 

Ayreminne or Heyremin, William de, 
Bishop, Rector of Bishop wearmouth, 

35. 

Bain, G. W., Natural boundary between 
Bishopwearmouth and Sunderland 
Parishes, 17-27. 

Bede, Venerable, 73-77, 81. 

Bega, St., 73. 

Billingham Church, Saxon balusters in 
Belfry windows, 781 

Biscop, Benedict, 73, 75, 76, 8x, 82. 

Bland, Henry, Rector of Bishopwear- 
mouth, 59. 

Boundaries, Parish, in the Borough of 
Sunderland and neighbourhood. 
History of, by Dr. T. I^dell, 1-16. 

Boundaries, specimens of the way they 
are described in The London 
Gasette, 13-16. 

Boundary, Natural, between Bishop- 
wearmouth and Sunderland Parishes, 
by G. W. Bain, 17-27. 

Bowes, John, Rector of Bishopwear- 
mouth, 57. 

Bowes, Ralph, of Barnes, 9. 

Burdon, Richard, Churchwarden, 
Bishopwearmouth Church, 51. 

Burdon, Thomas, Churchwarden, 
Bishopwearmouth Church, 51. 

Bnrgoyne, Francis, Rector of Bishop- 
wearmouth Church, 53. 

Burleigh and Thompson, reference 
to plan of River Wear, dated 1737, 9. 



Carter, Carther, or Cawther, William, 
Rector of Bishopwearmouth, 50. 

Ceolfrid, Abbot, 73. 

Chandler, William, Rector of Bishop- 
wearmouth, 59. 

Chester new bridge, 10. 

Chicken, Rev. Robert, Curate at Bishop- 
wearmouth, 60. 

Cockin, William, Rector of Bishop- 
wearmouth, 70; Brass Tablet m 
Bishopwearmouth Church, 71. 

Collins, Granville, Admiralty Engineer 

9. 
Crewe, Lord, Bishop of Durham, 10. 

Dale, Edward, 58. 

Denham, John de. Rector of Bishop- 
wearmouth, 45. 

Dunelm, William de, otherwise William 
Sherwood, Rector of Bishopwear- 
mouth, 32. 
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SUNDERLAND FERRY. 

By Rxt. J. T. MiDDLSMiss. 

Read on January i6th, 1902. 



Before Wearmouth Bridge was built there were two main 
ferries across the Wear from Monkwearmouth. One was the 
Panns Ferry, which was a boat for horses and cattle. This was 
immediately below where the Bridge now is. The landing place 
on the north side was just below the old Beamish Drop, and that 
on the south was just below Fenwick's glass house, where, in the 
days before the glass house, there was a little quay called ''Mally 
Linton's Quay." The Panns Ferry is now disused, and the people 
of Monkwearmouth had no more to do with it than the rest of the 
subjects of the realm, therefore we leave it. The other Ferry 
was the Sunderland Ferty, which was lower down, and this forms 
the subject of consideration this evening. 

Sunderland Ferry, which was probably for centuries the only 
means of communication between the opposite shores of the 
Wear, is one of those public institutions whose origin is lost in 
the hoary ages of antiquity. Its establishment may have been 
co-eval with that of the celebrated Monastery of Monkwearmouth. 
The founder of this Monastery, Benedict Biscop, obtained a grant 
of 70 hides (8,400 acres) of land, lying on the northern side of 
the river, from Ecgfrid, the then reigning monarch of Northumber- 
land. This munificent donation, as the Venerable Bede informs 
us, was out of the King's private estate, and took place in the 
year 674. 

A few years subsequently the same pious individual, who had 
found such favour in the eyes of the King, obtained 3 hides (360 
acres) of land on the southern bank of the Wear from Alfrid, the 
successor of Ecgfrid on the throne of Northumberland. This 
valuable addition to the original endowment seems to have been 
made out of the national property, and required the consent of 



the witan, or parliament, of that day in order to make it binding* 
before it was handed over to the church. 

Benedict Biscop had just returned from his sixth and last 
journey to Rome, from which place, Bede informs us, "among 
other things he brought two cloaks, all of silk and of incompar- 
able workmanship, in exchange for which he received an estate 
of three hides of land on the southern banks of the river Wear, 
near its mouth, from King Aldfrid and his counsellors, for he 
found on his return that Ecgfrid had been slain during his 
absence." 

That this second territorial acquisition was the Sunderiand of 
ancient as well as modern times seems evident from a passage in 
Bede's Ecclesiastical Hist. Bk. v., chap. 24, wherein our justly 
celebrated townsman, giving a short biographical account of 
himself, says ;— " I was bom in Sunderiand," and, as if to set all 
cavilling with respect to the indentification of the locality in 
question at defiance, the historian describes that portion of our 
borough forming the modem parish of Sunderiand, as being then 
the property "of the same monastery " of Wearmouth. 

Now, as we leara from the same authority— Eccles. Hist., Bk. 
4, chap. 26^ as well as from The Saxon ChromcU, that Ecgfrid 
fell in battle fighting against the picts, not far from the North Sea, 
at a place which Symeon of Durham calls Nechtanesmere, on the 
13th before the Kalends of June (Saturday, May 20) in the year 
685, old style, this most important conveyance must be referred to 
a period shortly after that event, perhaps to the latter part of the 
same, or the beginning of the following year. Respecting- the 
principals concerned in it, Benedict Biscop died on the day before 
the Ides of January (Wednesday, January 12) 690, and Aldfrid on 
the 19th before the Kalends of January (Monday, December 14) 
in the year 705. 

The Monks of Wearmouth, being thus the owners of the soil 
on both sides of the river Wear, were within their rig^hts in 
setting up a means of communication between the two places. 
And as they had other land to the south, which they would have 



occasion to visit, it is only reasonable to suppose that they would 
establish a ferryboat of their own, provided good means of inter- 
communication did not already exist. It was probably on the 
strength of this ancient traditionary right that many centuries 
later down the stream of time their successors, the Priors of 
Durham and the Masters of Wearmouth, set up claims to a free 
passage between Monkwearmouth and Sunderland. These 
claims were resisted by the Bishop of Durham's lessee of the 
Ferryboat and port of Sunderland, who enforced a monied pay- 
ment called y^n'/aze; ox ferilay, as well as a payment in kind of 
wheat, bread, beef, and eggs from each of the Prior's tenants. 
And according to an award given in 1710, when this whole 
question was gone into, the inhabitants of Monkwearmouth still 
enjoy the right of crossing the river by the Ferry at merely 
nominal rents. 

Although we have indisputable evidence that in after times a 
ford existed probably at the foot of Bodlewell Lane, the river 
was fordable only when the water was low. Whether the ford 
existed at the foundation of the Monastery of Saint Peter, or was 
an after creation, the consequence of long-continued accumulation 
of sand, &c., history does not record. But it appears from a 
beautiful passage in the "Lives of the Abbots of Wearmouth," 
written by the Venerable Bede, who was most likely present on 
the occasion, that when the Abbot Ceolfrid resolved to retire to 
Rome, and quitted Wearmouth on Thursday, June 4, 716, he 
crossed the river in a boat, then mounted his horse, which was in 
waiting for him on the Sunderland side, and departed. 

The ford, such as it was, was finally destroyed by a terrible 
flood which took place on the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Mary, Wednesday, September 8, 1400. And lest anyone should 
have doubts regarding the possibility of fording the river at this 
point, I may mention that, so recent an authority as the late Mr. W. 
Wealands Robson, a gentleman distinguished for his extensive 
knowledge, his legal acumen, and particularly for his antiquarian 
interest, used to say that, he himself had talked to an old Whit- 
bum woman who had often "plodged" across the river to the 



Sunderland side with fish upon her head, and that at the veiy 
mouth of the Wear. 

We know little of the history of Sunderland and Monkwear- 
mouth after the death of Bede, who passed away on the 26th day 
of May, 735, the Feast of the Ascension, being the 7th before the 
Kalends of June, i.i., on Holy Thursday. The Monastery, how- 
ever, at Wearmouth, continued to flourish, until in the year 867 it 
fell a sacrifice to the Danes, who overran the whole country. In the 
midst of the convulsions which followed, it would seem that this 
district was almost blotted out of existence. When next Monk- 
wearmouth appears the Saxon and Danish dynasties had passed, 
and William the Conqueror swayed the sceptre of England. The 
once celebrated Monastery, which had at one time 600 monks, 
was no longer an independent establishment, but had dwindled to 
a mere cell, dependent on the prior and convent of Durham. 

Sunderland does not make its appearance in history again 
until the time of Hugh Pudsey, the <« magnificent" Bishop of 
Durham, from 1 153 to 1194. 

Sunderland Ferry was a portion of the "jura regalia," or 
royal rights, formerly appertaining to the Bishops of Durham as 
Counts Palatine of the County Palatine of Durham. Speaking of 
the Palatine rights and powers, John Spearman, Esq., who was 
Under-Sheriff of the County of Durham 29 years, and Deputy- 
Registrar of the Court of Chancery at Durham 42 years, in his 
curious, valuable, and now rare work, entitled, ''An enquiry into 
the ancient and present state of the County Palatine of Durham," 
informs us, in/er alia, that '' The Bishops of Durham successively 
time out of mind, have always been Counts Palatine of the said 
County and royal liberties in right of the Church and See of 
Durham ; and by the like time held and enjoyed all royal rights 
and jurisdiction, both by land and water, as well as in the navi- 
gable rivers of Tyne, Wear, Tees, and Blyth, as in all other 
rivulets and waters within the limits of the said County." That 
amongst other of their royal rights '' they have and still enjoy 
divers ferryboats over the navigable rivers, and wharfs, or quays 



for laying ballast upon, or merchants' goods from ships . . . 
whereof leases have been anciently granted and are still [1697] 
renewed, all which privileges have been confirmed or allowed as 
well by ancient royal charters as by other records ; and upon 
occasion of contesting any of them they have been adjudged for 
the Bishop or his lessees." Several leases of the rents and profits 
of Sunderland Ferry have been granted from very remote times, 
and Spearman refers to documents or records wherein they are 
specially named as being received by Bishop Pudsey. 

The Bishops of Durham and their lessees soon had powerful 
rivals in the Priors of Durham and the Masters of Wearmouth, 
whose fishing cobbles were extemporised and used as ferryboats, 
to the detriment not only of the Bishops' lessees, but an evident 
infringement ot the episcopal /»ra regalia. In his evidence, John 
Wessyngton, Prior of Durham, denies the existence of the Bishops' 
title to the boat passage as a royal right, and wishes to make it 
appear that the ferry is nothing more than a common passage 
inserted in all charters. Spearman is the great authority to the 
contrary. 

The precise time when the Masters of Wearmouth established 
a rival ferry, or laid claim to a free passage between Monkwear- 
mouth and Sunderland, is not exactly known, but it seems from the 
Prior's evidence that something of the kind existed at the time of 
the compilation of the Boldon Buke in 1 183. Be this as it may, 
in the 'inventories and Account Rolls of the Cell of Monkwear- 
mouth," published in 1854 by the Surtees Society, under Dr. Raine, 
there are many references bearing on the subject. (See appendix). 

In the year 1438-39 things seem to have come to a head. One 
Robt Jackson leased the Port and Borough of Sunderland, includ- 
ing the ferry, from the Bishop. The Prior of Durham and Master 
of Monkwearmouth, as owners of the Cell of Wearmouth, claimed 
a free passage by the ferry. This Robert Jackson, the lessee, 
resisted, enforcing at the same time the payment not only of 
monied rent called ferilaw, but also of certain rents in kind at 
Christmas and Easter. 



The evidence given at the trial on behalf of the Bishop and 
his lessee is not given, and so far as I can ascertain, is not known 
to exist, but that submitted on behalf of the prior is still extant 
It would take too long to give a translation of it One proof 
submitted is as follows : — "Nowhere is there found in the accounts 
of the Masters of Wearmouth payment for naulo — passage money 
— or ferilay before the year 1 398, when in the accounts of William 
Cawood, who was neither discrete nor a good economist, under 
under the head of expenses, there is for ferilaw for one term, 2s. 6d. 

How the trial terminated is not stated, but as no allusion is 
made to the ferryboat set up by the Masters of Wearmouth Cell, 
nor indeed to a boat of any kind belonging to them for many a 
long year after, we may take it for granted that the dispute ended 
in favour of the Bishop and his lessee. 

Anciently all the leasehold tenants in the township of Monk- 
wearmouth, Southwick, and Fulwell made periodical payments 
for the use of the ferry, but these acknowledgments were discon> 
tinued long before the time of living memory. And the whole of 
Sunderland, everything about it, seems to have been in the 
possession of the Bishops of Durham. 

In 1647 the Borough of Sunderland and the Manor of 
Houghton-le-Spring were sold by the Parliamentary Commission 
to Col. George Fenwick, of Brinkbum, Northumberland, who, 
with his family, held the same until the restoration of Charles II. 
in 1660. At this point the Williamsons come into the matter, for 
Dorothy Fenwick, co-heiress, married Sir Thomas Williamson, of 
East Markham, Notts, and afterwards of Monkwearmouth. This 
remarkable conveyance to Colonel Fenwick seems to have 
included everything — such as the Borough and Town of Sunder- 
land, with the rights and appurtenances thereof, all courts and 
perquisites of courts, all duties, customs, and profits. Also ''the 
port, haven, and creek of Sunderland, extending from the ban* 
and low water mark unto the new bridge nigh Lumley Park — all 
ballast shores, pickage, stallage, poundage, meetage of come, 
salt, and coals, all duties and benefits as were lately due and pay* 



able to the late Bishop of Durham ; also the ferry and passage 
over the water, port, or river of Sunderland ; and like ingresse, 
egresse, or regresse ; all somes of money, tolls, customs, duties, 
etc." What was left for anyone else in these parts it is difficult 
to tell, but Colonel Fenwick clearly had his share. * 

After the restoration the Bishops recovered their own. In 
1661 Bishop Cosin leased to Walter Ettrick, Esq., collector of 
customs, and one of the freemen of Sunderland, ''all those his 
ferryboats of Sunderland and the passage over the water, port, or 
river of Sunderland." Mr. Walter seems to have got in his power 
as much as had Col. George, for he was to receive benefits from 
all the passengers, profits and commodities that were landed on 
the banks of the Wear. The only exceptions were any salt, 
roots, fruits, victuals or merchcuidise imported for the Lord Bishop 
himself. 

Disputes now having frequently arisen between the William- 
sons and their tenants on the North side, and the Ettricks and 
their tenants of the South side, concerning ferry dues and ferry 
landings, it was at length agreed to refer to the arbitrament of 
Sir Robert Eden, of West Auckland, Bart. ; Sir William 
Blackett, of Newcastle-upon-T3me, Bart. ; and Sir William 
Hustler, of Acklam-in-Cleveland, Bart., and on March 25th, 17 10, 
these gentlemen made an award which has since been acknow- 
ledged by two separate Acts of Parliament. In any question, 
therefore, relating to the rights or obligations of the people of 
Monkwearmouth Shore with respect to the Ferry, we must look 
to and be guided by this award. It was printed by one Mr. 
William Hall so late as 1853, and no doubt some members of this 
society possess copies. 

As I do not profess to be a lawyer, and as I have in my 
possession the views of Mr. W. Wealands Robson, who was a 
lawyer, on the matter, I set his views before you. 

"What are the terms," he says, "on which the people of 
Monkwearmouth Shore are at this day (1874) entitled to cross by 
the Ferry? Half-a-crown a year, paid quarterly, frees every 
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present and future cottage, and five shillings a year frees every 
present and future house. The distinction between the cottage 
and the house is this, that if above the low rooms or ground floor 
there is a chamber or a garret having a glass window, then it is a 
house and not a cottage. This being the distinction, there are not 
perhaps many cottages to be found in Monkwearmouth Shore, 
and I cannot call one to mind at this moment Understand me. 
This customary payment is not a payment per family but per 
building. If a man lives in a single room of a large house he has 
no right to cross for the half-crown ; but if the five shillings are 
once paid for a house then every dweller under the same roof, 
though there may be ten separate families, has the right of 
crossing for this one payment. And family, of course, includes 
domestic servants cuid apprentices, if living and sleeping in their 
master's house. Cattle and goods, as well as persons, are to cross 
for this one payment ; and it covers night as well as day, and all 
days of the week alike. It just comes to this, that no accustomed 
inhabitant of Monkwearmouth Shore can ever be called upon to 
pay toll, whether he may cross by the day or the night, whether 
he cross on a Sunday or a week-day. I ought to say — an<l I do 
say here — that the Corporation have no right to lay the ferry off 
at night or for any part of the night A ferry is only the continu- 
ation of a highway across a river, and the public have the right to 
use the ferry at any and every hour of the twenty-four. The 
Corporation is bound to have a boat in reasonable readiness 
whenever lawfully required, and that totally irrespective of hours 
of the day or days of the week." 

There are certain farms and houses of the township of Monk- 
wearmouth, Southwick and Fulwell which have rights in respect 
of the Ferry as well as of the whole township of Monkwearmouth 
Shore, but into that I cannot go. 

No end of skeels of water came across the Ferry 70 years aga 
Bodlewell Lane water had a great reputation for its purity and 
softness. But it has been shrewdly suspected that the partiality of 
some of the North side matrons for Bodlewell Lane water was 
quite as much owing to a rather stronger fluid sold in the next 
lane, called Beehive Lane. 
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As time went on the idea of having a bridge across the nver 
was mooted. Before the Bridge could be built the old claims of 
Bishop Hugh Pudsey, who had then been dead 640 years, had to 
be met. There is no need to go further into the story, for the 
Bishop's lessee had to be considered also. But under an Act 
dating from the }2nd year of King George III. it was agreed to 
give to 

The Lord Bishop of Durham ... £^9^00 o 

Walter Ettrick, the lessee ... 4>5oo o 

So the amount paid for the old Ferry was 

In addition the Law costs were 
The Pann Ferry rights were sold at the same time for 

Law Costs ... ... ... 

The Act of Parliament to sanction payments 

Total cost 

The Bridge has been built and the Ferry is now in the hands 
of the Corporation. 

Some of you may wonder why I should have any interest in 
the Sunderland Ferry, cuid what possible connection I can have 
with it. One word on this and I am done. Long as the Ferry 
has existed, only one instance of any serious mishap has been 
preserved even in tradition. One Sunday evening, towards the 
end of the iSth centuiy, the ferryboat was conveying about 27 
persons to the Monkwearmouth side when it was upset, and only 
four or five were saved. Many of those lost were Scots, and like 
decent folk had been at Church. The accident led to the form- 
ation of the Church over which I have the privilege to preside. 
I am thus linked to the old Ferry. For had there been no Ferry 
there had probably been no accident. Had there been no 
accident there might have been no Church. Had there been no 
Scots Church on the North side I might not have been here to 
tell the tale. 



APPENDIX. 



It would seem that about every twenty years some one interested in local 
matters goes through the "Inventories and account Rolls of the Cell of Monk- 
wearmouth. " I find, for instance, that my friend, Mr. John Crown, investigated 
them some years ago, and published some of his results in the Sunderland fVtekfy 
Echc, In order that others may be saved the trouble involved I append the 
extracts with references and translations. 

In the inventory for the year 1337, during the mastership of Alan de Marton, 
we meet, inUr alia^ with, <*Ita remanent ibidem i batellus cum remis" (also there 
remains there one boat with oars) p. 142 ; and in the account of Thomas Launoells, 
master for 1389-90, amongst the receipts there is, "et de 17s. r. pro dedma et 
proficuis batelli" (and of 17s. received for the tithes and profits of the boat) 
p. 179. Again, in 1405-6, when John de Hoton was master, we find recorded, '*et 
de nichil r. de batella hoc anno" (and nothing was received from the boat this 
year) p. 188. In another account of the same master (p. 189) for 1407-8, we find 
a memorandum on the back of the roll, but in a more recent hand, which runs 
thus, **IIic nichil recitatur de tractu de la Sayn nee aliqua fit mencio de naulo vel 
ferilay*' (here nothing was received for the fishery of the Sayne, nor any mention 
made of ferry money or ferilay). In the account for the year 1412-13, under the 
head of expenses, we find (p. 191), "In una navicula cum velo et remis emptis 
33s. 6d." (fSr one boat with sail and oars bought 33s. 6d.). 

In the account of Thomas de Witton, master for 141 3-4, amongst the items of 
expenditure there is, <*In fiictura novae cimbae pro cariacione focalis et aliorum 
necessariorum 19s. 3d." (for making a new boat for the carriage of fuel and other 
necessaries 19s. 3d.). And, as showing that the lessees were looking after their 
interests, there was "a payment made to John Robson, ferryman, 2od." (p. 191). 
In another account of the same master, for the year 1417, is the entry, <* et de 
19s. 2d. r. de cimba sic v. (and 19s. 2d. received for a boat sold) p. 193. This 
boat seems to have been quickly replaced, for (p. 194) in an imperfect account, 
probably for 141 8, there was expended, " In una navicula cum velo et remis 33s. 
6d. (for one boat with sail and oars 33s. 6d.). 

In 1421-22 there was " paid to John Ferryman for ferilaw 3s.", thus "J^^^'^'^ 
Feriman pro ferilaw 3s." Whilst in the following year, among the items of 
expenditure, there occurs, *' et Willelmo feriman pro passagio de Sunderland 
38. 4d. (and to William ferryman for the passage of Sunderland 3s. 4d.) pp. 

I94-X9S- 

In the account of Thomas Moreby, master for X425-6, the disbursements show 
(p. 196) that there was paid to William Ferryman 3s. 4d. (et Willelmo Ferrynum 
3s. 4d.), and in another account of the same master (p. 197) for 1427-8 there was 
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spent "for 2 cobylls and 2 nets for the fisheries 39s. id." (In 2 cobylls et 2 
retibus pro piscariis 39s. id.); whilst in a third account for 1428-9 there is an 
entry (p. 197) showing there was paid to John Ferryman, of Sunderland, 3s. 4d. 

Two years afterwards Robert Moreby was master, and in his account for 
1430- 1, amongst other items of expenditure there is one '*for ferry money paid 
at Sunderland 3s. 4d." (p. 199) ; whilst in 1431-2, under the same master, money 
was paid "in reparacione domorum et murorum et unius cobyll 59s. 9d. ob." 
(for repairing the houses and walls and one cobyll 59s. 9d.) p. 199. 

In the account of William Lyham, master for 1435-6, under the head of 
expenses there is, " In naulo soluto domino episcopo cum mercede barbitonsoris 
6s. 8d." (for ferry money paid to the Lord Bishop with wages of the barber 
6s. 8d.) p. 201. In another account uf the same master, for 1437-8, we meet 
with a precisely similar payment. It then appears that the monks of Wearmouth 
had set up an opposition boat, for the receipts show there was "4s. 8d. received 
for the passage of the boat between Wearmouth and Sunderland ** (" et 4s. 8d. 
r. de passagio batelli inter Weremouth et Sunderland hoc anno **) p. 202. 

On the same page among expenses we find, <*in expensis factis circa 
reparacionem unius batelli : pro passagio inter Weremouth et Sunderland 13d. 
ob." (in expenses made about the repairing of one boat for the passage between 
Wearmouth and Sunderland 13d.). We find here also, " De passagio batelli inter 
Weremouth et Sunderland nichil hoc anno '* (for the passage of the boat between 
Wearmouth and Sunderland nothing this year). 

We are not astonished to read this last entry, for a suit was pending between 
the Prior of Durham and Robert Jackson, Esq., of Famton Hall, near Silksworth, 
who was lessee of the port and borough of Sunderland, and a man not at all 
likely to allow of any encroachments being made upon the power and rights and 
privileges of the palatinate, to say nothing of his own rights and privileges. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE MONKWEARMOUTH PARISH 

REGISTERS. 

By Herbirt Maxwell Wood, B.A., 

Read on March 4th, 1902. 



Parish Registers form one of the most valuable resources con- 
taining information of a genealogical and historical character, 
and are also one of the most interesting links connecting the 
generations of the past with those of the present So full are they 
of details and facts written with careful minuteness in a quaint 
language that some of them may well be termed parish chronicles. 
These works, besides containing the ordinary baptisms, marriages, 
and burials, and parochial transactions, have also records of 
political events, famines, fires, floods, murders, storms, and a host 
of other entries throwing important lights into the customs, history, 
manners, and doings of the various periods in the respective 
parishes. Frequently the publicity of some of these entries make 
clear hitherto dubious remarks in histoiy, as well as giving 
materials for the construction of family pedigrees. 

In the earlier periods of British history, the keeping of 
chronicles and records were by no means common,and were en- 
trusted chiefly to the monks or persons of like learning. Each 
abbey, monastery, priory, and religious house had its chronicles 
or registers, and in many of them besides the ordinary annals of 
the house, records of events which occurred elsewhere are found. 
However, on the dissolution of all the religious houses, in the reign 
of Henry VIII., the keeping of such registers ended, and by far 
the greater number of these old and valuable manuscripts were 
wilfully destroyed — some by fire, and others by merchants and 
such like persons in the wrapping of goods, Ac. 

In the year 1538, Thomas Cromwell, the Vicar General, issued 
by royal command an injunction directing that ''every Clergyman 
shall, for every Church, keep a book wherein he shall register 



13 

weekly every marriage, christening, and death," the neglect or 
refusal of so doing being made penal. Fresh and similar injunc- 
tions were issued in the succeeding reign of Edward VL, Elizabeth, 
and James I., but during the confusion caused by the commence- 
ment of the Civil Wars, in the reign of Charles I., the parish 
registers and other parochial arrangements were greatly neglected; 
indeed many of the old books were destroyed, whilst in others 
there is a lapse of several years. However, after this they were 
for the first time regulated by Act of Parliament, and in 1644, ^n 
ordinance was made that " a fair register book of Velim " should 
be provided in every Parish, and that the names of all children 
baptized, and the time of their birth, and also the names of all 
persons married and buried should be set down therein by the 
Minister. During the period of the Commonwealth the parish 
registers were again greatly neglected, and many of them lost or 
partly destroyed. 

During this interregnum (1649- 1660), Parliament, finding that 
the registers were not being properly kept, interfered, and 
appointed registrars. On the Restoration (1660), the registrars 
were done away with, and the duty of keeping the register properly 
again devolved on the Clergy, and from that date has continued to 
be a part of their duty. The Parliament of William III. made the 
duty of keeping in proper order the parish register more stringent, 
subjecting the Clergy to a heavy penalty for neglect. In 1753, 
Lord Hardwicke's Act was passed, which provided that any person 
convicted of destroying or tampering with any register of marriage, 
the same was to be deemed guilty of felony, without the benefit 
of Clergy. The Stamp Act was passed in 1783, levying a tax 
upon every entry in parish registers, but so great was the opposi- 
tion that it was repealed in 1794. In 1812, Rose's Act became law. 
This was for '<the better regulating and preserving parish and 
other registers," and in 1836, it v/as enacted that henceforth all 
future registers should be kept in books specially provided for that 
purpose, and ''according to one uniform scheme set out in the 
schedule annexed to the Act." 

In an article in the "Antiquary" some years ago, written by 
Mr B. L. Lewis, he says " after 300 years of Clerical custody out 
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of about 1 1,000 parishes, half the registers, prior to the year 16001, 
had utterly disappeared, and not above 812 registers commenced 
In 1538, the year of their institution." In the diocese of Newcastle, 
there are only six Churches in which the registers commenced in 
the sixteenth century, and in the diocese of Durham only 57. 

On April 13th, 1790, about one o'clock in the morning, a dread- 
ful tire broke out at Monkwearmouth Hall, formerly the Mansion 
House of Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart. It first appeared at the 
East end inhabited by the Rev. Jonathan Ivison, who with his 
family narrowly escaped; it communicated to the other parts of 
the house, which were also entirely destroyed, excepting a small 
building to the West. The house having been formerly a 
monastery and joined to the Church, the latter was with the 
greatest difficulty preserved. A large dining room in this Hall, 
was panelled with dark oak, on which was painted landscapes and 
hunting pieces ; the staircase was also of oak. The fire burnt with 
such rapidity, that not an article belonging to Mr. Ivison was saved, 
and amongst other articles, the registers (being of great antiquity) 
were totally consumed, except the Register of Marriage from i6th 
October, 1785, the Register of Christenings from 2nd September, 
1779, and Register of Burials from 3rd January, 1768, down to this 
time. A meeting was held to determine what was best to be done, 
when all persons were desired to fetch copies of such private 
registers as they had in their possession, when several were entered, 
and sworn to before the Magistrate. 

The following entries are from a copy taken from the register, 
and found amongst the Hilton Papers : — 

John Forth of Newcastle-on-Tyne, Merchant, and Marg-aret Hilton, 
daughter of Barron John Hilton, of Hilton, mar. 20th Dec., 
1658. 

Mr. George Grey, of Sudwick, bur. i6th Sept., 1702. 

Henry Hilton, of Hilton, Barron, bur. i6th Apl., 17 12. 

Richard Hylton, of Hylton Castle, Barron, bur. 3rd Sep., 1722. 

Sir Richard Musgrave, of Haton Castle, in the County of Cumber- 
land, and Mrs. Anne Hylton, of Hylton Castle, mar. 13th 
May, 1723-4. 
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In the Choir Vestry is a small tablet with the following' 
inscription : — 

Heere under lyeh ye Boddy of 

Marye Lee, 
Daughter to Peeter Delavle, 
Late of Tinmouth, Gentm., 
Shee died in child bed ye 23d of May, 161 7. 
Hapie is y* soule y* heere on earth did live a harmless l)rfe, 
Happie mayd y^ made soe chast an honnest wife. 
She was married atTynemouth, i6i i, Dec. 3rd, to Edward Lee.^ 
Her father Peter was bur. at Tynemouth, 161 1, Aug. loth. 

Births and Baptisms. 
1733. 

Oct. 3. George, s. George and Catherine Simey, Hilton. 

1738. 
May 7. Cooper, s, Jeremiah and Dorothy Abbs. 

1740. 

March 18. Richard, s. Jeremiah (coalfitter) and Dorothy Abbs. 

1 741. 
Dec. 14. George (bapt. Jan. 19th, 1742) s, William and Susannah LongstafT. 

1744. 

May 27. William (bapt. June 19th, 1744) s, William and Susannah Longstaif. 

1745-6. 

Jan. 9. Thomas (bapt. Feb. i8th, 1745-6) s, William and Susannah 

Longstan. 

1748. 
May 25. Susanna (bapt July 28th, 1748) d. William and Susannah Longstaff. 

1752. 
Aug. 24. Mary (bapt. Oct. 28th, 1752) d, William and Susannah Longstaif. 

1755. 
April 3. Brian, s, Peter and Isabella Stafford. 

1765. 
Thomas (bapt. Feb. 17th, 1765) s. William (keelmanj and Margaret 
Abbs. 
Dec X. Anna Sophia, d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs. 

1767. 
Feb. 2. Mary, d. Lieutenant William and Thomasin Abbs. 

1768. 
Mch. 5. Margaret, d. William (keelman) and Margaret Abbs. 
16. John, s. Lieutenant William and Thomasin Abbs. 

* See Surtees, VoL IL, page 7, for pedigree of Lee. 
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1769. 

June 23. George, /. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs» 

1770. 
May 12. Mary, d. Thomas (gentleman) and Jane Bntnton, South wick. 
June 30. Richard, i, Richard (coalfitter) and Mary Abbs. 

1771. 

Apt. 23. Bryan, s. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs. 

Dec. 14. Thomas, s. Thomas (gentleman) and Jane Brunton, South wick. 
Dec. 28. Jeremiah, j. Richard and Mary Abbs. 

177a. 
Dec. 28. Thomas, s. Thomas and Esther Staflford. 

1774. 
J.nn. I. Hannah, d. Thomas (gentleman) and Jane Brunton, Southwick. 

1775- 
Mch. 13. Margaret, d. Cooper (gentleman) and Ann Abbs. 

June 26. Penelope Lawrence, d, Richard (coalfitter) and Elizabeth Pemberton. 

July 20. Thomas, s. Henry (sailor) and Jane Conyen^ 

Sept. 20. Jane, d, Thomas (gentleman) and Jane Brunton, Southwick. 

1776. 

Jan. 16. George, j. George (gentleman) and Mary Gregton. 

Feb. 2. Maria (bapt. May 3rd, 1780) d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abba, 

Wcarmouth. 

1777. 

July 25. Eleanor, d. Richard (coalfitter) and Elizabeth Pemberton. 

Aug. 28. Mary, d, George (gentleman) and Mary Gregaon. 

1778^. 
Mch. 22. Anthony, i. Anthony (Riding Officer of the Customs) and Elizabeth 

Hare, Wearmouth. 

1779- 
Mch. II. John, x. Richard (coalfitter) and Elizabeth Pemberton. 
June 2. Isabella (bapt. June 2nd, 1780) d, Thomas (Esquire) and Elizabeth 

Cook, Southwick. 
Nov. 26. Elisabeth (bapt. May 3rd, 1780) d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs, 

Wearmouth. 
Dec. 24. Jonathan (bapt. June 18th, 1780) x. James and Elizabeth Stafford. 

1780. 
June 26. Ralph Stephen (bapt. Sept 20th, 1780) s, Richard (coalfitter) and 

Elizabeth Pemberton, Shore. 
July id John Pexall, s. Thomas (agent) * and Mary Kidson, Monkwear- 

mouth. 
July 16. John (bapt. Oct. 24th, 1780) s. Cooper (gentleman) and Ann Abbs, 

Shore. 
Dec. 2. Isabella (bapt. June ist, 1781) d. Rev. Jonathan and Isabella Ivison, 

Monkshall. 

*The Grandfather of the present Mr. W. A. Kidson. 



i7 
1781. 

Oct. la Ann (bapt. July ist, 1782) d, Thomas (gentleman) and Jane BnintoD| 

Southwick. 
Nov. 19. Jane (bapt. May 7th, 1782) d, Thomas (Esquire) and Elizabeth Cook, 

Southwick. 

1782. 

Feb. 22. Ann (bapt. May 14th, 1782) d. Rev. Jonathan and Isabella Ivison, 

Monkshall. 
Apl. 4. Richard (bapt. Aug. 23rd, 1782) j. Richard (coalfittcr) and Elizabeth 

Pemberton, Shore. 
July 2. Harriet (bapt. July 29th, 1782) d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs, 

Wearmouth. 

1784. 

Jan. 21. John, j. Rev. John and Dorothy Heskett. 

Feb. 26. Henrietta (bapt. June 8th, 1784) d. Rev. Jonathan and Isabella Ivison, 

Monkshall. 
Sept 12. Thomas (bapt. Feb. ist, 1785) s, Thomas (gentleman) and Mary 

Kidson, Shore. 
Dec 9. Isabella Maria (bapt. April nth, 1791) d. George (gentleman) and 

Mary Gregson, Monkwearmouth Shore. 
Dec. 13 Caroline (bapt June 12th, 1785) d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs, 

Wearmouth. 

1785. 

Feb. 5. Ann (bapt Jan. 2nd, 1786) d. Cooper (gentleman) and Ann Abbs, 

Shore. 
Mch. 3. Thomas and Elizabeth (twins) s. and d, Richard (coalfitter) and 

Elisabeth Pemberton. 
ApL 5. William (bapt. Jan. 5th, 1786) s, George (gentleman) and Hannah 

Longstaff, Wearmouth. 

1786. 

Feb. 27. Thomas (bapt. Apl 27th, 1786) s, John (Carpenter) and Hannah 

(deceased) Laing, Shore. 
Nov. 26. Inigo (bapt. Dec. 31st, 1786) s, Mirriadatts (Writer) and Franceier 

Jones, London. 
Dec 6. Mary Eliza (bapt. Jan. $th, 1791) </. Thomas (gentleman) and Mary 

Kidson, Monkshore. 

1787. 

June 10. George x. Rev. John and Dorothy Heskett 

Aug. I. Thomas (bapt Sept. 19th, 1787) s, John (gentleman) and Elizabeth 

Sharpe, Southwick. 
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«7*7— <Coiitd.) 

Sept 34. Margafct, d, Richard (Coalfittei) and Elizabeth PembertoB. 

1789L 

Jan. 2. William (bapt. Jan. 5th, 1791) x. Thomas (gentleman) and Mary 

Kidson, Monkshore. 

Apt. 27. Mary (bapt Dec. 25th, 1789) d. Cooper (brewer) and Ann Abbs, 

Shore. 

1791. 

July 2. George Ruddock (bapt Feb. 16th, 1 792) s. Thomas (agent) and 

Mary Kidson, Monkshore. 

1794. 
Oct. 15. Collin, J. Alexander McKenzey. 

1796. 
Nov. 19. (Bapt. Dec. 4th, by Rev. J. Henderson) Thomas, ist s, Thomas 

Happer (Surgeon), N. of Coldingham, Berwickshire, by his wife 
Hannah, d. Edward Charlton of this Parish. 

1798. 
July 2$. George Cooper (bapt May 2nd, I Sot, ist j. Bryan Abbs (gentleman) 

Wearmouth, N. of this Parish, by his wife Rachel, d, Thos. 
Kirkup, of Southwick Glasshouse. 

1800. 
Feb. 5. Ann Elizabeth (bapt May 2Dd, 1801) ist d. Bryan Abbs (gentleman) 

Wearmouth, N. of this Parish, by his wife Rachel, d. Thos. 
Kirkup, of Southwick Glasshouse. 
Aug. 16. Thomas (bapt. Jan. $th, 1801) 1st x. Thomas Brunton (gentleman) 

Southwick, by his wife Margery, d, Richard Preston, of Wear- 
mouth. 

1802. 

Sept. 23. George (bapt. Oct i8th, 1803) 1st s, George Gregson (shipowner) by 

his wife Alice, d John Allison, (fitter). 

1805. 
June 29. William Lumley (bapt Sept. i$th, 1805) x. David and Margaret 

Richardson, Shore, at Croxdale Chapel. 

1807. 
Feb. 26. John (bapt Sept. 27th, 1808) ist j. John Pexall Kidson (attorney) 

Shore, by his wife Margaret, d* John Booth, Bishopwearmouth. 

1808. 
Apl. 19. Mary (bapt Sept. 27th, 1808) ist d. John Pexall Kidson (attorney) 

Shore, by his wife Margaret, d, John Booth, Bishopwearmouth. 
Apl. 2X Ann (bapt Sept 25th, 181 1) 1st d, Robert Maling (potter) N. of 

Hylton Ferry, by his wife Eleanor, late Potts, d, William PotU 

(shipbuilder), of Hylton Ferry. 
Nov. IS. William Rawling (bapt. Feb. 23rd, 1809) 4th s, Thomas Brunton 

(gentleman) Southwick, by his wife Margery, d, Richard Preston 

(butcher), Monkwearmouth Shore. 
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1809. 

Feb. 25. Robinson (bapt. June 3rd, 1810) 4th s, John Longstaif (husbandman) 

Wearmouth, by his wife liannah, d. John Johnson, Durham. 
Oct. 27. Eleanor (bapt. Sept. 25th, 181 1) 2nd <^. Robert Maling (potter) N. of 

Hylton Ferry, by his wife Eleanor, late Potts, d. of Wm. Potts 

(shipbuilder), of Hylton Ferry. 

1 810. 
Sept 6. Joseph Nixon (bapt Sept. 28th), s. William Young (officer of Excise) 

by my wife Jane, d. Joseph Nixon, of Carlisle, Cumberland. 

1811. 
Apl. 24. Hannah (bapt. May 26ih, 181 1) 3rd d. and loth child of John 

Longstaif (husbandman) Wearmouth, by his wife Hannah, d. 

John Johnson, Durham. 
Aug. 23. John (bapt. Sept. 25th, 181 1) ist x. Robert Maling (potter), N. of 

Hylton Ferry, by his wife Eleanor, late Potts, d. William Potts 

(shipbuilder), of Hylton Ferry. 

Marriages, 176098. 
1760. 

Apl. 2. John Has well and Dorothy Wayman, Whitby, lie. 

1 761. 
Sep. 30. John Haswell and Sarah Hutchinson, Bardersdale, iic. 

1762. 
June 8. Charles Grey,* Esq., Howick, Northumberland, and Elizabeth 

Grey, Southwick, iu, 

1763. 
Feb. 13. Joseph Seward, Lyme, Dorsetshire, and Ann Paterson, banns, 

1764. 
Dec. I . Rev. Cooper Abbs and Ann Abbs, lie. 

1765. 
Oct. 13. Thomas Brunton, Monkton, and Jane Taylor, lie, 

1767. 
Dec 20. William Abbs and Thomasine Usher, lie, 

176a 
Dec. 191 John Heppell and Mary Abbs, lie, 

r772. 
Dec. 2. John Baxter and Sarah Dodds, Boldon, banns, 

1773- 
Aug. 2. George Gregson, Sunderland, and Mary Taylor, lie, 

* He was bom 1729 ; K.B., General in the Army, &c., Baron Grey de Howick, 
1801, Viscount Howick and Earl Grey, nth April, 1806, died Nov. 14th, 1807. 
She was the daughter of George Grey by ElizabeUi, d, Nathai\iel Ogle, of Kirkley, 
Northumberland 
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1774. 
Aug. 50. Rev. Jonathan Ivison and Isabella Watson, lie. 

1776. 
Oct. 37. Lancelot Atkinson, Newcastle, and Isabella Robinson, iU, 

1779. 
June 2a Thomas Cole, Chester-lee-Street, and Mary Longstaff, lie, 

Dec. 5. Thomas Graydon and Rachael Davison, Hesleton« He, 

1786. 

Aug. 38. Thomas Chapman, Scarborough, Co. York, and Jane Potts, tic, 

14^ it, John Roxby, Margaret Dobson. 

1787. 
July 7. William Hall and Mary Ann Elsden, Allsaints, tic, 

Wit, William Hutchinson, John Roxby. 

1789. 
Aug. 15. George Hassal and Elizabeth Todd, Washington, tic, 

WU. John Booth, E. Hassal. 

Aug. 24. George James, Pelaw, Parish of Chester-le-Street, and Mary 

Wright, tic, 

WU, John Wright, sen., Margaret Farrer, Sarah Watson, Anne 

Sophia Abbs, Margaret James, Henry Moorhouse, John 

Wright, jr. 

Dec. 19. John Usher, Washington, and Ann Dobson, tic, 

WU, George Usher, Mary Dobson. 

Dec. 26. Walter Cummins, South Shields, and Jane Fenwick, tic, 

Wk. Christopher Lamb, Joseph Tulip. 

1790. 
Jan. 28. Matthew Robinson, Boldon, and Isabella Bacon, tic, 

WiL Thomas Atkinson, George Watson. 
Feb. 16. John Cankerton and Hannah Manby, Hamsterd, Co. York, tic. 

Wit, Ann Lamb, Joseph Tulip. 

1791. 
May 9. Robert Hayton, Sunderland, and Margaret Abbs, tic. 

Wii, Cooper Abbs, Jonathan Ivison. 

1792. 

Oct. 17. Robert Hodgson, Whitby, Co. York, and Sarah Watson, tic, 

WU. Jane Watson, Margaret Caley, Edward Watson, Michael 

Hodgson, John Watson, William Watson. 

1793. 
May 13. Robert Crowe and Mary Banks, Whitburn, banns, 

WU, Ann Lamb, Joseph Tulip. 
May 19. George Potts, St . John's, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Isabella Gordon, tic. 

Wit, Margaret Barrass, her mark ** x," Hannah Hubbach. 
Sept. 14. Thomas Smith, Tanfield, and Mary Dickinson, tic. 

Wit, Elisabeth Dickinson, Ann Lamb. 
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1793" — (Contd.) 
Oct. 15. Thomas Adderley, St. Gr^ory, London, and Jane Porter, lie, 

WU, William Brass, Mary Brass, Alice Dunn. 

1795. 
July xa. Joseph Matthews, All Saint's, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Ann 

Johnson, lie. 

Wit, Thomas Johnson, Ann Raffield. 
July 18. Harvey Fidler, Tynemouth, and Mary Shot ton, lie. 

Wit. John Shotton, Joseph Tulip. 

1796. 
Feb. 15. Thomas Abbs and Mary Pruddo, banns. 

Wit. Robert Pruddo, Simon Tyrance. 
Apl. 5. Ralph Beall, Tynemouth, and Mary Clark, lie. 

Wit, Thomas Clark, jr., Isabella Smith, Eliza Clark, John 
Clark, John Beal. 
Aug. 17. Michael Balfour, Chelsea, London, and Mary Bums, He. 

Wit, Thomas Metcalfe, Eleanor Bums, Dorothy Bell. 
Oct. 25. Thomas Palmer, Great Yarmouth, and Mary Heppell, lie. 

Wit, J. Heppell, Elizabeth Heppell. 
Nov. 23. Bethel Scaling and Isabella Watson, of the P. of South Shields, He, 

m 

Wit. Francis Lowes, Frances Miller. 
Dec. 26. John Moses, Gateshead, and Sarah Debord, lie. 

Wit. Daniel Wilson, Robert Debord, Joseph Tulip. 

1797. 
May 16. John Hindmarsh (yeoman), and Mary Cowens, Easington, lie, 

WiL John Collens, Joseph Tulip. 

1798. 
Apl. 30. William Scott, Boldon, and Ann Tate, banns. 

Wit, Joseph Tulip, Ann Lamb. 
May I. Matthew Smith, Ponteland, and Saiah Foster, banns. 

Wit. Mary Foster, Barnabas Foster, Thomas Bainbridge, 
John Foster. 
May 9. John Baty, Boldon, and Isabella Hogg, banns. 

Wit, William Hogg, George Shevill, Mary Gordon, Mary 
Hogg, James Baty. 
May 19. Bryan Abbs and Rachel Kirkup, lie. 

Wit. Robert Reay, Joseph Tulip. 
June 9. Matthew Colwell, Jarrow, and Mary Foster, banns. 

Wit, Barbara Foster, Bamabas Foster, Thomas Bainbridge, 
Thomas Clark, John Bainbridge. 

1799- 
July 10. Wilkinson Kirsopp (bachelor), Southwield, Co. Essex, and Mary 

Brunton, lie. 

Wit, Thomas Brunton, Jan* Brunton. 
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i799-~-(^^<)Btd.) 
Oct. 17. Jeremiah Abbs and Jane Bninton, He, 

Wii, Margery Preslon, Thomas Brimton. 
Dec. 3. Joseph William Henry Burton, Billingborough, Co. Lincoln, and 

Isabella Palmer, lie. 

Wii, Ann Taylor, Eliza Palmer. 

1800. 
Mch. 20. Thomas Curtis, Scarbrough, and Ann Smith, lie. 

Wit. Thomas Parker, Isabella Smith. 

1801. 
Mch. 10. John Carr, Eglingham, Northuml)erIand, and Ann Taylor, lie. 

Wii, H. Taylor, Jane Wilkinson. 

1802. 
Nov. 6. Matthew Ikswick, Scarho rough, Co. York, and Jane Mills, lie. 

Wii. John Hutchinson, Willkni Robson. 

1803, 
Jan. 3a William Sadler, All Saint^s, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Jane Robinson, He. 

Wii. William Lidgerton, William Robson. 
May 31. George Shevill, Boldon, and Eleanor Atkinson, lie. 

Wii. Smart Atkinson, Mary Abbs. 
Aug. 14. John Parker, St. Hild's, and Elizabeth Robinson, lie. 

Wii. William Addison, William Robson. 
Nov. 30. John Errington and Jane Lee, Bishop Auckland, He. 

Wii. Thomas Blakey, William Robson. 

1804. 
Mch. 2. Thomas Porritt, St. Hill's, South Shields, and Elizabeth Woodhouse, 

lie. 

Wii. Scarth Castley, William Robson. 
Oct. 27. Ralph Scott (Bachelor), Houghton- le-Spring, and Ann Lowes, lie. 

Wii. Francis Lowes, Thomas Scaling. 

1805. 
Aug. 24. Thomas Clark and Dorothy Stothard, Jarrow, lie. 

Wii. Robert Dalkin, jr., William Robson. 
Sept. 10. Edward Pounder and Mary Purvis, South Shields, lie. 

Wii. Robert Walker, Margaret Sharp. 

1806. 
May 31. John Clark and Elizabeth Curry, Jarrow, lie. 

Wii. William Robson, Anne Lamb. 
July 17. Philip Taylor, Earsdone, and Barbara Wilson, lie. 

Wii. George Wilson, Robert Wiimem, Henry Knight 
Aug. 2. William Tate and Jane Potts, Boldon, banns. 

Wii. William Hall, William Robson. 
Aug. 10. Henry Wilson, South Shields, and Mary Stoker, lie. 

Wii. William Robson, Charles Lamb. 



23 

Banns. 

1788. 

Joseph Blair and Ann Berrey, Whitburn. 

1789. 
James Maltman and Hannah Wilkinson, Alnwick. 

1790. 
Thomas Harrison, Hartlepool, and Jane Harrison. 
William Smith and Margaret Ricardby, A In wick. 

1 791. 
Joseph Hutchinson and Mary Robinson, Romaldkirk. 

John Tumbull, Chesterlestreet, and Ruth Alder. 

1792. 

John Parkinson anfi Hannah Hodgson, Brancepeth. 

William Bennett and Robeenah Young, Embleton, Northumberland. 

John Ross, East Martin, Co. York, and Margaret Bails. 

1793- 
William Spedding, Durham, and Hannah Swann. 

1794. 
J Abel Wilkinson, North Shields, and Ann Colledge. 

Joshua Parkinson and Isabella Steel, Lamesley. 

John Chisman and Jane Burlison, St. Helen's, Auckland. 

1795. 
Benjamin Mitchelson and Ann Watson, Jarrow. 

1796. 
Adam Gray and Eleanor Gray, Bambrough. 
Thomas Carter, Painshaw, and Elizabeth Reed. 

1797. 
Michael Harbottle and Margaret Blain, Ponteland. 

1798. 
James Stothard and Dorothy Brues, Whitburn. 

Burials, 1768-18 12. 
1768. 

Jan. 10. The Rev. Mr. Thomas Goodday (minister.) 

1769. 
Jan. 31. William Abbs (fieurmer), Fulwell. 
June 10. George Cooper, 1. Rev. Cooper Abbs and Ann his wife, Weremouth. 

July 5. Elizabeth Newlands (mistress of the Workhouse.) 

1770. 
Nov. 21. Hannah, d, William Wake (fiurmer), and Jane his wife, Greenfield, 

near Alnwick. 
Dec. 9. Richard Stamp, Roker House. 
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1771. 
July 4. WillUm Todd (master shipwright), Sunderland. 

July 15. John Todd (master and mariner.) 

July 24. Simon Longs tafi* (keelman), Weremouth. 

1772. 
Mch. 13. James Hedley (gin wright.) 

1773. 
Jan. 23. Margaret, xvife of Mark Westol (master and mariner.) 

Oct. 15. Hunter, /.John Wedderbum and Mary his wife, Suddick Hill House. 

1775- 
Apl. 8. John Nicholson (trustee for James Smithson, Esq.) 

Apl. IX. Elizalxrth, d, John Gladstain (agent), and Margaret his wife, Wear- 
mouth. 

May 9. Jane, d, Thomas Burnet (husbandman), and Christian his wife, 

Richmond. 

Oct. II. Hannah Ann, d, George Dove (surgeon), and Ann his wife, Wear> 

mouth. 

1776. 

May 12. Samuel Mcfermling, Hylton Ferry Boat, a North Briton. 

1777- 
Jan. 30. Hannah Abbs (spinster), Wearmouth. 

1778. 
Feb. I. John, j. Cooper Abbs, Wearmouth (master and mariner), and Ann 

his wife. 
May 18. John Hylton (merchant.) 
May 21. George, j. Thomas Bum, Hylton Ferry Boat (master builder and 

fanner), and Ann his wife, Bishopwearmouth. 
June I. Philip Meredith, x. Rev. Cooper Abbs, and Ann his wife, Wearmouth. 
Sept 7. Matilda, d. Rev. Cooper Abbs an' I Ann his wife, Wearmouth. 
Oct. I. Elizabeth, d. Rev. Jonathan Ivison and Isabella his wife. 
Nov. 20. Sach. Crowford (parish clerk), above 30 years Parish Clerk. 

1779- 
June 8. Isabella, d. George Gregson (roper), and Mary his wife, Wearmouth. 

Dec. 23. John, s. Anthony Hair (coustom house officer), and Elizabeth his wife, 

Warmouth. 

1780. 

Feb. 8. Bartholomew Haire, Warth, aged 105 years. 

June 17. John Cottiamin, belonging to His Majesty's Cutter, "Firrott." 

Sep. 3. Elizabeth, d, Thomas Cook, Esq., and Elizabeth his wife, Southwick. 

Oct. 3. Alixdr. Patterson, Scotchman. 

Oct 4. James Kirk (officer of Custom Hous, from Whitburn.) 

Dec. 24. Petter Glendining (old raggman). Low Row. 

Dec. 29. Jane, d, Anthony Haire (custom officer), Warth. 
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1781. 
July 26. Robert Thompson (bellman.) 
Aug. 34. Isabella, </. Rev. Jonathan Ivison (minester), and Isabella his wife, 

Monks Hall. 
Oct. 2. Ann, ti. late James Smithson, Esq. , and Ann his wife, she died in the 

Parish of Beppweth. 
Dec. 31. Robert J. Robert Chesment (brewer.) 

17S2. 
May II. William Iluddleston Williamson,* Esq., eldest s. of Sir Hedworth 

Williamson, of Whitburn, iiaronet. 
Aug. 7. Thomas Brunton (gentleman), South wick. 

1783. 
Ann, 7oi/e of Robart Reed (marchant.) 
Richard, s. Robart Emerson, Hilton Ferry. 
Marria, </. Rev. Cooper Abbs and Ann his wife, Warmouth. 
Edward Henton, s. Rev. Jonathan Ivison and Isabella his wife. 

Monk shall. 

1784. 
William, s. Cooper (brewer), and Ann Abbs. 

John Havery (farmer), Rockerhouse. 
Hannah, wi/e of James Handley (brewer.) 

1785. 
Ann, </. Rev. Jonathan Ivison and Isabella his wife, Monkshall. 
Widerington, s John Stafford, Esq., Warth. 
27. Rev. William Longstaff (curiet at Easington.) 

Caroline, d. Rev. Cooper Abbs and Ann his wife, Warmouth. 
Harriott, d. Rev. Cooper Abbs and Ann his wife, Warmouth. 

1786. 
Elizabeth, d. Rev. Cooper Abbs. 
Susanna, wi/e of Charles Taylor (marcht.) 
Thomas Westol (blockmaker. ) 

1787. 
Edward Love, Sackson hear 13 years. 
James Hartley (gentleman), Low South wick. 
Harriott, d. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs, Warmouth. 
Aug. 26. Jane, d. James Miltir (brewer), Sunderland. 

1788. 
May 18. Elizabeth and Christain, ds, of Robert Grant (surgeon.) 
June 23. John Roxby (parish clerk), Monkweremouth Church. 
Sept. 21. James Stafford (gentleman), J. John Stafford, Esq. 

♦ 1st J. Sir Hedworth, of Whitburn, Co. Durham, Bart, Oriel Coll. Oxon, 
matric. Oct nth, 1768, aged 19, died 12th April, 1782, unmarried, brother of 
Hedworth, afterwards a Comet in Albemarle's Dragoons. 
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1789- 

Jan. 20. Sir Hedworth Willuunson,* BaroDet, Whitbuni (and High Sheriff 

for the County of Durham.) 
Feb. 83. Alice Love, widdew of Edward Love (seztcHi of Monkwearmouth 

Church.) 
Mch. I. George, /. George (countryman), and Isabella Wilson, Fieldhouse. 
May 3. John, /. Richard (brewer), and Ann Bradshaw. 
Sept. a6. James Miller (brewer), from Sunderland. 
Oct. 8. David Walker, drownded from Mr. Wilkin's ship, <* Biars." 
Oct. 21 . Mary Abbs, widdow, Wearmouth. 

1790. 

May 31. Edward Alder (farmer), P. H. Whitburn. 

July II. Dorothy Scott, widdow, from Scott's House in the Parish of Boldoo. 

1791- 
Apl. II. George Gregson (gentleman.) 
July 2. Hannah, d, deceased Thomas Brunton (gentleman), and Jane his wife. 

South wick. 
July 20. George Dove (gentleman.) 

Oct. 6. Geoige Cooper Abbs, s. Rev. Cooper and Ann Abbs. 
Dec. 8. Dorothy, widow of Jeremiah Abbs, (coalfitter.) 
Dec. 14. James, x. Robert Pyle (firmer), Bishopwearmouth ToUgate. 

Feb. 16. Thomas Kidsonf (agent.) 
Mch. 12. Sarah, d, George (gent.), and Mary James. 
June 3. John Stafford, Esq. 

Oct. II. Ralph, J. Thomas (surgeon), and Eliaibeth CoUmgwood. 
Oct. 23. The Rev. Jonathan Ivison % (Vicar of West Torrington, Lincolnshire, 

and perpetual Curate of this Church.) 

«793. 
Jan. 31. John, x. Ralph (haven master), and Sarah Davison. 
Apl. 15. Mary, wife of the Rev. John Henderson (dissenting minister.) 
ApL 21. Robert Liddell (gent of the Royal Navy), Wearmouth. 
Aug. 29. Hannah, wife of George Longstoff (gent.) 
Oct. 24. Lady Elizabeth Williamson, % from Whitburn. 

* He was the 2nd son of Sir William Williamson by his wife Elizabeth, 
daughter and co-heir of John Hedworth, of Haraton, he married Elizabeth, 
daughter and heir of William Hudkston, of Millom Castle, in Cumberland, 
appointed H^h Sheriff by patent, 1747. He was the first Williamson to bear the 
name of Hedworth. 

fThe great grandfather of the present Mr. W. A. Kidson. 

X He succeeded Mr. Thomas Goodday, 1768, May 26th, and was himself 
succeed by Joseph Wilkinson. 

% Daughter and co-heir of William Hudleston, of Millom Castle, Cumberland. 
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'793*— (Ccmtd.) 

Nov. 4. Jeremiah Abbs (mariner). Wearmouth. 

Dec II. John Thomber (attorney at law.) 

Dea 22- Cress well Bell (woodmonger), Wearmouth. 

1794. 
Jan. 8. Isabella, d. Mary Gregson, (innkeeper.) 
Mch. 23. John Ward s. George (gent.), and Mary James. 
Sep. 15. Elizabeth, d. Sharp (surgeon) and Elizabeth Stothard. 

1795. 
Jan. 27. John, s. Sharp (surgeon), and Elizabeth Stothard. 

Mch. 26. James Taylor (gent), ^Vearmouth. 

May 2. John Johnston,* of the 8th Regiment of Foot. 

May 7. James Symmons, of the 8th Regiment of Foot. 

(A numlier of deaths are recorded here from the 8th, 37th, 44th 
and 84th Regiments of Foot.) 
Sept. 18. John Huntingdon, f of the Northumberland Militia. 
Nov. 5. Mary, imfe of Andrew Hindes, of the Durham Militia. 

1796. 
George, i. late Thomas (agent), and Mary Kidson. 
David, s, John (shipbuilder), and Isabella Laing. 
Elizabeth wife of Edward Watson (surgeon. ) 

1797. 
Isabella d. John (shipbuilder), and Isabella Laing. 

Margaret Abbs (spinster), Wearmouth. 

>799- 
Edward Watson (apothecary), Sunderland, aged 70. 

Hannah Harrison, late Catterick, widow of the late Michael Harrison 
(apothecary.) 

William Masterman, custom house, Sunderland, aged 38. 

William Abbs (Lieut, in His Majesty's Navy), aged 65. 

1800. 

Jan. 3. Thomasine Abbs, formerly Usher, widow of the late Lieut. William 

Abbs, Wearmouth, aged 61. 

Jan. 4. The Rev. Cooper Abbs, Wearmouth, aged 62. 

Feb. 15. John Robison, s. Rev. Thomas Robison (dissenting minister), and 

Mary his wife, formerly Temperley, aged 3. 

1801. 

Aug. 23. Richard Abbs (former), Fulwell, aged 61. 

Sept. 18. Joseph Tulip (parish clerk), aged 66. 
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♦ At Whitburn, the 8th Regiment of Foot, the Durham Militia, and the 
Durham Fencibles commanded by General Osboume. 

t At Hendon, the Northumberland Militia, Roxboroughshire Fencibles and 
the Berwickshire Fencibles, commanded by General Dalrymple. 

The Sunderland Barracks were erected 1794. 
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i8oi.— (Contd.) 
Dec. 10. Edward Palmer (shipowner), Wearmouth, aged 45. 

1802. 
Feb. 21. Ralph Davison (harbour master), aged 64. 

1803. 
A pi. 16. George Palmer (shipowner), aged 49. 

1804. 
Feb. 9b Margaret, wift of John Le^hton (potter), formerly Galley, Southwick, 

aged 33. 
Mch. 6. Matthew Chaloner (drum major, Northumberland Militia), aged 43. 
June 24. John Knipe (dissenting minister), aged 72. 

1805. 
Apr. II. Lambert Westol (mariner), aged 56. 
Apl. 19. John Dinning (schoolmaster), aged 57. 

1806. 
May 30. Elizabeth Mennell, widow, aged 80. 

1807. 
Sept. 8. Richard Preston Bnmton, j. Thomas Brunton ^shipowner). South- 
wick, by his wife Margery, formerly Preston, aged 8 weeks. 
Sept. 23. Cooper Abbs, Esq., aged 68. 

1808. 

Nov. 30. John Mcgee (traveller), Scotchman, aged 8a 

i8ia 

Mch. 21. Sir Hedworth Williamson,* Bart., Whitburn, aged 6z. 

Mch. 24. Elisabeth, wife of Philip Laing (shipbuilder), formerly Rudd, Wear- 

mouth, aged 25. 

May 4. John Watson (surgeon), Bishopwearmouth, aged 41. 

Oct 21. Reverend John Heskett (curate of this parish), aged 57. 

1811. 

Sept. 19. Mary Robinson, vnfe of Thomas Robinson (dissenting minister), 

aged 41. 

Oct 9. George Heskett, /. Rev. J. Heskett (late curate of this parish), 

aged 23. 

1812. 

May 27. George Forster Bnmton, x. Thomas Brunton (statesman), Southwick, 

aged 5 months. 
Sept. 20. William Austin, j. Peter Austin (potter), by his wife Jane, late 

Moore, aged i week. 
Oet. 4' Jane Heskett, rdict of the late Rev. John Heskett (minister of this 

parish), aged 50. 



• S. Hedworth, of Whitburn, Co. Durham, Sth Baronet, Lincoln College 
matric, 13th March, 1769, aged 18; B.A. ; M.A. 17785 6th Baronet; father of 
William Hamilton (2nd son), and ^ir Hedworth. He married Oct. 23rd, I794» 
Maria d. Sir James Hamilton, of Monaghan, Ireland. He was High Sheriff by 
patent, 1789-1810. 



NOTES ON DALDEN TOWER AND THE VILLAGE 

OF DALTON-LE-DALE. 

Bt R. Anderson Aird. 

Read on June 14th, and October 7th, 1902. 



The Tower of Dalden and the Village of Dalton-le-Dale are 
situated in what is now called Dawdon Dene, near Seaham 
Harbour, about six and a half miles south of Sunderland. 

The Tower, which is about three quarters of a mile from the 
sea-shore, occupies a beautiful position between the banks of the 
dale through which runs a small stream; the north west bank 
rises in gentle green covered slopes, and that on the south, rising 
abruptly from the stream, is finely wooded with elm and ash trees, 
which have for some centuries been a noted feature in the land- 
scape. The vale opens towards the east and south west with a 
pleasant level stretch extending in each direction. 

The name Dalden is of Anglo-Saxon origin, and is derived 
from two similar words, viz. :— "Dal," a cleft or dale, and "Dun," 
or " Denn," a wooded valley. 

The buildings have been strong and fairly extensive, having 
rubble walls 5 feet thick, and composed mostly of stream washed 
stones, the outer and inner faces appear to have been raised first, 
the inside being filled up with rubble and liquid mortar; it is in 
some parts easier to break the stone than the mortar. The 
remains now only consist of a small portion of the north, the east 
and the west walls of the Tower, all 5 feet in thickness with 
strengthening buttresses inside, foundations of the buildings to 
the north, part of the orchard wall and Manor House, with the 
position of the old gateway. 

Formerly it consisted of a Tower or Keep for the security of 
the dwellers, and outer walls (probably an enclosure for cattle), 
as a defence against the marauding bands common In those times, 
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similar to the ruins at L4idworth, where, until recently, migiit be 
seen in the chamber under the Keep, the large open fireplace 
and hearthstone. 

Other smaller buildings at some time surrounded the Tower, 
as considerable foundations have been removed from time to time 
from the hill on the south, and also on the east side of the stream; 
a well is still in existence towards the south supplied by a running 
spring of very fine water, sufficient to supply the needs of a large 
number of inhabitants. 

The Tower stands on a slightly raised mound, as will be seen 
from the plan below. 




RUINSor DALOeN TDWER 



(RKPRODUCKD from MR. AIRD's PLAN, DATKD I902.) 

Round about is a broad, deep ditch which is still called on the 
Ordnance Map the "Moat." The position has been carefully 
chosen ; situated in the lowest and narrowest part of the vale it 
is hidden from the surrounding country, and also commands the 
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pass through tke Dene. It has been a building of the Norman 
period, and as far back as 1180, was the seat of a Baronial 
Family, t\e., a Baron of the Bishopric, not a Parliamentary Baron 
or Peer. In the east wall is a niche with a pointed canopy, which 
appears to have decorated the interior of some apartment, prob- 
ably a domestic Chapel, frequently met with in such buildings. 
Sir Jorden de Dalden is mentioned as obtaining a license to 
establish such a Chapel, in 1325. There is also in the building 
which formed part of the old Manor House, an upper room, 
commonly called the Chapel, in this room below a niche in the 
south wall is a stoup in a good state of preservation. A former 
inhabitant of one of the rooms under this Chapel had the hearth- 
stone taken up for repairs and replaced ; those engaged in the 
work maintained, that under this stone was a stairway leading to 
a subterranean passage. 

In the outer wall of the Tower extending towards the north, 
there is clearly seen what has been an arch-covered cell with a 
small loophole window, the upper portion of which is shown on 
the plan. 

The Manor House, which was afterwards called Dawdon Hall, 
was a building of the time of James I. ; portions are still to be 
seen in the south west end of the present farm buildings adjoining 
the old gateway which led to the Manor. The gateway was built 
up about forty years ago. 

The earliest mention of the estate is that of King Athelstan, 
including Dalton in his grant to the shrine of St. Cuthbert; the 
lands were formerly included in South Wearmouth, and formed 
part of the grant when South Wearmouth was restored to the See 
of Durham, about the year 930. Like all other lands in the North, 
there is no mention of it in the Doomsday Book, as it is probable 
that the Northern Counties might be at that time in the hands of 
the Scots, or had suffered so much from the Conqueror's revenge 
that none dare venture upon a survey. " So complete," writes 
William of Malmesbury, " was the Conqueror's devastation that 
this district about 60 miles in length, which had been full of 
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towns and cultivated fields, remained barren and desolate until 
about 114a" 

The family name first mentioned in connection with this place 
is Escolland, who held the Tower soon after the Conquest ; the 
head of this family eventually assumed the local name of Dalden. 
Helias d'EscoUand, Lord of Dalden, and Galfrid, his son and 
heir, are mentioned in connection with the fixings of the bound- 
aries between the possessions of the Church and Lords of 
Dalden and Seaham, in 1 1 55. In a copy of a list, found in Lord 
Conyers' study, of Knights dwelling* in the Bishopric of Durham 
who fought at the Battle of Lewes, occurs the name of Sir Jorden 
Daldem of Daldem, ( ? Dalden). 

Through the marriage of Aline, widow of William de Dalden, 
to Robert Coigniers, the estate passed to the Conyers family 
about 1 37 1 ; and again by the marriage of Matilda, daughter and 
sole heiress of Robert de Dalden, to Sir William Bowes, Knight, 
it passed to the family of Bowes, about 1375; and for two 
centuries became the favourite seat of the Bowes' of Streatlam. 

Upon the marriage of Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Sir 
George Bowes, Baronet (who died 1557), to John Blakiston, and 
of Dorothy to Sir Cuthbert Collingwood, the estate was divided 
and became the seat of the latter who resided here in the reign 
of Elizabeth. In 161 8, George Collingwood, Esquire, re> 
purchased the moiety from his brother, who had bought it from 
Thomas Blakiston, Bart., in 161 5. In 1678, George Collingwood 
sold the Manor to Sir Mark Milbanke, Bart. 

According to tradition, the first person mentioned in the 
Milbanke pedigree, was cup-bearer to Mary, Queen of Scots, 
who, in consequence of fighting a duel, was obliged to fly to 
England for safety, where he purchased an estate at Chirton, 
near North Shields. His great-grandson, Mark, was Mayor of 
Newcastle in 1658 and 1672, and married one of the wealthy 
daughters and co-heiresses of Ralph Cook. His eldest son, 
Mark Milbanke, who purchased the Dalden and Seaham estates 
from George Collingwood in 1678, as before mentioned, was 
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nominated for a Knight of the Royal Oak on the Restoration, 
and created a Baronet, August 7th, 1661 ; he died in 1680. The 
estate was inherited by his son, the second Sir Mark, and by 
descent ultimately became the property of Sir Ralph Milbanke, 
Bart., whose only child, Anne Isabella, became Lady Byron. He 
resided at Seaham Hall as the Tower had fallen into disuse. 
Lord Byron was married in the drawing room of the Hall, on 
2nd January, 1815. 

The estate was sold by auction in 1821, when Sir Ralph 
Milbanke removed from the neighbourhood upon inheriting the 
Wentworth estates, and assumed the surname of Noel, the pur- 
chaser being Charles William Vane, 3rd Marquis of Londonderry, 
husband to Lady Frances Anne Vane, and grandfather to the 
present Lord Londonderry, by whom it is still owned. 

The village of Dalton-le-Dale with the Church of St. Andrew's 
is situated about half a mile further up the vale towards the west. 
At the east end of the village is the old coach road, now disused, 
running north and south between Sunderland and Stockton. 
Previous to 1789, the stream was crossed by a ford, the road 
making three very sharp curves ; a bridge now carries the road 
over the stream and is dated 1789^ on a stone under the archway. 
This road is mentioned in the catalogue of the sale of the Seaham 
estate in 1821, thus: — "The Mail and other coaches pass the 
lodge gates daily." 

The Church, dedicated to St. Andrew, stands at the west end 
of the village, and is an ancient structure dating back to the i ith 
century, being of late Norman origin and having examples of 
Norman, early English, and decorated architecture. The roof 
was formerly of lead, but this has been removed and one of slate 
substituted. 

As before mentioned, the boundaries between the possessions 
of the Church and those of the Lords of Dalden and Seaham 
were fixed in 1 155. Bishop Richard de Marisco afterwards gave 
the Church to the Convent at Durham ; afler the Dissolution the 
lands were restored to the Cathedral, and up to within a short 

* 
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while a^o the whole of the township was held by luase under the 
Dean and Chapter. 

The most ancient part of the Church is the north wall on the 
outside of which is an arch of a doorway, now built up, decorated 
with chevron moulding of the Norman period, the plain semi- 
circular arch of the chancel was of Norman date, but has been 
replastered. To the west of the south porch on the outside is a 
stone built into the wall, supposed to be part of a Saxon head- 
stone; the present porch is of late decorated construction, 
about 1 450. 

On the north wall of the interior are raised numbers of VII., 
VIII., iX., X., XL, XII., and I., used as a sundial, the shadow 
being cast by the light from one of the south windows ; this is said 
to be one of only two examples now existing in the Kingdom. 
On the south wall is a stone with initials quartered, supposed to 
have been those of the Churchwardens of that year : — 



1631 


E. P. 


' C. W. 


W. S. 


I. T. 



Under an arch in the north wall of the chancel is an altar 
Tomb with a figure of a Knight in full armour, worked with the 
Arms oi the Bowes ; his feet rest against a Lion Couchant. It is 
generally supposed to be the Tomb of a Sir Robert de Dalden,* 
but there is no inscription upon it. The effigy was taken down 
and restored adout 1828, when it was found to be carefully jointed; 
in the Tomb below were found only a jawbone and a few teeth. 
At this time the Church was repaired while the Rev. William 
Smoult Temple, son of Simon Temple, of Hylton Castle, was 
Vicar. At the foot of this effigy is a monument covered with a 
black marble slab and one in front, but no inscription is visible ; 



* Other names mentioned in connection with this Tomb are Richard and 
WUliam. 



INTERIOR OF ST. ANDREWS CHURCH. 
DALTON-LE-DALE. 
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this monument is said to be that of the Collingwoods^ who became 
possessed of Dawdon Hall and Dalden Tower, as previously 
mentioned, by the marriage of Sir Cuthbert CoUingwood with 
one of the co-heiresses of Sir George Bowes, Knight. 

In the chancel is an effigy, very much mutilated, of a nun with 
her veil, said to be Lady Matilda CoUingwood, Lady Abbess of a 
nunnery unknown, but there is no inscription. 

The old woman who used to clean the Church a few years ago 
told with g^eat pride that she had done her best to make the 
place clean and comfortable, saying, ** the Tombs are very much 
improved, I've done them over with pipe clay I " 

The railings in front of the Communion Table were brought 
from the Baptistry of Durham Cathedral, in the i sth Century, the 
Font of which place went to Pittington Church at the same time.^ 

In the Churchyard the only burial place worthy of note is that 
of the Mascall family under the south wall of the Church, having 
a stone sunk level with the ground bearing Arms and Crest, with 
inscriptions and dates from 1758 to 1777. 

The succession of Vicars beginning with Gilbert de Belling- 
ham, 1 180, continues in an unbroken line to the present day. 

The Register begins 1640, and has been regularly kept. 

In the village eastward of the Church is the old Vicarage, now 
used as a private dwelling. In 187 1, it was bought from the Dean 
and Chapter and extensively repaired, when an oak beam was 
found giving the date of building 500 years before that time. The 
east end is the original portion. Thomas Sharp (who was ap- 
pointed Vicar in 1665), enlarged the Vicarage by adding the 
west end in 1670, a communication being made through the gable 
from the old house. Up to this time an outside flight of steps 
was the only communication with the upper rooms. The frame- 
work of the doorway which led to these steps is still in use, and 



* A detailed description of the architecture of the Church is given in the 
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Vol. VIIL, 
pp. 49-52. 
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over the present front door is a stone :— 



THO. SHARP, VICCONDA 
16 — • — 70 




In the wall is a sundial dated p'^ Peter Wilson was Vicar 

171S-32. 

The Vicarage has now been removed, first to a house on the 
Stockton turnpike built about 60 years ago, and afterwards to 
Murton, on the opening of the new Church at that place, which 
became the Parish Church ; on account of this removal it was 
discovered a few years ago that the marriages in the old Church 
could not be considered legal, the license having lapsed; a 
special Act of Parliament had to be passed to legalise the 
marriages which had taken place in the interval. 

In 1337, the Vicar complained to his patrons that the Parish 
was wasted and depopulated by the effects of the Scottish War; 
the population being reduced to five poor inhabitants possessing 
no stock. 

The income of this living in 1794 is given as £40 17s. 1 1^., 
with glebe consisting of two small orchards north of, t\e, behind 
the Parsonage, about 31 acres lying a quarter of a mile south 
of the Church, the Churchyard, and a small garden in front of the 
house adjoining a waste called the Dog Leap. My grandfather 
could remember this, and he had seen the Vicar's son ploughing 
on the hilly slope to the south with a cow and pony drawing the 
plough ; being unable to afford help, they were obliged to till the 
glebe land themselves. 

The following is an extract from some MS. notes written at 
the time the Rev. W. S. Temple was Vicar, say about 1828, 
** The Parish has in former times been much more populous than 
at present, there being no part of the Churchyard free from the 
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mortal remains of men, and now funerals are rare, but marriages 
much more so, the average being about one or sometimes two in 
the year." The Clerk is referred to as "a fine, respectable 
looking little man, and serves the offices of Clerk, Sexton, and 
Schoolmaster, he has been here about ten years." 

The population of the Township in 1S91, was only 134. 

By a will dated 1627, Henry Smith, who died 1628, among 
certain charitable bequests, directed a portion of the income of 
the Longstock Estate, Harrington, Southampton, to be paid to 
this Township for charitable purposes ; this charity is still con- 
tinued, called the ** Henry Smith's Charity," the sums being 
disposed of by the Parish Officers among the poor, chiefly in 
provisions and clothing, or sometimes in money ; originally the 
total amount paid was £15 per annum, but the actual sums paid 
during the years 1895-99, were as follows :— 

1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 

District. £ s. £ s. £ s. £ s. £ s. 

Cold Hesledon 22 12, 18 16, 25 o, 25 o, 25 o 

East Murton 11 6, 9 10, 12 10, 12 10, 12 10 

There is much of interest in this district to Antiquarians that 
I have not dealt with. The subterranean stairway, and the 
position of other foundations at the Tower, to which I have only 
referred in passing, call for further investigation; and a close 
examination of the Parish Records will throw much light on the 
history, manners and customs of the neighbourhood. 

Situated as it is in such a charming and romantic spot, it 
forms the object of a delightful visit. 

Thanks are due to Mr. R. Brydon for his kindness and 
courtesy in allowing uninterrupted visits to the Tower, which is 
now enclosed in private grounds. 



EXTRACTS FROM WHITBURN PARISH REGISTERS. 

By James Patterson. 
Read on 4th November, 1902. 



INTRODUCTION. 

I am indebted to the Rector of Whitburn, The Rev. Canon 
William Moore Ede, for permission to make these extracts, to 
Mr. Herbert M. Wood, for the use of his transcripts of the 
Registers and for valuable assistance with the list of Rectors, 
and to Mr. B. R. Hill, for the accompanying extracts from "The 
Papal Letters," and " Patent Rolls." 

The Registers of Whitburn Parish, which include that of 
Cleadon, commence with Burials in 1579, Marriages in 1579, ^"^ 
Baptisms in 161 1; they are complete and in good preservation. 
A portion only of the Banns Books is missing. 

These Registers are of more than usual interest, as in addition 
to the ordinary entries of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, there 
are many relating to the various rectors, and to pews, ratings, &c., 
which are in some cases of considerable interest. 

Like nearly all Parishes, Whitburn has a number of names 
which constantly appear, century after century. One of these, 
Chambers or Chamber, has a pedigree given in "Surtees," 
beginning from Charles Chamber, of Kendal, who died 1556. 
It was a member of this family, Sarah, who became the first wife 
of Alderman George Liibum, of Sunderland. These names 
occur many times in the Registers with the prefix of " Mr.," and 
are mentioned amongst Churchwardens, " The twenty-four" and 
"The twelve," and a ** Chambers" was the first named defendant 
in the law suit of Kepier Grammar School, v^sus certain persons 
at Cleadon, mention of which is made later on in this paper. The 
present descendants of this old family are Mrs. Barnes, of Whit- 
burn, and Mr. G. Pollard, of Cleadon. 

Other families often mentioned, sometimes as Wardens and 
"The twenty-four," and sometimes as "poor men," such as 
Maxwell, Pattison, Rippon, Letteny, and Gowland, I know 
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nothings of, nor do I know if the Roxby's are any connection of 
the well-known actors of that name, or if the Hutchinsons, so 
frequently mentioned, belong to the family of whom John 
Hutchinson, Shipbuilder, was so well-known. 

The following" extracts from "The Papal Letters" and 
" Patent Rolls " are of interest : — 

Innocent IV. 

1252. Confirmation, with exemplification, to the prior 

2 Non. Mar. and convent of Si. Andrew's, Heghtildesham, in 

Perugia. the diocese of York, of the ordinance of Nicholas, 

(f. 183.) sometime Bishop of Durham, by which, with the 

consent of the Chapter of Durham, and Hugh, 

rector of Stanford, the tithes of certain places in 

that parish were assigned to them. The grant of 

Bishop Nicholas is dated 15th March, 1245, that of 

Hugh de Staynbrige, on the feast of St. Mark, 1246. 

The witnesses to the former were G. Abbot, of 

Waverley; S. Abbot, of Newminster ; Master John 

de Reygate, Rector of Witeborne, etc. (Regesta, 

vol. 22.) 

B0NIFAC£ VIII. 

1297. Dispensation to Master Adam de Duffield, 

i5Kal.Aug. pastor of Pontelande, in the diocese of Durham, 

Orvieto. who has held also the Church of Quicham, and on 

(f. 315.) resigning this that of Whiteberne, without papal 

dispensation, to retain the same, the cure of souls 

not being neglected. (Regesta, vol. 48.) 

Boniface VIII. 

1302. Dispensation to Master Adam de Driffeld 

10 Kal. Oct to hold the rectories of Witebern and Pontelande, 

Anagni. and on resigning either of them, to accept that of 

(f. 244.) Stamfordham, in the diocese of Durham. (Regesta, 

vol. SO.) 

Clemknt V. 

1 309. To William de Bordis, sub-deacon and papal 

4 Id. July, chaplain, Indult, at the request of his kinsman, 

Avignon. Bertrand, Bishop of Alby, to hold, besides other 

(f. 243.) benefices out of England and the Parish Church of 
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Witbern, in the diocese of Durham, two more 
benefices while he is for five years engfa^ed in the 
study of civil law. 

Concurrent mandate to the archdeacon of 
Poitiers and two others named. (Reg'esta, vol. 56.) 

Clement V. 

131 1. To Beraldus de Fargis. Provision of the 

1 8 Kal. May. rectory of Witbern, in the diocese of Durham, void 

Avignon, by the resignation of William de Bordis, bishop 

(f. 98.) elect of Lectoure, notwithstandin^f that he has 

benefices in the dioceses of Orleans and Ag'en, and 

elsewhere out of England. 

Concurrent mandate to the archdeacon of 
V^zelay and two others named. (Regesta, vol. 58.) 

Clement V. 

131 1. To Beraldus de Fargis. Provision of the 

6 Id. Aug. rectory of Bredon, in the diocese of Worcester 

Groseau. void by the death of William de Loriaco, notwith- 

(f. 203.) standing that he has the church of Witbern, in the 

diocese of Durham, and other benefices out of 

England, and that provision has lately been made 

to him of Orpington, in the diocese of Chichester. 

Concurrent mandate to Master Hugh Geraldi 
Mausie, archdeacon of Rouen, and two others 
named. (Regesta, vol. 58.) 

10 Boniface IX. 

1399. To Peter Stapulton, priest, of the diocese of 

2 Non. Sept. Durham. Decree, with exemplification from the 

St. Peter's, register, the original having been lost, giving the 

Rome. force of the original to the letters — Racioni congruit, 

(f. 70</.) of Urban VI., dated 14 Kal. May, anno i [1378]. 

and ordering the archbishop and treasurer of 

York, and Thomas Batton, canon of Lincoln, to 

collate and assign to him the church of Segg^efeld 

in the diocese of Durham, if void as below. To 
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1292. 
Aug*. II. 
Durham. 



1 3 12. 

March 20. 

York. 



Stapulton, being then rector of Owytb [u] m in the 
same diocese, and bachelor of canon and civil Law, 
Gregory XL, by letters dated Non. May, anno 7 
[1377], willed Seggefeld, to be collated and 
assigned as being void by reason that John de 
Henlay held it, together with Howton, in the same 
diocese ; notwithstanding that he held Owytb [u] rn, 
which he was to resign upon getting Seggefeld, that 
he held a canonry of York with expectation of a 
prebend and dignity under his letters, which letters 
were to be null as far as regarded such dignity only, 
and that he was expecting under other of his letters 
a benefice without cure in the gift of the archbishop 
of York. Pope Gregory having died before his 
letters about Seggefeld were drawn up. Urban VL 
decreed that they should hold good from their said 
date, and ordered as above. Provisionis nostre. 
(Regesta, vol. 67.) 

Inspeximus and confirmation of a charter of 
A. Bishop of Durham to John Bille, of Durham, 
granting to the said John for his homage and 
service 84^ acres and half a rood of land of his 
new waste, to wit, 23 acres in Damelleyes by 
Stubbiley, in the parish of Langecestre, by the rent 
of ss., 14 acres near the hospital of St. Leonard's, 
in the parish of St. Oswald the King, Durham, by 
the rent of 7s., 6 acres in Milnebomeheved by 
Durham, in the same parish, by the rent of 3s., 12 
acres in the moor of Clyvedon, near the land of 
Alexander de Bedik, in the parish of Wyteberme, 
by the rent of 12s., &c., &c. (Patent Rolls, 20 
Edward L) 

Presentation of William de Ayremynne to the 
church of Whitberne in the diocese of Durham, in 
the King's gift by reason of the late voidance of 
the see of Durham. (Patent Rolls, 5 Edward IL, 
part IL) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS. 



1760. Feby. 6. Onesiphorus, son to Mr. Onesiphorus Dag^ia, 

baptised. 

Both Christian and Surname point to this child as belong^in^ 
to the Dagfnia family of Newcastle, South Shields, and Cleadon. 
In an account of this family by the Rev. C. E. Adamson, M.A., 
there is given a short pedig-ree in which the unusual Scriptural 
name of "Onesiphorus" appears not less than five times. The 
first Onesiphorus Dagnia is mentioned in 1684, as with John 
Dagnia, Benezar Durant and others taking an assignment for a 
term of 999 years of a messuage near the Close Gate, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. Near this spot, refugees from Lothringen, such as the 
Henzells, Tyzacks» and the Tytorys, had already established them- 
selves as glass-workers, so it is but natural to assume that the 
Dagnias were also refugees from the same place, although they 
have been spoken of as Italians. Some time later, of which 
unfortunately no date can be given, the glass works were removed 
to South Shields, and the Dagnias becoming related by marriage 
to the families of Cookson and Deer, we find in time the works 
being carried on in the names of the latter only. In the "Cess 
Book" of St. Hild's Chapel, South Shields, 1760, appears: — 

Cookson and Deer (paying) - - £103 
John Cookson, Esq. (paying) - - £0156 

In 1783, there is only one entry:— 

J. Cookson and Co., two glasshouses. 

Surtees says " The principal mansion and a small estate in 
Cleadon belong to Bryan Abbs, Esq. In 1738, Thomas Wood 
(of the City of London, Mariner, related to the Woods of 
Beadnell, in Northumberland), conveyed to John Dagnia of South 
Shields, gent, for £soa James Dagnia, the eldest son of John, 
who built the present mansion, purchased the shares of his 
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brothers, Edward, John, and Onesiphorus, and of his two sisters. 
On October 24th, 1753, the estate was sold by auction for £2,000 
to John Cookson, of Newcastle, Esq., who again conveyed ist 
June, 17SS, to Dame Hannah Grey, for £1,900." If I am correct, 
the particular Onesiphorus baptised at Whitburn, in 1760. was a 
son of the above-named Onesiphorus, who was baptised in 1724, 
and married Mary Hutchinson, of Church Kelloe, in 1752. This 
house is now in the occupation of Mr. George Clark, a pre- 
decessor being the well-known antiquary, Mr. George Cooper 
Abbs. Mr. Abbs used to point out the three * bevelled panes of 
plate glass in the garden door as being the first manufactured in 
England ; and also that in one of the old bottle house cones, 
" board," or as it is now called " plate " glass was made. Mr. 
Abbs also said that Dagnia had brought fourteen larch trees from 
Italy, and that in 1865, ^ve of these still survived. None of them 
are now left. 

Baptisms. 

1749. Sept 20. William Huddleston Williamson, son of Sir 

Hedworth Williamson and Dame Elizabeth. 
Bom August the thirteenth, Baptised Sept. 
ye 2oth, 1 749. 

Edward Hinton, Rect. 
Hedworth, son of above. 
Thomas, son to Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart. 
Hedworth, son of Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
Baronet, and Maria his wife, bom Nov. i. 

The following may be interesting, as so little is known of 
Whitburn Hall :— 

Surtees says "About the reign of Elizabeth, Leonard 
Pilkington, Rector of Whitbum, collected together a consider- 
able copyhold estate in Whitbum, in various parcels which is 
now the property of Sir Hedworth Williamson. The estate 
which was Carr's as late as 17 16, is also, I believe, vested by 
purchase in the same family. The Hall, the seat of the 
Williamsons since the desertion of Monkwearmouth, a spacious 

^ Mr. Adamson says two In error. 



1750. 


Jan. 3. 


>7S3. 


Dec. 4. 


1797. 


Nov. 10. 
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old family house, fronts to the South, and adjoins to the Rectory 
Srrounds closely on the West Some part of the Mansion is said 
to have been built by the Pilkingtons about 1600." 

There are many entries of the Lilbumes • of Cleadon, and I 
give a few of the more interesting. 

Markiaos. Nov. 38, 1625. Mr. Ralph Lambert, of Stockton, 
and Eleanor Hicks, daughter of Mr. John Hickes, Fson 
of Whitbume, and Alice his wife. 

Later on we find this Eleanor a widow marrying again. 

Bi'RiAL. Nov. 8, 1627. Isabel! Lyiburne, wyfe of Mr. George 
Lyibume, of Sunderland, buried. 

Marriage. April 13, 1629. Mr. George Lyibume. of Sunder- 
land, and Elianor Lambert, widow, dau. of Mr. John 
Hickes, Pson of Whitbume, and of Alice his wife. 

This shows three wives for George Lilburne, for we have 
already had Sarah Chambers mentioned, and now we have 
Isabell and the widow Eleanor Lambert 

Birth. Jany. 3, 1652. Richard Lilbome, s. of Colonnel 
Lilbome, was borne at Cleadon. f 

The family of the Lilbums came from West Lilbum, 10 
Northumberland, and in this village are still to be seen some 
fragments of the ruins of their ancient tower and mansion. A 
branch of the family settled at Thickley, in the parish ot St. 
Andrew's Auckland, the owner of it in the time of Charles L 
being Richard Lilbum. This Richard was one of the parties in 
the last case of trial by battle in England. It was in 1638, that 
he and Ralph Claxton had a dispute about some land, and at the 
Assize Courts held at Durham they each produced their 
champion. The battle however, never took place, as first on 
one pretext and then on another, the case was postponed until a 
special Act of Parliament could be brought in to abolish this 
absurd mode of decision. This estate and another at Shildon 



• The name is variably spelt Lilburne, Lyibume, LUbome, Lilbura. 
fThis entry is written in the margin. 
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were sold by his descendants in 1 717, or thereabouts. His eldest 
son, Robert, was a Colonel in the service of the Parliament, and 
Governor of Newcastle in 1647, a"^ afterwards Governor of the 
North of England, ruling^ the County of Durham during the 
interregnum. He sat in Cromwell's first Parliament in 1654, for 
the County of Durham, and for Malton in 1659. ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
regicides he was condemned to death, but had this condoned to 
banishment for life on Drake's Island, where he died in 1665. 

According to Surtees, the first member of the family to settle 
in Sunderland, was Alderman George Lilbume, a brother of this 
Richard. He was the only Magistrate for Sunderland during the 
whole time of the Civil Wars, and sat in Cromwell's Parliament 
with his nephew Robert, for Durham, in 1654. He died in 1677, 
aged 99. His eldest son, Thomas, lived at OfTerton, where the 
family held considerable property. This Thomas was a Major in 
Monk's Army, which accounts for the inscription on his tomb in 
the chancel of Houghton Church, where he is described as "one 
of the persons instrumental in His Majesty's happy Restoration." 
He died in 1665, his estates going to his brother George, a 
druggist, in London. The whole of the property was sold about 
175a Alderman George Lilburne lived in a large stone-built 
house, No. 83, High Street East, at the foot of Vine Street In 
his time, there would probably be a clear view of the river and 
as far as Whitburn. The house was put to various base uses, one 
being an Iron Foundry in the occupation of Mr. William Wight, 
the father of Mr. G. O. Wight, J. P., of this town, and was pulled 
down about 189a 

The second son of Richard, of Thickley, was John, bom in 
1618, the most famous of all the family. Time forbids more than 
a very brief notice of his stormy career. At twelve years of age 
he was bound apprentice to Thomas Hewson, a wholesale clothier, 
of London. At nineteen he was convicted of aiding Prynne in 
his publications, and was condemned to a most barbarous punish- 
ment, receiving five hundred or one thousand strokes of the whip 
at the cart's tail, then put into the pillory vrith his shoulders 
bleeding; then, as he would not hold his tongue, he was gagged 
and then cast into the worst and most loathsome part of the Fleet 
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prison. Treatment such as this only strengthened his feelings of 
injustice^ and he proved himself a very troublesome prisoner. It 
was whilst in prison that he earned his nickname of " Freeborn 
John." One of the eariiest speeches of Cromwell was made on 
behalf of Lilbum, and he was released by the Long Parliament 
in 1641. He entered the Array, and was a Captain at Edgehill 
and a Colonel at Marston Moor, where he greatly distinguished 
himself. But the '* boilings of his conscience" now arose against 
the Presb>iery, and he quitted the service, and issued a number 
of pamphlets couched in very strong language, quarrelling with 
all his old friends, so that Sir Henry Martin said, "If there were 
none living but him, John would be against Lilbum and Lilbum 
against John." A wag wrote an epitaph for him : — 

Is John departed, and is Lilbum gone ? 

Farewell to both, to Lilburn and to John ! 

Yet being gone, take this advice from me. 

Let them not both in one grave buried be. 

Here lay ye John, lay Lilbum thereabout, 

For if they boUi should meet, they would fall out 

Many of these tracts of Lilburn's are now extremely scarce 
and very valuable. The late Mr. Charles Lilburn had some for 
which he was offered their weight in gold. 

Burial. Aug. 14, 1685. Jonathan Mathew. 

The most singular monument in Whitburn Church is that of 
Mathew, which Surtees describes as ''An altar-tomb at the West 
end of the South aisle, a recumbent efligy of a plump stout 
elderly gentleman in the full dress of 1689." A tablet on the 
wall informs us that this is '* The burial place of Mr. Michael 
Mathew, of Cleadon, and his wife, who had issue three sons and 
two daughters, of which only Hannah survives." Nothing seems 
to be known about this Mathew whose monument originally stood 
in the Churchyard, but a legend has it that he refused to pay 
Church Rates. If so, it was magnanimous of the Rector to 
house his monument in the Church for which he objected to pay. 

This is a curious entry : — 
Jan. 14, 1605. Janet Mathew, alias Hall, ye last wife and widow 
of John Mathew, of Clyden, buried. 
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The Mathews were Wardens and members of the "Twelve." 

In 1620, after April, appears the following without any date 
of the time of entry : — 

Mr. Richard Hicks was baptysed Novebur 9 daye, 1604. 

Married. May 9, 1614. Mr. Thomas Pilkington and Ursula 
Hickes. 

It is probable this Pilkington was a son or relation of Leonard 
Pilkington, Rector of Whitburn, 1550-1553, and Ursula Hickes, 
a daughter of John Hickes, then Rector (1563-1630), and whose 
last entry reads : — 

Dec. 31, 1630. Mr. John Hickes, persone of Whitburn, bur. 

The successor to Mr. Hickes was Thomas Triplet, and the 
following is the entry relating to him in a list of Rectors of 
Whitburn, at the end of Vol. 2 of the Registers : — 

Th. Triplett, M.A. Collated May 25, 163 1. Inducted June 4, 
163 1. He was turn'd out & taught school in ye South in 
ye times of ye Rebellion. Before he was Rector of 
Whitburn, he had been Preb^ ot Durham, Vic' ot Wood- 
horn in Northed and Rector of Washington. After ye 
King's Restoration he was made D.D. and Preb. of 
Westminst' He gave A^ 1664 £300 out of ye use of w<* 
he ordered £5 per ann. to be p* to Woodhorn, 5* to 
Washington, and 8^ to Whitburn to bind out poor 
** apprentices. He died 1670, aged 70. 

There are many entries of children being apprenticed 
through Dr. Triplett's benefaction. The first reads : — 

Will Young, a poore child was bound an app'ntice to John 
Tomlinson, a glover, August ist, 1665, p* 2'- 

It is a pity no abode of Tomlinson is given, as it would be 
interesting to know if gloves were ever made in this neighbour- 
hood. 

As might be expected, most of the boys were bound to 
Mariners. We find boys apprenticed to Thomas Raughton, of 
Monkwearmouth, to Thos. Bourne, and to Joh Pemberton of the 



* Illegible in Raster. 
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same place; to John Pemberton, of Bishop Weremouth, Ship- 
carpenter; to Mn Deodatus Threlkeld, Watchmaker, of New- 
castle ; and so on. Children are also I4)prenticed to Weavers^ 
Musicians, '< Simstress/' a Manteau Maker, Taylor, Mason, 
Butcher, Keelman, Shoemaker. 

Immediately following^ the entry relating- to Dr. Triplett is 
this : — 

Ric. Hicks suppl/d Mr. Triplet's place in ye times of Rebellion 
and upon ye Restoration conformed and declar'd his 
assent and consent ye Sept 21, 1662. He was buryed 
Aug^. 25, 1667. 

The sequel to this intrusion is, I presume, the following : — 

1645, 2 Jany. The Common Prayer Book was delivered to Mr. 
Richard Hicks, and he delivered [it] to Thomas Lettney, 
before the most part of the parish to be sent to one 
Gylpin, Clerk of the County, the day and year above 
written. 

The above is written upside down in the Register — whether 
as a sign of the topsy-turvey condition of affairs ecclesiastical, I 
dare not say. This Richard Hickes may be called a local 
"Vicar of Bray," for he was first Perpetual Curate of Monkwear- 
mouth, from 13th, Sept., 1638; then, times changing, he was 
appointed Rector of Whitburn, being what Is usually called "an 
intruder." The Restoration found him equal to the occasion as 
is proved by this entry : — 

17 August, 1662. The abiuration of the Solem league and 
covenftt was publickely red In ye Psh Church of Whit- 
bume in time of divine service in ye wordes following' : — 

I Richard Hickes Rector of Whitbume doe declare that it is 
not lawefell upon any pretence whatsoever to take armes 
ag-^ ye King. And that I doe abhorre that traiterus 
Position of taking Armes by his Authority against his 
Pson or against those that are comisslonted by him & 
that I will conforme to Liturgy of the Church of Eng-land 
as it is now established by law. And I doe declare that 
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I hould there lies no obligation upon me or any other 
person from ye oath cotlionly called ye Solemne League 
and Covenftt to endevour any change or alteration of 
Government either in Churchs or Acts. And that ye 
same was in it sesse an unlawfuU oath and Imposed upon 
the subiects of this Realme against the known Lawes A 
lybertyes of this Kingdome. In witness wherof I here- 
unto sett my hand. 

Richard Hickes, 

Rector. 
In presence of us witnesses : — 

John Pattison. 

Thomas Roxbee. 

John Bell. 

X John Ammond ) ^, . 

»>. t_ J ^»Ti_. > Churchwardens. 
X Richard White. ) 

X Thomas Wright. 

Michaell Mathew ^ pish 

Christophor Hall 1 Clarke. 

As if this was not enough it is quickly followed by another 
declaration. 

Sept. 21. 1662. This assgt and consent was publickely red in 
time of Divine Service by me Richard Hickes, Rector of 
Whitbume in the pish Church there. 

I Richard Hickes, Rector of Whitbume, do declare my unfeigned 
assent and consent to all and everything contained A 
prescribed in A by the booke intituled The Booke of 
common prayer and Administration of the Sacraments A 
other Rites and ceremonies of the Church according to 
ye use of the Church of England, together with the 
psalter or psalmes of David pointed as they are to be 
sung or said in Churches & the fore [form] or manner of 
making ordaining A consecrating ot Bishops, Priests, is 
Deacons, in wit whereof I have hereunto set to my hand. 

Richard Hicks. 
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This it witnessed by practically the same men as the last. 

The Parish Clerk does not appear to have been overpaid, 
unless ** other dues " were valuable. 

Chrpr Hall chosen clerk & to have 8d a farme & all other dues 
belonging to the place. Apr. 4, 1643. 

As years went on better salaries were paid : — 

June ye 10, 1787. I nominate William French to be Cl^ of the 
Parish of Whitbome at ye Recommendation of the 
Twelve ; with ye co^^dition of Five pounds p' ann to the 
usual stipend and wages and fees. 

Benj. Pye LL.D. 

Rector. 

Mar. 22, 164& Received of John Bell and William Bell for 
keping the Regester. 020 

This amount seems to have been the recognized ^um as it 
appears at different times. 

The opportunity of making his power felt was more than one 
clerk could resist, as the following entry shews: — 

Following on a list of Churchwardens for several years we read: — 
1640. William Roxby and Anthony Younger three years 
Churchwardens and I was not satisfied for keeping the 
Register books during theire time. 

There is no subsequent entry to show that the two defaulting 
Wardens paid up. 

Here is an entry, part of which I cannot explain : — 

Apr. 16, 1666. Received of William Bamling 13* for Interest 
for this preset year 1666 & 14* to be payed the next 
yeare. It is agreed by the Pishioners of Whitbume that 
are above 7 yeares w^ are buiyed in ye Churche shall 
have 3« 4^ payed for the leyre stell [Grave space]. 



The following' is interesting. It is written in 1770 : — 

Memorandum of Customery Fees payable to the Rector of 
Whitborne from an ancient Record made by Dr. Ellison 
Rector of Whitborne 1704. 



Marriage Fee (on License) 




10/6 


do (on Banns) 




... s/- 


Publishing Banns. 




.. 2/- 


Churching 




.. I/- 


Funeral of an Inhabitant 




... 2/6 


do Foreigner 




-. 5/- 


Mortuaries 




.. 12/- 


For an Upright Stone in the Churchyard 


... 2/6 


For a Flat Stone 


■ • * 1 


.. 16/- 



This memorandum appears again a few pages further on, with 
the addition of: — 



Brick grave 



S/0/0 



Following this under date 1836 are the fees for examining the 
Registers, " for every search extending over a period of not more 
than one year i shilling, and 6^ additional for every additional 
year, and the sum of 2/6 for every single certificate." 

A copye taken out of this Register booke the 22 day of December 
161 8 of all Christenings, Wedings and burialls sence Anno 
Domt 1579; and the said booke of paper delivered unto 
Willy& Roxbye and Thomas Coulson hands the 22 day of 
December 161 8 beinge Churchwardens of Whitbume. 

By me John Wethereld Clericus. 

Deputy Churchwardens were evidently allowed if we may 
judge from this : — 

Memorandum that Thos. Calverley & Thos. Wright for his brother 
John Wright's Land are chosen by consent of the Parson 
and the Twelve, Churchwardens for this present yeare 
Beginning now Ap. 4 1643. 

Thomas Triplet, Parson. 



In 1667, the Wardens appointed were : — 

George Sheppardson, of Biddick House, or one that he shall find 
for his Land there, and Michaell Matthew, of Cleydon. 

It is generally thought it is a modem innovation to appoint 
women as Churchwardens, but this entry proves that it is not so: — 

April 24, 1674. It was agreed upon by the Rector Dr Dockwray 
and the 24 of the parish of Whitbume y^ George Wake 
for Cleydon and Mrs Jane Chapman for Whitbume should 
be and are hereby appointed to serve or find a man to 
serve for Churchwarden this next ensuing yeare and to 
collect 12 shillings p farme layd on by way of Ssess for the 
affayres of the Church and parish. 

Apparently there were sometimes more than two Wardens, for 
at the Induction of Edward Hinton, in 1728, the entry is witnessed 
by the curate (I presume) Edw^ Weddell, A.B. and two Wardens. 
At the side is written ''The other Church Warden being sick." 

There are many entries which prove how sacred a property 
was a Stall or Pew in the Parish Church. The first I note has no 
date, but follows an entry dated 1616. The spelling is very crude. 

Stalls one ye South Ally 

Thomas Letteny buld ye tow for Most Stalles & paid for Red- 
chestering 4 pence. John Roxby build ye 3 at his charges 
and paid for writing 2^. 

November ye 14, 1678. 

Edward Preston hath boat of Thomas Lettone ye 2 formast pwes 
in ye south allow and half of ye pwe where John Wright 
site§ and hath paid for redchester 4^. 

Thomas Letteney. 

Fourpence seem to be the regular fee for registration. Minute 
descriptions are given of the position of the pews, such as " on 
the south syde of the Church before the pullpitt" 

Women's rights were asserted then, as we read ; — 

Jane Batley and Thos. Chambers built the 4th Stall, Ac. 
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Then follows : — 
Mem. That the s^ Jane hath ye first seat in it. 

These pews were bought and sold as so much merchandize. 

Willyam bourn hath bought ten seeates of Thomas Case, Ac. 

Edward Preston hath bought off Mr. Edward Kitchen one halfe off 
his stall or pew adjoyning to the parson his pew. 

Here is an instance of exchange : — 

Mem^ of Exchange Between Mary Newby and Chris* Harrison 
as follows, viz^ the said Mary Newby grants to the said 
Christ' Harrison and his heirs her third part of the pew 
known by the name of the Hutchinson's pew, whereof he 
hath the other two thirds in exchange for this fourth part 
of that pew whereof the said Mary Newby hath another 
fourth part and John Bell the Remainder thereof to hold 
the said fourth part of the said Chris' Harrison unto the 
said Mary Newby and her heirs as witness &c. 

The usual 4d is paid, and I cannot help thinking what a 
saving of time it must have been to the parsons and clerks when 
the system of numbering the pews came into vogue. 

The following is interesting as giving details of size and 
price : — 

Sept. 25 1769. I Edward Hutchinson of Whitburn in the County 
of Durham Mariner being intitled & having a Right to 
dispose of a Pew or Stall in the Church of Whitburn 
aforesaid boundering on the North Wall of the said 
Church & extending in length from East to West five feet 
six inches or thereabouts & in breadth from North to South 
five feet four inches or thereabouts & on the East by a 
Stall or Pew wherein Sir Hedworth Williamson's servants 
lately sat, have this day sold to the said Sir Hedworth 
Williamson Bart & to his heirs for ever, the said Pew or 
Stall for the sum of Five Pounds, w«^ sum I do hereby 
acknowledge to have rec^ in consideration of w«** I do 
give up release & warremt to the said Sir Hedworth 
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Williamson k his heirs for ever, the full Right and 
peacable Possession of the said Pew or Stall. 

This lawyer-like entry is witnessed by Jonathan Ivison, Curate, 
and the fee is i/-, which, considering the length of the entry, is 
moderate enough. 

In 1788 Mr William Chambers rebuilt his Pew k raised it above 
the level of the old Pew. 



The first mention I find of men elected to attend to parochial 
and church matters is in 1643 : — 



These 12 men chosen by consent 
of the Parson, k the rest of the 
parish to order matters about 
the Church as in other Parishes 
is provided Apl 4 1643. 



Cap Chapman 
Cuthbert Bainbrigg 
William Collson [?] 
Willm Roxby 
Tho Letany 
John Bell 
Anthony Mathew 
Tho Hutchinson 
Tho Wright 
Jo Patteson 
Geo Wake 
William Atkinson 

This entry is witnessed by Tho Triplet, parson, and fifteen 
parishioners, of whom no less than seven make their mark. 

This chosen body of men apparently did not take office for any 
definite length of time, as the appointments take place at irregular 
periods, the next being in 1652, which was followed by an el.ecti(Mi 
in 1656. 

Although the first record of twelve chosen is in 1643, there is 
no doubt but that a similar body had been in existence before as 
in other parishes, but the origin is lost in the mists of the past. 
I am unable to say when this custom ceased at Whitburn, but 
ceased it has and a long time ago. This is not the case in several 
parishes in the North. For instance, in our own Parish of 
Sunderland, they are chosen yearly and the custom still prevails in 
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Gateshead and South Shields at the Parish Churches, where the 
rivalry to be appointed on this board is very keen, perhaps more 
so at St. Hilda's, South Shields, than anywhere else. 

One of the chief duties and most likely the most unpopular 
was the fixing- of the rate or ''Cess," as it was called. It was a 
combination of Poor and Church Rates, and sometimes was very 
high — for instance, an entry runs ; — 

The 12 day of September 1652, 
Memd a Cesse layd by the conset of the Twelve and some others 
of the Parish for the paymSt of the Rogue momony and 
Repring of the Church, the sayd cesse to be Collected and 
payd by the rate of ten shillings the pound. 

I doubt that we should grumble badly if we had to pay anything 
like this rate now, but there was worse in store for the unhappy 
parishioners, as witness this entry : — 

1654 March 27. Cesse of 20s p p layd on by the conset of the 
Parishioners for the repayre of ye Churche. In witness 
whereof we set too our hands. 

Then follow ten names, five of whom make their mark. 

Here is a quaint form of receipt : — 

March 27 1654. Received of William Maxewell, of Whitbume, 
the just summe of £6 13 4 v^ is to be Imployed for the 
releif of the poore of the sayd Pish. I say Received by 
the Churchwardens & Overseers of the Psh the afore sayd 
summe. 

In 1656^ the cesse was reduced to 10/- in the pound, but in 1659 
it was up again to 20/-. I have noticed that the higher the rate 
the more witnesses sign, the *' Twelve " evidently having a desire 
to share the responsibility. In the last mentioned are Thomas 
Hutchinson, John Patteson, and William Coleson who sign as ''For 
Parishioners land in Cleadon." After a fall to 10/-, it rose again 
in 1663, when "a Cesse of £1 i a farme layd on by ye the 
Parishioners of Whitbume for ye use of the Pish in repairing 
what is in decay in ye Church for this proeset yeare 1663 Nov i." 
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This is signed by Richard Hiclces, Minister, and others. Most 
likely this was a special call due to neglect in the troublous times 
of the period, for in 1667, ^^ cesse was only ''two shillings a 
ffarme." 

The next entry is more elaborate, and runs : — 

Aprill ye 8th 1672. It was y^ day voted and agreed upon by ye 
Minister A 24 of ye Parish of Whitburn y* one shilling of 
ye pound by way of sesse be layd on (according to ye 
antient rent) all ye lands of ye Parish for ye repa3rring 
ye Church & defraying ye charges A managing ye affairs 
of ye parish. 

It should be noticed that "The twenty-four" are here spoken 
of instead of " The twelve " as heretofore. There is no entry of 
any reason for the increase, but it seems not to have been definitely 
fixed at either number, as on April 20th, 1674, an entry reads : — 

It is agreed upon by the Curate and the foure and twentie of the 
parish that the Churchwardens for this yeare should be 
Edward Maxwell and Robert Johnson and Overseers for 
the poore. Witnessed by Nath Bowey, Curate & others. 

This entry is immediately followed by one dated 14th June, of 
the same year, a tax of "three shillings per ffarme" is levied by the 
Minister and the Twelve. 

These levies seem to have been made at very irregular intervals, 
sometimes no doubt much too close together to suit the pockets of 
the landowners and tenants ; for instance, 2/- per farm was levied 
on May 22nd, 1664, and the same amount repeated in July, and 
again in September of the same year. 

In spite of the frequent demands for the cesse for the repair of 
the Church, it is evident by the following entry that the Wardens 
sometimes neglected their duties : — 

Ordered by the Reverend Dr Pye Archdeacon of Durham at his 
first parochial visitation held in the Church of Whitbome 
October the 3rd 1791. 
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That the Pews which are rotten in the floors and have their seets 
broken or decayed — be repaired and notice given by the 
Church Warden to the several Proprietors. 

That the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Commandments be painted on 
ye Rood loft with all convenient speed. 

B. Pye Archdeacon. 

That the Churchwardens do report what is done in these matters 
at the visitation to be held at Durham Nov lo 1791. 

So it was evident that the Venerable Archdeacon did not put 
too much faith in the ordinary Church Warden. 

But only six years later the Church seems to have fallen into a 
much worse state of neglect. 

Memorand™ — That on Fryday the Seaventh of May A** Dni 1697. 
the Hon^^ Robert Booth, Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry 
of Durham, with the Rev«<* Hamond Beaument, ofHcciall 
visitted this Church psonally and then admonished the 
Churchwardens To erect Raiies before ye Cotliunion 
Table, The Church and Chancell Whitened, a Bible 
provided, the Seates in the Church repaired, the Rubbish 
in the low End of the Church removed and that part 
flagg'^ and the Bells fastened. The doeing of all which 
they are to certifye under their hands at the next Michael- 
mas visitation. 

Posth. Smith, Register. 

Not only was the Church allowed to get out of order, but the 
Rectory itself was sometimes much neglected : — 

Benjamin Pye CL., LL.B. was collated to the Rectory of Whit- 
bume by the Hon^e Right and Reverend Richard (Trevor) 
L^ Bp of Durham on the Death of Mr Hinton July ye 17, 
1769. Collated to the Archdeaconry of Durham, w**^ ye 
Rectory of Easington annex'd upon which he resign'd 
the Living of Whitbome Sept 6 1791. 

N.B. The House and Premises were much out of Repair, but in 
consideration of his Predecessor having died in indifferent 
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drcumstances No Dilapidations were exacted, bat the Iron 
and Stone work belon^ng" to the several Chimneys ^ and 
The Locks, Shelves, and Dressers were taken in lieu thereof 
(to ye value of about 5I). Mr Pye also new flagig^d the 
Servants Hall, Paper'd three Bed Chambers; new Glazed 
two ; bulk his own, his Tenants and Servants Pews in ye 
Church ; & added a Buildings of 3 rooms at ye East end of 
ye Parsonage House, w^ cost him £400 in the years 1770 
A 1 77 1. In 1772 Dr Pye took ye old slating off ye House, 
repair'd the woodwork underneath and new tiled it, cost 
£20; He also built a Dairy A cover'd ye Coal House 
£5 o o. In March 1774 the Pond in the garden was 
cleaned A about one Hundred Load of Manure taken out 
A la/d on ye 11 acre field next to Chaters Garth [Certainly 
not before time—one small pond to manure eleven acres I] 
In May 1774 The Paper decaying in ye Drawing Room of 
ye New Building ; Dr Pye was at ye expence of wainscot- 
ing it cost £10. In May 1775 Dr Pye built a Byer on ye 
East wall of ye Farm yard next the 4 Riggs, cost £ia 

April 1783. Dr Pye built an office for his serv^ to ye East of his 
Dairy, cost £8. 

1 778. Dr Pye new tiled his Bams and Stables y/^ before were 
thatch'd A built 2 walls inclosing a garden for his Tenant, 
cost £2a With many subsequent expences in the Houses 
Church A Premises for many years following. 

TRAMSFKa OF LaND. 

Whereas the Township of Whitburn claims a piece of ground 
caird the Comb containing about thirty-five yards in length 
and about Four in breadth having Sir Wm Williamson's 
garden wall on the East, the Rector's on the South and a 
piece of ground of the Rector's on the West and the Town 
Street on the North, William Pearson of the same town 
gardiner Hereby agreeth to rent the said piece of ground 
of the said town, for the term of nine years at the yearly 



* By « Iron and Stone work " is probably meant five places and mantels. 
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rent of one shilling and sixpence from Ladyday next 

ensuing" the date hereof. 

February the 17 1733/4. Witness our hands. 

The above named piece of ground called the Comb was given up 
for ever to the Rector Mr Pye and his successors in con- 
sideration of ye Annual Payment of one shilling and 
sixpence at a vestry meeting held in the Parish Church of 
Whitburne on Sunday Nov 12 1769 in Presence and with 
the consent of Wm Chambers 

John Forster 

Joseph Lee 
and most of ye Parishioners who were then present, tho ye 
names are not inserted. ^ 

January 20 1 7 14. Mr John Bowes, Mr Wm Coulson, John Taylour, 
Ralph Preston, Edward Maxwell, and Cuthbert Chambers 
w^ the Churchwarden John Mitchell and some others 
met and measured the Church Garth Wall. 

The Measures are as under : — 

The Township of Cleadon's part begins from the comer 
beyond the North most door faceing the East to the South 
most door entring the Church garth from the East. The 
Township of Whitburn begins from the South East door 
and goes to the Comer in the Rog [? Road] w«*» is twenty five 
yards w<^ is to be made by the owners of the Land w^ 
was formerly Kitchens two farms. 

Jonathan Chambers one farm, John Harrison half a Farm, 
Thomas Atkinson half a Farm, Eleanor Atkinson and Tho 
Chambers one Farm. 

From the comer of Ralph Simey's Close to the next 
comer to the West is Twenty seven yards of which John 
Taylor A Ralph Preston make for one Farm, Richard 
Robinson and Partners one Farm, Mr Coulson's and Edw 
Maxwell one Farm. Mr Sutton, Mr Finney and Taylour 
for the remainder of the 27 yards. 

* This piece of ground is now in the possession of Sir Hedworth 
Williamson, Bturt 
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From the South West corner to the North West comer 
is thirty eig^ht yards. Eleanor Atkinson one Farm, The 
Chambers a third of a Farm, John Taylour a third, 
Ralph Preston a third, Harrison half a Farm, Ralph 
Preston half a Farm more, Mr Coulson a third of a Farm 
k John Wright a third of a Farm, Cuth Bainbridge a 
Farm and a half, Mr Car two Farms, Thomas Wright one 
Farm, Ralph Simy one Farm, John Bell half a Farm, Mr 
Davison one Farm, every one of these are to make ye 
proportion as they are mentioned above and as it is this 
day agreed by the Minister and Twelve. April i8 17 15. 

Tho Hobson Curate 

John Bowes 

Will Coulson 

John Tayler 

Tho Chambers 

Ralph Preston. 

That this measuring was not done thoroughly is evidenced by 
the entry immediately following : — 

? Who mends ye N, Side ? 

The following is of importance as showing the connection of 
the Kepier Grammar School at Houghton-le-Spring with these 
Parishes. 

1736. An Ace* or Terrier of y« closes which pay Gilly Tyths to 
Houghton School belonging to Cleadon and Whitburn as 
appears by a decree of Chancery in ye Court at Durham 
March ye 28 1616 

The East Hall field. West Hall field, Middle Hall field, 
which said fields are since divided unto ye following 
proportions :— ,^, 

Disputed is 8d George Briggs 2 called Four Riggs 
Disp^ 5s od Mrs Robinson 20 New laid our field 
5s od Maj Davison 9 Lumleys Close 
3s 9d Mr Storey 10 Hony Pot db High Close. 

£2 8s od Mr Sutton 100 New Hall fields, Rough 

Close. 
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for Hall fields, Broad lay, long leases, part of Farmer ends 



15s od John Taylor 

5s od Mr Finney 

i6s od Mr Finny 

8s 9d Mr Coulson 



acres 



8s gd Mrs Bowes 



30 Farmoor end Horse Closes 
9 Low Close, High Close, 

Middle Close. 
30 Mile Stobb, Farmour end 

piece. 

18 High Close, Low Close, 
Middle Close, and Broad 
Close, a little Close at ye 
town end, far close and 
green close. 

20 Croft 3 Closes adjoining 

thereunto to Sunderland 

Way Close. 
Now 3s 4d 

Disp 5s od Mr Denham being a 3^ part of Geo Briggs. 

This Terrier was given in by Mr Wm Coulson, of Cleadon, To 

Mr Usher of Houghton School in 1725. 

Nelson from whom I had it 1736. 

Edw^ Hinton Rector. 

Some points in dispute in year 1709-10 were Terminated after 
ye following manner : — 
Mr Richd Wake ... 
Mr Watson of Cockfield 
Mr Carr of Whitburn 

Mr Storey 

Mr Sutton 

Dr Finney p Wood's land. 
More Pattison's land. 

John Taylor 

Mr Coulson. 

Mr Bowes 

The following is a copy of the Award of the Court of Chancery, 
Durham, made 9th August, 1616, commonly called '<The Cleadon 
Decree " : — 

Willelmns Dei Gratia Episcopus Dunelm. To aU to whom these Presents 
iball come Greeting, etc. John Heath, Esq., & Christopher Wharton gent 
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Govencwn of the Free GnmnM School end Alnuhonies of Keeper in the Puish 
of Houghton Compte egunst ThomAS Chambers, gent, Thos. Punshkm, Rich^ 
Wake» Jemei Mathews, Michael Mathews and Thomas Coulson Defend. Recorded 
in the Chancery Court at Dukham ye 9th day of Augek in the 13th year <rf the 
Reign of King James now of Engln etc that whereas the Complts as govemoors 
of the School aforsaid do alledge themselves by Bill of Compt to be setxd tn 
right of the said school of a portion of Tythes of com and grain commonly call^ 
Gilly Tithes renewing of Arable Lands within the Townd^ of Cleadon and Whit- 
bum in the Parish of Whitburn and that they and their Farmers and Tenants have 
yearly Lett the same so as they have yearly rais'd of the rents and profits thereof 
the sum of 7 pounds or thereabouts which hath yearly been by them imploy'd & 
paid over to and for the maintenance of the Master & Usher of the said School 
according to the Statutes and ordinances thereof without which the said School 
cannot be maintained & that the Defts entring in to the said lands out of weh the 
nid Gilly Tithes are to be rais'd and being owners thereof have by agreement 
among themselves so alter'd confounded and defiu'd the Bounders and Marks of 
the lands which pay the said Gilly Tithes with other lands, converting some of 
them into pastures & plowing part of them with other lands eross & thwart over 
otherwise than the said lands were aocustom'd to be plow'd as neither the said 
lands which did pay the said Gilly Tithes can certainly be known where they lye 
nor can there be rais'd there any such rent or sum of money as heietolbre for 
which they humbly pray relief & that ye defendants who have confounded and 
converted the said lands to their own uses may be compell'd to make good the 
rent thereof being £l p ann at ye least Whereunto the said Thos. Chambers 
ft ye other Defts for answer say that the said portion of Tythes hath been time 
out of mind taken only out of Com renewing in three parcels of ground call'd the 
East HaU field, the West Hall field ft the Middle Hall field lying betwixt the 
Townships of Cleadon ft the townfields there in ye Parish of Whitbum and have 
been taken by the Parson of Whitbum who hath the one moyety and by ye Govn 
of the said School who have the other moyety and that that portion belonging to 
the Schl has been lett sometimes for 4 ft 5jf ft sometimes for 6;£ p ann and that 
the same hath been offer'd to be let in lease for 5» 6, 8 ;£ p ann so long as one 
Usher should continue and do say that the said lands be divided & exchang'd out 
of which the said Gilly Tythes are issuing. Yet the same lands remain & are well 
known by the same name ft bounders as anciently they were without any confusion 
or de£Bicing as is alleg'd. Whereunto ye PlaintiiTs did reply answering their Bill ft 
the Def ta did rej<Mn ft so descended to a full ft perfect issue of the matter, divers 
witnesses being sworn ft examin'd on both sides, whereby it appear'd very plainly 
to ys Court that ye Compts as Govrs of ye said School have many times demis'd 
the said Gilly Tythes for 7jf or 20 Nobles by year & that the said rent is now %l 
hereafter likely to be decay'd ft impair'd by ye exchange ft Partition of the said 
lands out of which the said Tythes were issuing contrary to ye intent & nir s win g 
of ye founders thereof. And therefore it was order'd ft decreed by ye Rt Worf 
Richd Button Seijt at Law, Chancr of ye County PaUtine of Durham ftSadbeigs 
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by the Consent of both Partys present that the said Govn should lett and demise 
to fimn the said Gilly Tyths to ye sd Thos Chambers & ye other Defts & 
Ten^ of the said lands whereout the said Gilly Tythes are issuing for the term of 
21 years for the yearly rent of 6 pounds. Whereof the said Thos Chambers is 4 
pounds & all the others tenants 40 shillings in their Portions to ye said govn & 
their succn for the uses aford at the Feasts of St Martin ye Bpp & Pentecost, in 
even portions. And if the said enclosures be still continued and us'd as now they 
are and be not converted into more tillage for ye benefit of ye Computi that then 
the Defta & who shall succeed them in those lands shall continue the payment of 
the sad rent of 6£ p ann after the determination of ye said Lease of 21 years now 
to be made for the good uses aforesaid & the said Defent Thos Chambers who 
hath ye said 2 parts of ye lands enclos'd & who is of most ability shall consent & 
pay to ye said compta for their costs in this Suit disbursed ye sum of 20 sbill. 
Quod quidem decret ad instantiam Joha Heath arm : & Christ Ward gSn Quer : 
apud Dunel vioessimo Octavo die Martis anno Regni Regis Jacobi quarto Decimo 
Annoq Dom z6i6« 



In the annals of a fishing village on a stormy coast such as 
Whitburn, it is to be expected that many fatalities from drowning 
would be recorded : — 

1596. Sept 5. Thomas Sharppe, Thos Richeson, Thomas 

Wilkinson of Hartlepoule was cast away by 
a tempest of ye sea and was buried. 

16. Thomas Hart of Hartlepoule was cast away by 
the sea and buried. 

1626. July 17. John Bume of Sheeles beinge Casten forthe of 

a Cobble and spent In the sea, buried. 

1641. Dec. 31. Buried at Whitburne, a man cast upon our 

Sands by the Sea. 

1708. Mch 18. A woman at ye sea side found drowned. 

1756. Sept 30. One man, two Boys, A a woman that were 
Oct. I. drown'd upon this coast out of a Vessel 

belonging to Scarborough, buried. 

Oct 27. A drowned man. 



1782. Nov. 2. Robert Mcdowel, John Mcdowel, Thos Mills, 

These men found drown'd of Culler Cotes. 

178^ Dec. 7. Alexander Mcdonald, mate of ye Good Agree- 
ment drove ashore & broke up Dec ye 5th 
near Whitbome. 

Dec. 7. Thomas Gilderdale, mariner, found dead, 

buried. 

1626. Dec. 14. Bryan fletham, fisherman, beinge spent in a 

cobble, buried. 

1633. Oct 23. Ifoure Duchmen, w^ a woman and a childe 

being drowned by shipwrack were buried 
in this churchyard. 

The following are rather curious entries : — 

1596. March 5. Agnes Hudson, a povf^ wom& child, buried. 

1622. Mar. 20. An old poore Travellinge man, buried. 

1643. Nov. 1 5. An Johnson, widdow being a travelling woman, 

buried. 

(No date.) Hannah Toppin aged 80 or thereabouts. 

In the Baptisms for 1703, there is a number of children 
described as the son or daughter of '' a poor man." Amongst 
these are Pattisons, Maxwells, Jubbs, Rippons. 

Amongst the Burials are : — 

1623. May 18. An old poore Creppeil wch came from Harton. 

1624. Nov. 22. Christopher Musgrave a poore travellinge boy, 

buried. 

1 7 14. March 14. Tho. son of Tho. Lax, a begging Fidler. 
1748. Feb. 17. Jane Gwinn, a poor Beggar woman. 

This entry has been published as "Tho. Lax a biq fiddler," 
giving the erroneous idea that he played, I presume, the 'Cello. 

1720. Oct. 8. Dorothy Meggison, Antient Midwife. 
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^^ *79S> there are entries of majny deaths of soldiers, so many 
in fact, that we may assume that some fatal epidemic had broken 
out amongst them. Several are mentioned as belonging to the 
84th foot, but one reads : — 

1795. Sept. 30. Charles Powell (Corporal 3rd Regt Dragoon 

Guards (encamped in this Parish) aged 19. 

So it seems that boys were enlisted in those days as they are 
now. 

In 1 795, there is the unusual number of 34 burials recorded. 

An Organ put up in the Chancell of the Church on the 2nd of 
August 1836. Matthew EUerington the first organist. 

A clock was put up in this Church in April 1753. 

Edw. Hinton, Rector. 
Jona. Ivison, Curate. 

N.B. The Dial Plates of the Clock on ye North and East sides 
were new gilt and coloured August 23 1784 By W. Hunter, 
Painter at ye North Shore at the expence of Four Guineas. 

The Dial on the South side of the Tower being defaced 
and worn out was repaired and renewed Easter 1803. 

Jel Symons, M.A. Curate. 

It is somewhat curious that in well kept Registers such as these, 
that so few trades should be mentioned. A few ** fishermen " are 
entered, once or twice " herd," " servant " or " serving man " to 
some one, "labourer," and a few instances where "yeoman" 
and " husbandman " are entered. 

Two entries prove the existence of a Wind Mill * on the coast. 

1774. Oct. 14. Mathew, s, of Mathew Wigham, kill'd by ye 

Stroke of a Mill. 
^ ^, .« . , ^ Cast away in a 

1794. Oct 6. Eleanor OBrien. aged 3S. 31 „ the rocks 

Thomas Lindsay, aged 15. j „^^ ^^^ j^.,, 



* The Wind Mill originally stood near the Whitburn *' Steel," and there is 
DOW a well of fresh water near the spot still called the " Miller's Well.' 



>i 



66 

Here is an entry I do not understand : — 

1597. Oct. 3. Robt Metforthe and John Mahfi, his servant 

was buried at the Greenehowes. 

In 1753 to 1768, the entries are signed "Jona. Ivison, Curate." 
This was the somewhat notorious Vicar of Monkwearmouth, to 
which he was appointed on 36th May, 1768, and to whose want of 
teetotal habits it is thought is due the loss of the Monkwearmouth 
Parish Registers in 1790, by a fire which took place in his Rectory, 
from which he himself was rescued by a stalwart fishwife who 
rejoiced in an unsavoury nick-name. 

The following is amusing, smd for prolixity and faith in the 
endurance of things temporal will be hard to beat : — 

Mr Thomas Pilkington and Ursula his wife haith given one 
Cushion to the pson that now is or to the pson that here- 
after shal be of the Perish of Wheatbame and to all the 
Inhabitants and pishoners that now be or hereafter shal be, 
and the said large Longe Cushion to be aU-wayes used for 
the pulpit at such convenient tymes as the pson of the said 
pish shall thinke fit, either for Sermons Sondayes or other 
holly dayes. This said Cushion was given unto the said 
pish by the pties abovesaid the thirtenth day of October 
one thousand six hundreth and sixteene and the said 
Cushion allwayes to be keept for the use of the said pish 
by Mr John Hickes now pson of the said pish and soe to 
bee keept by the psons hereafter that shal be of this said 
psh. 

Here are samples of caution : — 

1 701. Sept Thomas Hutchinson and Susanna Easterby 

were privately marryed but not by me about 
ye beginning of September. 

1 701. Sept 23. Thomas Watson and Eleanor Simpson were 

privately married but not by me. 

Amongst the Baptisms are : — 
170a April 2. John, son to John Clerk, Quaker, bom. 
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Note this is entered amongst the Baptisms, but has the word 
''bom " instead of ''baptised" as usual. 

Here is a belated entry, forty-six years after Baptism : — 

^776. : John, J. of Wm. Reah, bom [? April 14] bapt in 

May or June 1776. Inserted by the oath of 

John Swan, one of the Godfathers by me, 

Thos Baker, Rector. 

IS Sept, 1822. ** 

Jeremiah Reah, 3rd son of Jacob Reah, Fisher- 
man of Whitburn and Elizabeth, late Hewison, 

native of Monkwearmouth Shore Dr of 

Hewison, Mariner, bom August 13 1794, 
baptised Sept 7, 1794. 

Entered on the testimony of Rebekah Hewison, Grandmother, 
Cuthbert Hutchinson, Godfather, and Jacob Reah, Father, 
of the above named Jeremiah Reah, this fourteenth day of 
February 181 3, by me 

Thomas Baker, Rector of Whitburn. 

1778. Sept. 20. Samuel Smith, an adult person, bapt by me 

Benjamin Pye, Rector, In presence of us Eliz 
Pye, Charles Sleigh. 

Another belated entry out of place : — 

1 789. July 2 1 . Charles, s. of Charles Kinsey Esq' and his wife, 

bom July s at West Houses, bapt 1788. 

« 

In a paper entitled '' A peep Mtt^ ^^^ Monkwearmouth Rate 
book," read to this Society by the Rev. J. T. Middlemiss, occurs 
the following entry : — 

Paid a Scotchman to go away 10/6. 

Mr. Middlemiss said there was no place mentioned where the 
man had to go to, he had simply "to go away," and where he 
went the Overseers cared not, so long as they got rid of him. 

* This entry is in the margin. 
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Now I find in the Whitburn Register : — 
15 Feb. 1644. An old man, a Scotchman, was buried. 

I wonder if this was the same man so summarily turned out of 
Monkwearmouth, and who, starting* for his native land, got no 
farther north than Whitburn. Apparently the Whitburn people 
were as indifferent as to who the man was as the Monkwearmoutfi 
Overseers were as to where he went, for no name is entered in 
the Register. They buried him and that seemed all they cared for, 
as long as he was buried and out of sight. Mr. Middlemiss says 
"One is staggered to think how wealthy the natives might have 
become, if only they had transported straightway at 10/6 a head, 
all the stray Scots, who have since then set foot on Monkwear- 
mouth Shore." The shrewd Overseers certainly got the better of 
their fellows of Whitburn in this instance, for the cost of the mere 
funeral would be, for his coffin, say, 7/- (the cheapest), the Rector's 
fee for burying " a foreigner " 5/-, to which must be added the 
Sexton's fees and incidental expenses. Very possibly they might 
benefit by the Monkwearmouth 10/6 in his pocket, as the thrift for 
which his countrymen are so proverbially famed would have 
prevented the Scot from spending it so soon. ' \* , ^ /^-*^.e■/• • - 
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RECTORS OF WHITBURN. 



William de Burgo 



John ds Ryegate (or Rsygate) ... ... ... 1245. 

Adam ds Driffield (or Duffisld) ... ... 1297. 

Parson of Ponteland, Vicar of Quicham (Whickham), 
Rector of Whitburn, 1297; died 1313. 

William db Bordis ... ... ... ... 1309. 

Sub-deacon and Papal Chaplain, Rector Whitburn, 1309; 
Resigned 1311 ; Bishop of Lectoure, Gascony, 131 1. Had 
a special dispensation allowing him to hold, besides 
other benefices out of England and the parish of Whit- 
burn, two more benefices whilst engaged for five years 
in the study of Civil Law. 

Beraldus de Fargbs ... ... .../. r^j. Bordis 131 1. 

Rector of Bredon, Worcester, 13 11, at same time as 
Rector of Whitburn, in addition to holding benefices in 
the dioceses of Orleans and Agen and elsewhere out of 
England, and also Orpington, in diocese of Chichester. 

William db Ayrbminne (or Heyremin) ... /. rts. Farges 1313. 
Rector of Whitburn, 131 3; Notary Public, 131 3; Bishop's 
proxy for King's Parliament at Westminster, 131 3; 
Rector of Bishopwearmouth, 13 16; Master of the Rolls, 
1 3 16; Canon of St. Paul's, Lincoln, York, Salisbury, 
Dublin; had 12 Prebends in different Churches; con- 
secrated Bishop of Norwich whilst in France, and against 
the wishes of King Edward IL; Lord Treasurer, 1332. 
Died 27th March, 1336; buried in Norwich Cathedral. 
For fuller particulars see "Antiquities of Sunderland," 
vol. 2, page 3S. 



TO 

Nicholas di Wblburk ... ... /. rex. Ayreminne 1316. 

Surtees has Richard db Wblburk, but it is Nkkolas in 
Kellawe's Reg^ister IV., 145. 



Thomas db Ktbkbbt ... ... ... ... 

JOHJf DB PULHOBB ... ... ... ... 

Rector of Qwykham (Whickham), 1346; Rector of 

Whitburn, ; Vicar of Warkworth, 1 352 ; Constable 

of the Castle and Receiver General to Bishop Hatfield, 
from whom he obtained a Commission to exchange 
Whickham for Newcastle-on-Tyne, but this was appar- 
ently not carried into effect; died at Warkworth, 1365. 

John db Appblby ... ... /.rex. Pulhore 1352. 

RiCHABD DE Wtnchcoxb ... /. Tts. Appelby 1362. 

William db Obchabd ... p.m. Wynchcomb, Jan. ist, 136S. 

Petbr db Stapylton ... ... ... /,«r. Orchard 1375. 

Vicar (?) of Leven, Yorkshire, through resignation of 
Nicholas de Montefeld; Sub-Dean of Salisbury; Canon 
of York ; Rector of Seggesfeld (Sedgefield), value 200 
marks, and Holuchton (? Houghton) having a law suit 
with John Henley, Canon of Chester-le-Street, as to the 
latter. Peter de Stapylton, apparently for contempt of 
Court in the course of this law suit which was carried on 
for several years, was committed to the Fleet prison. He 
was Parson of Beford, 1 397; Notary to the Pope ; Provost 
of St. Stephen's, Prato (Pistoia), value 50 marks ; Master 
of the Hospital of Kypeer, Durham, value too marks. 

William Marmhull ... ... ... pjm. Stapylton 



Was Rector of Barwick in Elmet, Yorkshire, and 
exchanged with Thomas de Popylton, 1402. 

Thomas db Popylton ... ... /. r^x. MamhuU 1402. 

Rector of Barwick in Elmet, Yorkshire, exchanged with 
William Marnhull and became Rector of Whitburn, 1402, 

Thomas Kibkbby ... /.«. Popylton oc. 22nd Sept, 1407. 
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Thomas Lets (or Ltxs) ... ... ... gth Dec, 1409. 

Vicar General to Bishop Langley ; Dean of St. Andrew's 
Auckland, 1409 to 1431; Rector of Whitburn, 1409; 
Rector of Haughton-le-Skeme, 1410; Rector of Bishop- 
wearmouth, 1431. 

John Thoralbt ... ... /. res. Leys, 8th Dec, 1410. 

John Bsnour ... ... p.m. Thoralby, loth Nov., 1434. 

John Loundi, LL.B. ... ... ... ... 1454. 

Rector of St John the Baptist, London, 1445 ; Temporal 
Chancellor to Bishop Neville, 1448- 1456; some time 
Rector of Wimbish, Essex. 

Thomas Popblst, A.M. ... ... ... ... 

Rector of Buckland, 6th March, 1487. Had a dispensa- 
tion to hold two benefices, 7th Augfust, 1476. 

Edmund Jackson (or J akbson), LL.D. ... ... 1507. 

Had granted by Bishop Ruthall '' a messuage and land 
in Whitberne called Potterland, lately in the tenure of 
John Thoralby, the [sic] former Rector, to be held by the 
said Edmund and his successors." Dated 3rd year of 
pontificate of Bishop Ruthall, 1511. (Thirth-sixth report 
of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, Appendix 
I., page 104). 

CuTHBXRT Marshall, S.T.P., D.D. ... /.01. Jackson 1525. 

Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, Fellow of his College; 
Prebend of Husthwaite, 1526; Archdeacon of Notting- 
ham, 1527/8; preferred by Cardinal Wolsey Canon 
residentiary of York; buried in York Cathedral, 25th 
January, 1549/50. 

Richard Cltff, S.T.B. ... p.m. Marshall, 12th April, 1550. 

Leonard Pilkington, S.T.P. ... /. depr. Clylf, 28th Aug., 1563. 
Younger Brother to James, Bishop of Durham; bom 
1537 (?); Master of St. John's Coll., Cambridge, 1561 ; 
Rector of Whitburn, 1 563 ; Prebendary of Seventh Stall, 
Durham Cathedral and Treasurer 1592; died Aug. 1599; 
will dated i6th Nov. 1591. 
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John Hickes, B.D. ... ... /.m. Pilkington 1599. 

Christ Church, Oxford ; Vicar of Carlton, Yorks, and of 
Kild wick, York, 1594; Rector of Whitburn, 1599; Canon 
of York, 1615. Was father of one Curate of Monkwear- 
mouth, and grandfather of another; buried 31st Dec, 163a 

Thomas Triplmtt, A.M. ... /.«i. Hickes, 2Sth May, 163 1. 
Christ Church, Oxford; Vicar of Woodhom, Northumber- 
land, 1630; Rector of Whitburn, 1631, and of Washington, 
Co. Durham, 1640; Canon of York, 1641 ; of Salisbury, 
1645 (installed 1660) ; of Durham, 1649 (installed 1660) ; 
was deprived in "ye time of ye Rebellion," and taught 
School at Dublin and Hayes, in Middlesex; D.D. by 
diploma in 1661 ; Sub-Dean and Canon of Westminster, 
1662; died 1 8th July, 1670, aged 70 yesu's; buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Richard Hickes ... /. depr, Triplett, 21st Sept., 1662. 

University Coll., Oxford; Perpetual Curate of Monkwear- 
mouth; "supplied place of Triplett in ye times of 
Rebellion and upon ye Restoration conform'd and 
Declared his assent and consent; " buried 25th Aug., 1667. 

Thomas Dockwray, S.T.P. ... p.m, Hickes, 13th Sept, 1667. 

Perished on board the " Royal James," 28th May, 1672, 
in action with the Dutch. 

Samuel Speed, A.M. ... p.m. Dockwray, 28th Jan., 1672/3. 

Prebendary of Castor, Lincoln Cathedral, 1670; Rector 
of Whitburn, 1672; Canon of Christ Church, Oxford, 1674; 
Vicar of Godalming, Surrey, and buried there 168 1. 
Non-resident; paid Musgrave £140 for dilapidations. 

Thomas Musgrave, A.M., D.D. ... /. res. Speed, 22nd Aug., 1675. 
Queen's Coll., Oxford ; Fellow of his College ; Rector of 
Salkeld, Cumberland, 1668- 1682; Rector of Whitburn, 
1675; Canon and Archdeacon of Carlisle j 669-82; Canon 
of Durham, 1675; Prebendary of Chichester, 1681 ; Dean 
of Carlisle, 1684; died 28th March, 1686; buried in 
Durham Cathedral, 30th March, 1686. 
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Samuel Etrb, S.T.B. ... .., pjn, Musgrave 1686. 

Prebendary of 3rd Stall in Durham Cathedral. Buried 
in Durham Cathedral, 25th October, 1694. 

Francis Blakiston, A.M. ... ... /.w. Eyre 1694. 

Of Newton Hall. Vicar of Aycliffe, 1679; Rector of 
Whitburn, 1694. Will dated 28th June, 1704; buried at 
St. Oswald's, Durham, 9th Oct., 1704, aged 50 years. 

Nathaniel (or Nathanael) Ellison, S.T.P. ; D.D., 

/.»!. Blakiston, 20th Nov., 1704. 
Of Hebbum. Corpus Christi Coll., Oxford; Vicar of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 22nd November, 1694; Prebendary 
of 5th Stall, Durham, 1st October, 17 12; Rector of Whit- 
bum, 20th November, 1704; Archdeacon of Stafford; died 
4th May, 1721 ; buried in St. Nicholas', Newcastle. 

John Wallis, A.M. ... ... /.m. Ellison, 27th May, 172 1. 

Chaplain to the Duke of Kent and Bishop of Durham. 
Died 28th April, 1728, aged 42 years. 

Edward Hinton, A.M. ... ... p,m, Wallis, 3rd Oct., 1728. 

Son of Edward Hinton ; born in Ludgate, 22nd February, 
1698; died 28th April, 1769, aged 71 years; buried 30th 
April, 1769. 

Benjamin Pye, LL.D. ... ... p.m. Hinton, 17th July, 1769. 

New Coll., Oxford; Prebendary of Salisbury, 1760; Rector 
of Whitburn, 1769; Vicar of Hart cum Hartingpost, 
1770; Archdeacon of Durham and Rector of Easington, 
1791. By special dispensation, Pye was allowed to hold 
the Vicarage of Hart together with the Rectory of Whit- 
bum, then worth £350 per annum. He was uncle to 
Henry James Pye, Poet Laureate, and was said to have 
been himself ''a poet of some note;" a list of his works 
is given in The British Museum Catalogue. He died 
26th March, 1808, aged 82 years. 

Jellinger Syhons, B.D. ... ... p, res. Pye 1791. 

Curate of Hackney and Minister of Clapton Chapel, 
Middlesex; buried at Hackney, 19th February, 1810, aged 
62 years. Author of ''Index to the Excise Laws," 1771. 



74 

TsoMAS Baxxk, A.H ... ... /.IK. Symons, igdiMar., iSia 

Oriel Coll., Oxford; Rector of Little Cressing-ham ; 
Rector of Rollesby ; Rector of Falmer cam Stanmers ; 
Rector of Whitburn, 1 8 10-1866. 

WiLUAM Maundir Hitchcock, M.A. ... p.m. Baker 1866. 
Wadham College, Oxford, 1858; Rector of Whitburn, 
1866; Hon. Canon, Durham, 1868; Examining- Chaplain 
to Bishop of Durham, 1866 to 1879; Rural Dean of 
Chester-le-Street, 1873-1880; Rural Dean of Wearmouth, 
1880-1881 ; exchanged with G. F. Price for ^^lca^age of 
Romford, Essex, 1881. 

Gkoroi Fridxric Paicx, D.D. ... /. ret. Hitchcock 1881. 

New Coll. Oxford; Sub- Warden, 1864; Rector of St 
John-de-Madder-Market, Norwich, 1863; and of Little 
Stamford, Essex, 1872; Vicar and Lecturer of Romford, 
1878; Chaplain to Duke of Abercom, 1865; exchanged 
with W. M. Hitchcock for Rectory of Whitburn, 1881 ; 
died 1901. 

William Mooax Edx, M.A. ... ... p.m. Price 1901. 

St. John's College, Cambridge, ist Class Moral Science 
Tripos. Ordained by Bishop of Durham, 1872, to CyxTBcy 
of Alston. Afterwards Curate of St Hilda's, South 
Shields; appointed 1873 by University of Cambridge 
one of the Extension Lecturers in History and Economics; 
Professor of History at Newcastle College of Science, 
1880, and also Lecturer at St. Thomas' Chapel, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne; appointed by Bishop Lightioot Rector 
of Gateshead and Master of King James' Hospital, 
1881-1901 ; Rural Dean of Gateshead; Hon. Canon of 
Durham, 1894; appointed to the Rectory of Whitburn by 
Bishop Westcott, 1901 ; Select Preacher at Cambridge, 
1886, 1892 and 1900 ; Hulsean Lecturer, Cambridge* 
1895; author of "The Church and Town Problems" and 
many pamphlets on social questions. 



THE FAMILY OF GOODCHILD, OF PALLION HALL: 
THEIR ANCESTORS, DESCENDANTS, AND 

RELATIVES. 

Bt H. R. Lsighton. 

Read on December 2nd, 1902. 



L Thi Goodchild Family.^ 

It is unfortunate that but little of the early history of the family 
of Goodchild has been preserved, and of them nothing can be 
said, beyond to remark upon the obvious derivation of the name, 
prior to 1 379, when in the Poll-Tax Roll, W. R. Yorkshire, the 
name of Johanna Godechylde occurs. 

The first appearance of the name locally is in 1465, when 
Peter or Petrus Godchilde was a Juror at Ryhope.i There is then 
space for a century, when the connected pedigree of the family 
begins. 

1, John Goodchild,2 who occupied a farmhold at Ryhope, by 
his wife Janet, had issue : — 

(i) Goodchild, who died before his father, leaving 

issue : — 

(a) Robert Goodchild, mentioned in his grandfather's 
will as " my son's son." Legatee in the will of 
Janet, his grandmother, 1578, then described as 
" of Sunderland."3 (Ped. II). 

* The Anns used bv the £unilv were: — ^Argent, on a chevron sable, between 
three parrots vert, beaked and legged gules, as many annulets, or; a variation of this 
coat was granted by patent, 28th September, 1808, to Thomas Goodchild, gent., of 
London, and of Valetta, in the Island of Malta : — ^per pale erminois and ermine, 
on a chevron azure, between three parrots vert, beaked and legged gules, as manv 
bezants. The crest was a parrot coloured as in the arms, and the motto ** Vincit 
omnia Veritas," '* Truth conquers all." 

I. Surtees' Durham I., p. 352. Mr. Surteet says that the fiunily held 
lands under the See of Durham in Ryhope and Tunstall. 

a. lb. p. 240, and Wills at Durham. 3. Wills at Durham. 
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(I) William Goodchild, living in 1565 and in 1578. 

(2) John (II.) 

(3) Ralph, of Ryhope, administration of his goods granted 

in 1576,3 to Thomas Goodchild and Robert 
Goodchiid. 

(4) Richard, of Bishopwearmouth, married and had issue. 

(5) William, buried 30th November, 1575, at Bishop- 

wearmouth, administration of his effects granted 
the following year to his brother Thomas, John 
Goodchild, of Bishopwearmouth, being surety.3 

(6) Thomas, administered to his brothers Ralph and 

William, in 1576,3 and was mentioned in his 
mother's will in 1 578.3 

(i) Anne or Agnes, living in 1578. 

His will dated loth May, 1565,2 wherein he desires to be 
buried in the Churchgarth of Bishop Weremouth, is witnessed 
by William Watson, Richard Jeferson, John Shadfourth, farmers 
in Riope, and Alexander Thomton.3 

His widow's will is dated i8th November, 1578,3 was proved 
at Durham 21st March following, and is witnessed by Robert 
Burdon the eldest, Richard Giffreson, William Sheaperdson, 
Anthony Burdon, and George Sepherdson.3 

II. John Goodchild, of Ryhope and Pallion. 

Acquired by grant, dated 4th August, 14Q. Elizabeth, 1572, 
from Robert Bowes, of Aske, Co. York, "the whole tenement and 
grounds called the Pallyon; and one severall and free fishery 
in the River of Were, in or adjoining the said Pallyon." The 
whole estate consisted of a messuage, toft, garden, 20 acres of 
arable land, 30 of meadow, 200 of pasture, 100 of moor, and 100 
of furze in Pallion and Wearmouth, with the free fishery already 

2. Surtees' Durham I., p. 240^ and Wills at Durham. 

3. Wills at Durham. 
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mentioned.4 In 1565, he is mentioned in his father's will, and in 
1578, he is left executor and residuary legatee to his mother. 

By indenture dated i8th April, 1583, he became lessee of a 
a farmhold in Ryhope, under the Bishop. 

On the 4th July, 1581,5 he married Mary, widow of Thomas 
Moore, of Sunderland, • and daughter of (Thomas ?) Smith, by 
whom he had issue : — 

(I) Robert (III.) 

(i) Margaret, baptised 29th February, 1585,5 her will is 
dated 19th September, 16 10, and was proved 8th 
December, in same year.6 She desires "to be 
buried within the Church of my parish of Bushop- 
wermouth," and bequeaths to her brother Robert, 
£20, and to each of her sisters, Agnes Gibson, 
Jane Huntlye, and Joan Sheperson, 20 marks. 
" The rest and residue of goods that I have by 
right from my father, John Goodchild, deceased, 
I give and bequeath the whole to my father and 
mother, George Sheperson and Mary Sheperson, 
and make them Executors." The witnesses are 

4. Surtees' Durham, I., 241. 

5. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 6. Wills at Durham. 

* The Moo&b Family. 

Richard Moore, of Sunderland, whose will, witnessed by Richard Moore, of 
Sunderland, Thomas Smith, John Chilton, William Huntley, Ralph Thompson, 
and Clement Shipperdson, was proved in 1 571, mentions William Moore, to whom 
he leaves an angel, and Richard Moore, who, t(^ether with the testator's wife, 
Allison, were appointed executors, and his son, 

Thomas Moore, of Sunderland, in the parish of Bishopwearmouth, yeoman, 
who was to inherit the house after the death of his mother. His first wife 
was buried April 19, 1575, and he re-married 22nd November, 1575, Mary Smith. 

He had issue : — 

(i) William, a minor at his father's death, and probably his first 
wife's child. 

(2) Anne, baptised 30th July, 1576, married 28th November, 1597, 

Richard Gibson. 

(3) Jane, a minor in 1580, married i6th June, 1601, Richard Huntley, 

of Burdon, and had issue. 

Mr. Moore's will is dated 21st June, 1580, and was proved in the October of 
that year, he was buried in Bishop- Wearmouth, 28th June, 1580^ his wife 
fe-mariying as above* 
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Anthony Watson, Wylliam Burdon and George 
Shepherdson. Filed with the will is preserved the 
following curious undated inventory : — 

An inventory of all such goods chatties, as Margaret 
Goodchild late of Rihopp deceased dyed possessed 
of and v/^ was dewe unto her fourth of her iaJther 
John Goodchild his goodes late of Rihopp 
deceased w^ Margaret dyed whilst she was sole 
and unmarried. 

Imprimis, dewe to the said Margarett for her 
filiall porSon and administration Pte of 
her said fathers goods £40 o o 

Payed fourth of the said goodes as foUoweth 
first for Phisick and other necessary 
things for her in her sicknes, who did 
languishe a yeare and a halfe before 
she dyed £500 

Item for her funeral Expences, Ac £3 10 o 



She was buried 3rd November, i6ia7 



£8 10 o 



On the 8th January, 1587, Mr. Goodchild had a second 
conveyance, by feoffment, of the Pallion estate from Ralph 
Bowes, of Monk-Wearmouth.8 

He was buried 17th May, 1587,9 and administration of his 
goods was granted that year to Marie Goodchild, his Widow, for 
the benefit of herself and Robert Goodchild and Margaret 
Goodchild, his children, who were then minors. 10 

His Widow re-married 2gth July, 1588,9 George Shipperdson, 
of Ryhope (who was buried 8th October, 1611,9 administration 
of his goods granted that year), 10 by whom she had further 
issue a daughter ; — 

7. BishopweanDOuth Parish Registers. 8. Surtees' ** Durham " I. , 241. 
9. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 10. Vfilla and Administratioas at 

Durham. 
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Joan, who married her kinsman, John Shipperdson, 
of Bishop- Wearmouth. She is mentioned in the 
will of her half sister, Margaret, in 1610, and in 
that of her mother, 1634. 

The will of Mrs. Mary Shipperdson, Widow, is dated nth 
January, 1634,10 and was proved at Durham early in 1635. ^^^ 
leaves to the ** poor of the town of Bpwearmouth and the poor of 
the township of Riopp, 40s.," to her "grandchild Anne, daughter 
of Richard Huntley, of Burdon, 40s.," to her "sister Anne Curtas, 
Widow, my wearing apparell," & the rest & residue to her son-in- 
law, John Shipperdson, who is to be executor. 

She was buried 26th June, 1635.9 

HI. Robert Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Baptised 24th March, 1582.9 Living under age, and in 
ward to Ralph Bowes, Esq., 26th June, 1587,12 who granted the 
wardship 20th March, 1588, to George Shipperdson. » 

Had licence to enter upon the lands lately held by his 
father, without proving his age, in the eleventh year of Bishop 
Matthews' episcopate. 15 

He married 22nd November, 1608,11 Frances, daughter of 
Adam Holme, of Bishop- Wearmouth, by whom he had issue : — 

(1) John (IV.) 

(2) Ralph (Ped. III.) 

(3) Robert, baptised 3rd October, 1616,11 afterwards of 

Seaham, his will was proved in 1663-4. 13 He 
married • . • . , and left a daughter :— 

(a) Elizabeth, who married 2nd August, 1655, Richard 
Bell, of Whitburn. 

9. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 10. Wills and Administrations 
at Darham. Ii. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 12. Sortees' 

•'Durham'' I., 240. 13. Wills Probate Court, Durham. 15. 37th Report, 
Deputy Keeper Public Records, p. 164. 
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(4) William, baptised igth August, 1626,11 buried 20th 
same month. it 

(i) Alice, baptised 21st July, 161 i.u 

(2) Margaret, baptised 29th August, 1619,11 married 6th 

September, 1635, Henry Smith, of Burlingtonii 
[Bridlington, Co. York]. 

(3) Bridget, baptised 24th March, 1621." 

(4) Elizabeth, baptised i8th May, 1 623.11 

He is mentioned in the will of his wife's mother, as resident 
at Boldon, in 1632, and also occurs as holding rents in that parish, 
in a letter from Susanna Smart to her husband, Mr. Peter Smart, 
the rector, dated 6th April, 1634.14 There is no evidence to shew 
which side the Goodchilds took during the Civil War, but it 
may be presumed that, like most of those whom Mr. Surtees calls 
the " middling gentry " of the County Palatine, they sympathised 
with the Roundheads. Of their Shipperdson kinsmen, one, Adam, 
is said to have been a Captain under Cromwell, while another, 
Edward (of Murton), was Captain of a troop of horse under 
General Monk ^ 

IV. John Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Baptised 29th June, 1609.16 He married 21st June, 1636,16 
Anne, daughter of Nicholas Huntley, of Tunstall,-)- and had 
issue : — 

(1) John (V.) 

(2) Robert, baptised 23rd October, 1642; buried 27th 

July, 1682.16 



II. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 14. Surtees Society, 

vol. 34, p. 207. 16. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 

* His original commission si^ed in the name of the Parliament of the 
Com'onwalth of England, by William Lenthall, Speaker, was in the possession of 
Mr. Edward Shipperdson, of Pidding-hall Garth, in 1835 (Burke's "Commoners," 
I., 108). 

t There is not sufficient material to construct a pedigree of the Huntley fiunily . 
Nicholas Huntley, described as "of Wearmouth," 1609, afterwards of Tunstall 
married 29th May, 1608, Elizabeth Clarke, of Wearmouth, and had issue— Robert' 
baptised February 12, 1608-9; Isabel, baptised 14th October, 1610; and Anne' 
baptised 28th March, 1613.4, who married as above John Goodchild. of Pallion 
and Ryhope. ' 
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(3) Ralph (Ped. IV.) 

(4) Adam, baptised 4th December, buried 14th December, 

1650.16 

(i) Margaret, baptised 12th March, 1636-7. 16 

(2) Alice, baptised 26th May, 1639.16 

(3) Elizabeth, baptised 20th May, 1646; buried 17th 

January, 1646-7. 16 

(4) Bridget, baptised i6th February, 1647-8 ; buried 57th 

November, 1688.16 

(5) Maty, baptised 22nd June, 1652 (posthumous) ; buried 

17th September, 1659.16 

Mr. Goodchild was buried 14th December, 1651.16 

V. John Goodchild, of Pallion, 

Baptised loth March, 1638 ;i6 married (bond dated i8th 
November, i66f),i7 30th November, 1666,16 Margery, daughter 
of Ralph Dale, « Slingley, and had issue: — 

(1) John (VI.) 

(2) Ralph, baptised 28th November, 1672.16 

(3) Robert, baptised ist June, 1676.16 

(i) Anne, baptised 7th October, 1679.16 

(2) Joan, buried 4th March, 1681-2.16 

Mr. Goodchild was buried loth July, 1692,16 and his wife ist 
January, 169S-9.16 

VI. John Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Baptised 22nd December, 1668 ;i8 married 28th May, 
1696,19 Jane, daughter and heir of John Twentyman, of Middle 
Herrington, and had issue : — 

(1) John (VII.) 

(2) Robert baptised i6th December, 1708; 18 died in the 

West Indies, unmarried. 

16. Bishopweannouth Parish Registers. 17. Marriage Bonds at Durham. 
1 8. Bishopwearmottth Parish Registers. 19. Houghton Parish Registers. 
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(1) Margery, baptised 17th Februaiy, 1697 ;iS married 

3rd March, 1716-7,18 Robert Byers, of Sundeiiand, 
second son of Robert Byers, of Newbottle. 

(2) Elizabeth, baptised 29th March, i700-i;iS married 

1 8th November, 1 719.18 Adam Hedley, of Sunder- 
land.« 

(3) Jane, baptised 3rd December, 1702; 18 married 2nd 

June, 1728,18 William Richardson. 

(4) Isabel, baptised 22nd January, 1704-5 ;i8 died 

unmarried. 

(5) Anne, baptised 14th November, 1706; 18 married 6th 

May, 1733,18 James Carter, of BillinghanL 

(6) Mary, baptised 20th December, i7io;i8 married 12th 

October, 1749,18 John Milbum, of Sunderiand. 

Mr. Goodchild's will is dated 2nd February, 1715; proved 
i7i8;3o he was buried 5th February, I7i5-6;i8 and his wife 5th 
May, 1756.18 

VII. John Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Baptised 21st August, 1699 ;^t married first, 4th Sept, 
1721,23 Grace, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Nicholson, M.A. 
Oxon, Rector of Stainton-le-Street, and by her, who died 1724, 
had issue : — 

(i) John, baptised 12th July; buried 21st December, 
1722.21 

(2) Thomas Nicholson, baptised 7th November, 1723,21 
died young. 

He married secondly, 28th September, 1727,21 Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter (and in her issue eventual co-heiress) of the 
Rev. John Laurence, M.A., Rector of Bishopwearmouth, and 
had further issue : — 



18. Bishopweaimonth Parish Registers. 20. Durham Probate Court. 
31. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 22. Durham Abbey Registers. 

^ * V^J^ * daughter, Jane Hedley, who married x8th December, 1755, 
Captam Wildy French, R.N. > # JJ» 
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(1) John (VIII.) 

(2) James, born 31st October, 1746,21 resided in the 

parish of Allhallows the Great, London, and had 
also a residence at Walton-on-Thames ; he died 
December, 1792,23 will dated 12th November, 
proved P.C.C. 22nd December, 1792, leaving 
issue : — 

(a) James, born at Walton, 2nd February; 
baptised i8th August, 1786.23 

(a) Harriot, born at Deptford, Kent, lOth 
October, 1779; married i8th January, 
1796,23 James Jackson, of Little Eppleton, 
Co. Durham, and died 14th August, 1833, 
leaving issue. 

(3) William, bom 33rd September; buried ist December, 

1746.21 

(i) Mary, baptised 21st September, 1728 ;2i married 15th 
March, 1753,21 John Nicholson, of Bishop Wear- 
mouth Panns, and had issue. She died 5th June, 
1814, aged 86. 

(2) Elizabeth, born 20th June, 1730; died 3rd November, 

1749.21 

(3) Jane,* born 17th December, i73i;24 married first, 

22nd August, 1754,24 settlement dated that year, 
Lambton Stonehouse, of Stockton, sailmaker, 
probate of whose will is dated i8th May, 1761. 
She re-married George Browne, of Darlington, 
and died September, 1818.25 

31. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 23. Jackson Family Papers. 
84. Bishopweannoath Parish Registers. 25. Collection of Mr. Reginald 
Peacock. 

* By her first husband, she had issue : — 

(i) John Stonehouse, bom 27th July, 1757, afterwards of Manchester. 

(i) Elizabeth, bom 26th May, 1755 * married (settlement dated 1778) 
Ralph Hodgson, of Darlington. 

(2) Penelope, died young. 

(Ex information Mr. Reginald Peacock). 



(4) Penelope Laurence,^ born 15th May ;a6 baptised 22nd 
May, 1734;^ married 23rd June, 1757, Philip 
Jackson, of Leyton, Co. Essex.a7 

Mr. Goodchild died 27th Februaiy, 1 750-1. His widow died 
at Pallioa, 16th December, 1792. 

Vill. John Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Baptised 23rd June, 1736 ;28 married first 7th August, 1766,29 
Mary (bom 26th July 1743; died 1769), daug^hter of John 
Nesham, of Houghton-le-Spring, and had issue : — 

(I) John (IX.) 

(I) Mary, bom 12th December, I768;28 married at 
Gretna Green, Tuesday, 13th April, 1802,30 
Matthew Fairless, of Ninebanks, Co. Northumber- 
land, and of Bishopwearmouth, Co. Durham; by 
post-nuptial settlement, dated 25th August, 1802,31 
her portion of £3,000 was settled in consideration 
of their marriage recently solemnised. Mr. 
Fairless was Consul for Hanover and the Nether- 
lands at Sunderland, and resided in Fawcett 
Street until about 1828, when he removed to 
Newcastle, where he died 24th April, 1 839,31 aged 
65; his widow died 21st November, i86a3i 
They had issue : — 

(a) Mary Goodchild, died unmarried at Jes- 
mond, 26th April, 1887, ^iT^ 82.31 

24. Buhopwearmonth Parish Registers. 26. Family Fiqpers. 

27. Register of St. George the Martyr, Queeo Square, London. They were 
married by her uncle, the Rev. John Laurence, the witnesses beii^ Tohn Hall, 
and the Rev. William Stukeley (numerous references to the family wul be found in 
the diarv of the latter gentleman, published by the Surtees Society). Miss 
Goodchild is described as of Hethnal Green, spinster, in the Register, ex informa- 
tion Rev. E. C. Bedford, present rector. 

28. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 29. Houghton Parish Registers. 

Su NiweastU Aivertiser^ zyth April, i8oa. 31. New County History of 

orthumberland, IV., p. x2o, and Family Papers. 

* A second Christian name (very unusual at this period) was given to her 
in memory of the Rev. John Laurence, her grand&ther, who died two years before 
her birth. It appears nUra that Mr. Goodchild *s second son by his first marriage 
had similarly a second Christian name. 
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(b) Jane, wife of John Easton, of Pelaw House, 

died at Ripon, without issue.31 

(c) Elizabeth Catherine, died unm. at Jesmond, 

26th Januaiy, 1891, aged 82.31 

Mr. Goodchild married secondly, Monday, 5th January, iSoi,33 
at Bow Church, Durham, Elizabeth, widow of George Mowbray, 
of Ford Hall, and fifth daughter of Anthony Wilkinson, J.P.. of 
Crossgate, which lady died 30th January, 1828. 

This gentleman, who was a considerable ship and quarry- 
owner, was one of the founders of the Dispensary in Sunderland ; 
he also presented the old Font, which was made of Pallion 
qiarble, to Bishopwearmouth Church. In 179 — , he purchased 
Ford Hall, together with the Newhall Farm, from his stepson, 
George Mowbray, Esq., for £14,500, and he erected the new 
Hall at Pallion, called "High Pallion," as a residence for his son 
John. The father and son were stiled respectively "of Low 
Pallion " and " of High Pallion."34 

Mr. Goodchild was one of the partners in the Wear Bank, 
founded circa 1800, which suspended payment ist July, 1815,34 
when his extensive estates were sold to enable him to meet the 
demands of his numerous creditors. He afterwards resided at 
Durham, where he died 23rd August, 1819.^ 

3 1 . New County History of Northumberland, IV. , p . 120, and Family Papers. 

3a. NeweaslU AdverHsir^ Saturday, loth January, i8oi. 

34. <' A History of Banks, Bankers, and Banking," by Maberly Phillips, 
pp. 374-277. 

* " Died in the City of Durham, on the 23rd instant, John Goodchild, Esq., 
late of Pallion, in the County of Durham, aged 83 years and 2 months; a 
gentleman whose ancestors have been classed for nearly 300 years amongst the 
most respectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood in which he lived ; and whose 
honourable mind, tranquil happy life, and uniformly cheerful, peaceable, 
unassumin^r disposition, for nearly 80 years, endeared him to a most extensive 
circle of fnends and acquaintance. Having been thus admired and beloved in 
prosperity, he was no less revered and respected by all ranks in society during 
the adversity of the last 4 years of his life ; an adversity produced by the virtue 
and goodness of his heart. Unacquainted with iniquity, he feared no evil, and gave 
unlimited confidence to specious villainy. As he lived, he died, in peace with 
all mankind, leaving an example behind him of the instability of human affiurs." 
^Niweastli Couranty Saturday, 28th August, 1819. 
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IX. John Goodchild, of Pallion. 

Born gth May, 1 767,-36 married 20th May, 1790,37 his cousin, 
Elizabeth, fourth daughter of John Nesham, of Hougfaton-le- 
Spring*, and had issue : — 

(1) John, bom 1795; died in Queen Street, Bishopwear- 

mouth, 24th December, 1851.38 

(2) James, bom 1805; died at Monkwearmouth, 12th 

October, 1831.39 

(3) Laurence, bom ist December, 1813. Author of 

"Hoel: a Cambrian Tale." "The Rebel's Wooing," 
"Warkworth," "The Lamiae: a Tale of the 
Roman Conquest," etc.; he died 2ist March, 
1881,40 at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

(i) Elizabeth, bom 1791 ; died unm. 

(2) Margaret, bom 1793; married 26th October, 181 1, 
Joseph Simpson,4x J.P., of Rock Lodge, afterwards 
of Whitburn West House, Mayor of Sunderland, 
1838-9, and had issue : — 

(a) Charles, born 13th October, 1812; of the 
Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law ; mar- 
ried 5 th October, 1837, Matilda Grertrude, 
daughter of George Rooke, of William- 
field, near Edinburgh; died without issue. 

(d) John Eyres, bora 24th March, 18 16; of 
Trinity College, Cambridge; died un- 
married. 

(c) George Augustus Frederick, b<Hti nth 

April, 1 82 1, Officer, Commissariat De- 
partment; died unmarried. 

(d) Thomas Burne, bom 6th September, 1829, 

Clerk in Holy Orders, Vicar of Bassenth- 

36. Bishop wearmouth Parish Registers. 37. NewcaslU AdmrtUtr^ 

Saturday, 22nd May, 1790. 38. NitocasiU ChranuU^ 3nd January, 185a. 

|9. New€€LstU Courantf 15th October, 183 1. 40. Sunderland Library Ciradar^ 
July, X900. 41. Burke's « Landed Gentry," 1853, p. 1237, and Family Papers. 



LAURENCE GOODCHILD {1813-1881). 
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waite, afterwards Vicar of Teignmouth, 
married and had issue. 

(a) Elizabeth, married the late Rev. James 
Milner, Rector of Elton, Co. Durham, 
has issue. 

(3) Mary, bom 1797; died unmarried. 

(4) Anne, bom 1799; married at Whitburn, July 7, 1829,42 

William Mordey, M.RC.S. ; Alderman, and Mayor 
of Sunderland in 1859. Her death is recorded in 
the postscript to a letter from Mr. Robert Surtees, 
the Historian of the County, dated at Mainsforth, 
November 3, 1830, to John Gough Nichols, Esq., 
then Editor of the " Gentleman's Magazine " : — 

"You may insert in your next Obituary* the 
death of a young and beautiful woman, as sudden 
as well could be. 'At the Rectory, Sunderland, 
after a few days' illness, of scarlet fever, Anne, 
wife of Mr. Mordey, Surgeon, daughter of the late 
John Goodchild, of Pallion, Esq.' It has not been in 
the papers. She died the Sunday before last; and 
you may find her age in the Goodchild Pedigree, 
vol. i., Durham. The scarlet fever has been very 
fatal in Sunderland. She had just lain in of a first 
child. Her husband caught the disease, recovered, 
and she caught it and died ; but you need not tell 
all this." 

Her only son, John Goodchild Mordey, married 
at Hart, April 18, 1854, Mary, daughter of Robert 
Stephenson, of Hart Manor House, and had issue.42 

(5) Jane, bom 1801 ; died unmarried. 

(6) Caroline, bora 1803; married 4th April, 1827, William 

Haslewood, M.D., Mayor of Hartlepool in 1834, 

42. Family Papers. 

* Mr. Surtees' letter is printed in volume 24, Surtees' Society, page 426. The 
obituanr notice he sent appeared in the CtntUmatifs Magatini^ Tolume C, second 
part, 1830, page 476. 
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who died gth December, 1866. She died at 
Gateshead, 24th July, 1887,4a havingf had issue: — 

(a) William, twin with his sister, Elizabeth, 
bom January, 1828; died an infant4s 

(i) Charles Baker, bom 15th December, 1829; 
of Hatfield Hall, Durham, B.A., 185 1 ; 
M.A., 1852; B.C.L., circa 1861 ; Qerk in 
Holy Orders ; Chaplain and Naval 
Instructor, R.N. ; lost on Manakan Bar, 
New Zealand, at wreck of H. M. S. 
"Orpheus," 7th Febmary, 1863, when 
he was washed overboard helping^ a 
sick man. He married, 1861, Elizabeth 
Amelia, dau. of Captain Rodney 
Shannon, R.N., and had issue.42 

(c) William, bom 8th February, 1831; married 

but d.&p. 

(d) Thomas, bom 31st October, 1834; Clerk 

in Holy Orders; Deacon, 1864; Priest, 
1866; Curate of West Hartlepool, 1864-8; 
St. Peter's, Monkwearmouth, 1868-75; 
All Saints', Monkwearmouth, 1875-77; 
Perpetual Curate of Gateshead, 1877, 
where he died January, 1900^ un- 
married.42 

(e) John Austin, bom 22nd June, 1839 > 

M.R.C.S. Eng., 1861; L.S.A., 1862; 
died at Worthinsf, 6th April, 1875. He 
married Mary, dau. of Joseph Forster, 
of Darlington, who re-married Lieutenant 
A. J. McEwan, R.N.42 

(/) George Dickens, bom July, 1842; md. 
and had issue.42 

(g) Albert Octavius, bom 2nd November, 1843; 
M.R.C.S., Eng., 1864; L.S.A., 1865; md. 

42. Familj Pi^iert. 
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5th July, 1 87 1, Mary How, dau. of 
Robert How Ashton, of Castleton, 
Derby.42 

(h) Frank, bom 17th April, 1847 > Master's 
Assistant R.N., loth March, 1863; 
Navigating Sub-Lieutenant, 8th March, 
1868; Navigating Lieutenant, 28th June, 
187s; Staff-Commander, 30th November, 
1885; Staff-Captain, 4th November, 1902; 
married 5th July, 1875, Annie Edith, dau. 
of John Lupton, of Joliment, East Mel- 
bourne, Victoria, and has issue.42 

(a) Elizabeth, born January, 1828; died an 
infant.42 

(3) Caroline, bom 2nd December, 1840; md. 
December, i860, Philip Morris, and died 
17th March, 1864, leaving issue; buried 
at Darlington.42 

(7) Isabel, bom 1807; died an infant.42 

(8) Susan, bom 1809; married at Whitburn, lOthAuguit, 

1829, William Aspull, of AspuU, Co. Lancashire.42 

Mr. Goodchild,^ who was ruined by the failure of the Wear 
Bank, after the sale of the family estates at Pallion resided for 
some time in Green Street, Bishopwearmouth, but eventually 
removed to a house near Perth, where he died 2nd December, 
1822.43 

IL GOODCHILD, OF SuNDERLAND.44 

I. Robert Goodchild. 

Nephew of John Groodchild, of Pallion, and grandson of John 
Groodchild, of Ryhope, described as " of Sunderland " in the will 
of his grandmother, 1578; married first 2nd June, 1583, Barbara 

42. Family Papers. 43. NewcastU Couratti^ 14th December, 1822. 

44. Wills at Durfaam ; Sunderland Parish Registers ; and Bishopwearmouth 
Parish Registers. 

* Mr. Goodchild was at one time an Officer in the Bishopwearmouth 
Volunteer Assoctationi his commission as Captain being dated 5th June, 1798. 
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Harrison, who was buried 22nd March, 1603. He re-married, 
28lh November, 1604, Margfaret Curtis, of Sundertand. By the 
former he had issue : — 

II. Robert Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

Baptised 21st February, 1584; married 12th August, 1610, 
Magdalen Roxby (who re-married 1625, Robert Liell), and had 
issue : — 

(1) John (III.) 

(2) Edward, baptised 23rd July, 162a 

(3) William, baptised 23rd September, 1621. 

(4) Henry, baptised 23rd September, 162 1. 
(i) Marie, baptised 13th April, 161 1. 

(2) Margaret, baptised 2nd October, 1614. 

(3) Mary, bom posthumous; baptised i6th May, 1624. 

III. John Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

Baptised 8th June, 1618; married 7th November, 1643, 
Magdalen Wheatley (who re-married i ilh December, 1649^ John 
Jackson, of Hull), and had issue : — 

(1) Robert (IV.) 

(2) John, baptised June 9th, 1649. 

(i) Margaret, baptised 20th April, 1647. 

IV. Robert Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

Baptised 4th July, 1645 ; married and had a son : — 

V. Ralph Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

Baptised i6th May, 1678; married 25th April, 1706, Anne 
Potts of the same place, and had issue : — 

(i) Robert Goodchild, of Sunderland, baptised 17th 
December, 1706; married 29th March, 1733, 
Hannah Melvin. 

(i) Joan, baptised loth May, 1708. 

(2) Anne, baptised 4th May, 17 10; married 9th August, 
1 733, Midford Wood. 
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(3) Elizabeth, baptised gth May, 17 12. 

III. GOODCHILD OF RtHOPS. 

I. Ralph Goodchild, of Ryhope. 

Baptised 2nd February, 1613,45 son of Robert Goodchild, of 
Pallion, by his wife, Frances, daughter of Adam Holme, of 
Bishopwearmouth ; married , and had issue : — 

(1) John (II.) 

(2) Robert, of Ryhope, baptised loth October, 1647; 

married 8th May, 1672, Elizabeth Fell, of Ryhope, 
and had issue : — 

(a) Margaret, baptised 23rd October, 1679. 

{b) Isabel, baptised i6th September, 1679. 

{c) Elizabeths baptised i6th May, 1682; 
married 8th May, 1705, John Wilkinson, 
of Washington. 

(d) Mary, baptised sth February, i688, 

(i) Frances, baptised Sth March, 1645. 

(2) Ann, baptised 17th February, 1652. 

II. John Goodchild, of Ryhope. 

Baptised i ith August, 1644; married , and had issue: — 

(i) John, baptised 3rd May, 1683. 

(2) Ralph, baptised 21st February, 1687-8. 

(3) Robert (III.) 

(i) Margaret, baptised 17th December, 1685; married 
24th April, 17 18, Robert Ayre, of Ryhope. 

(2) Frances, baptised iith March, 1689; married 26th 

January, 1715-6, Ralph Ayre, of Ryhope. 

(3) Elizabeth, baptised 29th September, 1692. 

(4) Mary, baptised 7th March, 1698-9. 

45. The dates on this page are from Bishopweannouth Parish Register. 



III. Robert Goodchild, of Sunderland-near-the-Sea. 

Baptised 17th September, 1695 ;46 married (settlement before 
marriag^e dated i6th May, I7i9),47 Alice,^ daughter of Thomas 
Leig^hton, of Shotton and Ryhope, and had issue : — 

(I) Robert (IV.) 

(3) Ralph, some time of Ryhope; married i6th July, 

1773,46 at Bishopwearmouth, Mary, dau. of 

Wilkinson, and had issue : — 

(a) Ralph Ayre, bom 23rd May; baptised 3rd 
July, 1773.46 

(a) Mary, baptised 22nd July, 1775.46 

(3) Thomas, of Ryhope, living in 1799 

(i) Alice, died 22nd November, 1746, aged 21.48 

In 1749, Mr. Goodchild resided at Ryhope,47 and in 1762, 
together with his wife, mortgaged lands there.47 

He died 29th July, 1766^ his widow surviving till 26th April, 
1782.4S 

IV. Robert Goodchild, of Ryhope. 

He had leasehold lands at that place settled on him by his 
parents. He married Jane, daughter of Thomas Brough,49 and 
by her (who died August 21st, 181 5, aged 69),49 had issue : — 



46. Bishopwetrmoath Parish Register. 47. Deeds relating to proper^ 
at Ryhope, ex int. Mr Rc^nald Peacock. 48. M.L Bishopweaimou^ 

Chttrch]wl. 49* M.I. Bishopwearmouth Charchyard. 

* Her marriage portion was £yx>t the original Trustees to the settlement 
being Ralph Goodctiild, of Ryhope, and her uncle, Robert Leighton, of Gateshead, 
mercer. In 1749, the Trustees were her brother-in-law, George Thompson, of 
Easington, gent, Thomas Foster, of Ryhope, gent., and her brother, Robert 
Leighton, oTHartlepool, corn-merchant The last-named gentleman, whose arms 
aie engraved in Sir Cuthbert Sharp's " History of Hartlepool," had with other 
issue two sons. John, the elder, left an only daughter, Elizabeth, who married 
Captain the Hon. Eyre Massy, and carried into tluit fiunily with other estates a 
considerable amount of property in Bishopwearmouth ; Thomas, the second son, 
was Rector of St Mary-the-Less, Durham, and married Elisabeth, daughter of 
Robert Wharton, of Old Park, sister of Mrs. Ettrick, of High Barnes. Another 
relative was Sir William Leighton, Kt., Lord Mayor of London in 1806, who was 
son of Geoige Leighton, of Bishopwearmouth, merchant, and grandson of 
William Leighton, ofRyhope. Sir William died at his residence, Kemnal House, 
Kent, 23rd April, 1825, aged 74. 
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(1) Thomas (V.) 

(2) Robert, born 8th April; baptised 13th April, 1772. 

In 1799, described as late of Sunderland-near-the 
Sea, and then of Wapping Wall, Co. Middlesex.50 

(i) Jane, bom ist April; baptised 17th August, 1775, 
wife of Storar.50 

(2) Hannah, married 27th August, 1797,52 Jonathan 

Longbotham, of Sunderland, who died 4th 
February, 1822, aged 48; she died 4th January, 
1833.49 

(3) Elizabeth. 

(4) Alice, married at Tynemouth, 5th August, 1790, 

Christopher Hutchinson, Attomey-at-Law,53 some 
time of Monkwearmouth-Shore, after of 10, 
Villiers Street, Bishopwearmouth; she died April, 
1810, aged 32.49 

Mr. Goodchild died 4th February, 1799, aged 68 years.49 
His will, dated 26th October, 1798, was proved at Durham, 15th 
February, 1799, by Thomas Goodchild, his brother, and Robert 
Goodchild, his son, the executors. 

V. Thomas Goodchild, Attomey-at-Law, of Camomile 
Street, City of London.50 

He married Jane, dau. of Phillips, of London,5i and 

had issue : — 

(i) Jane Hutchinson, baptised 25th December, i8oo.5x 

IV. GrOODCHILD, OF SuNDERI.AND.54 

!• Ralph Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

The third son of John Goodchild, of Pallion, by his wife, Anne 
Huntley; baptised 12th April, 1644; married 19th March, 
1671-2, Isabel, daughter of Anderson, and had issue : — 



49. M.I. Bishopwcannouth Churchyard. 50. Deeds of property at 
Ryhope, ex in£ Mr. K^inald Peacock. 51. Bishopwearmouth Parish 

Registers. 52. NewcastU Advtrtistr^ 2nd September, 1797. 53. 73. aist 
Aug^ust, 179a 54. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers and Sunderland Parish 
Registers. 



(1) John (II.) 

(3) Richard, baptised 2nd January, 1678-9. 

(3) Ralph, baptised 23rd April, 1685. 

(1) Anne, t>aptised 24th September, 1674. 

(2) Isabel, baptised 14th December, 1676. 

(3) Margaret, baptised 14th March, 1681. 

(4) Margery, baptised 24th April, 1683. 

(5) Hannah, baptised 12th December, 1687. 

Mr. Goodchild was buried 5th December, 1698. 

II. John Goodchild, of Sunderland. 

Baptised 7th January, 1672-3 ; married i ith August, 1695, 
Margaret, dau. of Clarke, of Sunderland, and had issue : — 

(1) Ralph, baptised 8th September, 1696. 

(2) Robert, baptised 9th August, 1698. 

(3) Michael, baptised 28th May, 1705. 

(4) Edward, baptised 3rd January, 1708. 

(5) Ogle, baptised 28th January, 171 1-2, afterwards of 

Sunderland ; married at Sunderland Church, loth 
December, 1732, Jane Lumley, and had issue. 

(1) Barbara, baptised i8th May, 1698. 

(2) Margaret, baptised 13th September, 1705. 

(3) Joannah, baptised 9th October, 171 1. 

Thx Family of Holmk. 

''The family of Holme has been seated in Lancashire in 
different branches from a period shortly subsequent to the 
Norman Conquest The surname, which was originally and 
properly spelt Hulme, is local, and derived from the manor of 
that name between Trafford and Manchester, formerly possessed 
by the family. 
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" In the third volume of Holinshed's Chronicle, among the 
Norman gentlemen attending on William the Conqueror is 
mentioned the ' Seigneur de Houlme/ but whether he was the 
father of Ranulph, or Randulphus, who possessed Hulme about 
the end of the i ith century, is not clearly ascertained." 

Thus far Burke in the first edition of the <' Dictionary of the 
Landed Gentry." i It is to be observed, however, that the name in 
any of its variations does not occur in the Battle Abbey Rolls of 
either Duchesne, Brompton, Leland or Holingshed, and it seems 
more likely that it derives from some Anglo-Saxon "Hulme," or 
" Holme."* Furthermore, from similarity in the spelling of the 
name, and the long continued usage of the same arms, there was 
possibly an early connection with the ancient Yorkshire family of 
Holme, of Paul Holme, whose descent is elaborated in General 
Harrison's history of that county. 

Shortly after the year 1260, Elias, son of Adam de Holme, had a 
grant of lands in Barton and Holm, from Agnes, daughter of Sir 
Gilbert de Barton, and about the same time, in a charter of John, 
son and heir of Sir Gilbert de Barton, Thomas, son of Adam de 
Hulm, and Adam, son of Thomas de Hulm, are named among 
the principal under-tenants of Barton.2 

Next occurs a John de Hulm, who conveyed lands in 
Whickleswick to Adam de Penulbury, and about 19 Edward I. 
a deed of Adam de Hulme appears to release to Adam de 
Prestwych his homage and a rent of 2d. due from him for one 
sixth of the same manor.2 

This last Adam3 is stated to have had a son, Thomas de 
Hulme, living in 1302, who had issue : — 

(i) Geoffrey Hulme, of Hulme, living in 131 1 ; died s.p. 



I. Burke's *' History of the Commoners," vol. Iv., p. 215, su^ Bankes of 
Winstanley Hall. 2. **The Ancestor" iv., Mr. W. H. B. Bird's article on 
Whickleswick, pp. 208-9. 3. The succeeding six generations are compiled 
from the pedigrees in Burke's '* Commoners" and Baines' ''History of 
Lancashire," vol. ii., p. 394, and must be acce^Ud with some reserve, 

* Si^iiying **a flat, green area, wholly or partially surrounded by a stream, 
and occasionally submerged by floods." (Croston's edition of Baines, vol. ii, 
p. 239). 



(a) Johiiy who succeeded his brother. 

(3) Robert, who married and left issue. His grandsoo, 
Laurence Hulme, of Manchester, married Margaret, 
daughter and heir of William Bold of that place. 

L John de Holme, of Holme, 0>. Lancashire, 

Married, and had issue : — 

(I) WilUam (ID 

( I ) Felicia, first wife of Ralph de Wilburgham, of Radnor, 
to whom she bore a son Tliomas, ^o was aged 
33 in i388» and was ancestor of the Barons 
Skelmersdale. 

II. William de Holme, of Holme. 

Living in 1373, is said to have been knighted by the Black 
Prince. Was succeeded by his son : — 

III. James de Holme, of Holme. 

He was a witness to the license for the foundation of 
Manchester College, in 1431 ; had issue with a younger son 
Ralph:— 

IV* William de Holme, of Holme. 

He married Alice, daughter of John Radcliffe, of Chadderton, 
and had a son : — 

V. J<rim Holme, of Holme Hall. 

He heads the Harleian MS. Pedigree 4 in the British Museum, 
and the Yorkshire Visitation Pedigree,5 and was probably the 
last of the family to own the old family mansion at Holme, which 
became the property of Ralph de Prestwich about 1433. He 

married a daughter of Sir Geoffrey Worsley, and had issue : — 

< 

(I) William,4 d.s.p.5 



4. Hftrl. MS. i^, fol. 45, British Museum. One of the MS& described 
as " almost wholly written and tricked by Mr. Richard Munday/' 

$. Visitatiao of Yorkshire, t563-4f HarK Soc., voK xn. 



97 

(2) Thomas.4 5 

(3) Robert (VI.) 

(4} John,4 5 living in 1449^ married Alice, daughter ot 
Edmund Prestwich, and had a son James, who 
married Clemency, daughter of William Radcliffe, 
of Ordsall, and had issue. 

(5) Arthur. 4 5 

(6) Ralph. 4 5 

(7) Geoffrey, 4 5 who married Elizabeth, daughter of 

William Lever. 

(8) Richard. 4 5 

VI. Robert Holme, the third but second surviving son, "came 
into y* bishoprick " and married Anne, daughter of (Sir Arthur 
in Visitation of Yorks, 1563-4,5 but more correctly Sir John ?) 
Middleton,^ of Silksworth4 (and Belsay), by whom he had 
issue : — 

(i) John, " dyed before hee cam to Full age."4 
(2) Robert4 5 (VII.) 

VII. Robert Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

He was, in the time of Bishop Booth, defendant in an action for 
debt brought by William Comforth, and Alice his wife, which was 
removed from being held before the Sheriff, it being alleged that 
the Under-Sheriff received a pension of 6s. 8d. yearly from the 
plaintiffs.6 He married Margaret, daughter of John Hedworth,4 5 
and had issue : — 

4. HarL MS, 1540, foL 45, British Museum. One of the MSS. described 
as ** aimost wholly written and tricked by Mr. Richard Munday." 

5. Visitation of Yorkshire, 1563-4, Harl. Soc., voL xvi. 

6. 35th Report Deputy Keeper Public Records, Appendix, p. no. 

*The founder of the Durham £unily of Middleton, of Silksworth, was 
Thomas, younger son of Sir John Middleton, of Belsay. A sketch of a monumental 
figure of Thomas Middleton, which long rested in the North Aisle of Bishop- 
wearmouth Church, may be found in the Gentleman^s Magaune^ October, 1809 
(&cxng p. 913). A letter to the same magazine (p. 915) explains that during the 
repairs of the Church, in 1807, the monument was removed into the Churchyard, 
and had since been broken and much mutilated. It bore an inscription of whicn the 

following words were legible: — ** Hie jacet Thom* Middylton, armiger 

MCCC " 
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(I) Ralph (VIII.) 
(a) Robert 4 5 
(I) Margaret4 5 

VIIL Ralph Holme, of Bishopweannouth.7 

Possibly the Ralph Holme who was buried 27th March, 

1573-4.8 He married Margaret, daughter of R^ye, of 

Horton Grange, 4 7 beside Ponteland, and had Issue : — 

(1) William (IX.) 

(2) Rowland, buried igth June, 1600. S 

(3) Thomas, of Burrough Green, in the Co. of Cambridge, 

married Mary, dau^ter of Nicholas Stotevile, of 
Brinkley, in the same County.7 He registered his 
descent at the Heraldic Visitation of Cambridge- 
shire, 1575.7 Appointed executor to his brother 
George in 1580, but renounced probate. 9 His will, 
in which he is described as ** Thomas Holmes, of 
Borroughe, Co. Cambridge, Esquire," is dated i8th 
March, 1590^ and was proved P.C.C. (Sainberbe 
fol. 21), by Marie, his vddow, 26th March, 1591. 
He desires to be buried within the Chapel called 
*'Britton Chappel," in the Church of Burrough, and 
gives to Master Garthside, parson of Burrough, for 
tithes negligently omitted 20/-. He leaves £5 to the 
poor of Bishopwearmouth, to be delivered to his 
nephew Nicholas or his deputy for distribution, 
£5 to the townsmen of Burrough and various sums 
to numerous relatives, friends, and servants. His 
'< Seale at Armes " is left to his brother Rowland, 
upon condition that it is given to his nephew, Adam, 
upon the death of the said Rowland. "Master 

4. HarL MS. 1540, fol. 45, British Museum. 

5. Visitation of Yorkshire, 1563-4, Harl. Soa, vol. zri. 

7. Visitation of Cambridgeshire, 1575, Harl. Soc, toI. xli. Anns— 
Quarterly: I — Barry of six or and azure, on a canton argent a wreath gules, 
a— Sable, a lion rampant argent. 3 and 4 blank. 

S. Bishopwearmouth Parish Rasters. 9. Wills P.C.C 
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Anthony Gage,* Esquire," and his "nephew,"f 
Edward Ellis, of Chesterton, are appointed super- 
visors, and his wife Marie is appointed sole 
executrix, of his will. Both he and his brother 
George spell their name as *' Holmes." 

(4) John, buried 19th July, 1587.8 

(5) George,7 a merchant and draper in London, in partner- 

ship with Giles Flowde, William Salter, Paul Baning, 
Edward Holmden and Richard Glascock. His will 
is dated 22nd April, 1580, and proved P.C.C, 24th 
March, 1 580-1 (Darcy fol. 10), and is very curious. 
After "Firste I bequeathe my soule unto AUmightie 
God and his son Jesus Christe by whose bloud 
shedding I trust onlie to be saved, my bodie to be 
buried if I doe die in Londonne in Saincte George's 
Churche at my pewe dore, and if I dye in any other 
place, then wheare it shall please myne Executor, 
whom I chardge to bestowe of my buriall in black 
and monneye to the poore fortie pounds of lawfull 
monneye of England," he proceeds " Item I doe 
geve and bequeathe unto the poore people of 
Bishoppe Warmouth one hundreth and fifty poundes 
of lawful money of England to be bought in 
anneuytyes for ev» for them to be geven them in 
the church every frydaye thorowe the yeare as 
moche as it will comme unto in equal portions for 
sixe poor people, to sale three men and three 
womenne, and so for theire dyvision of this pre- 
tended worke, I requeste my brother Thomas 
Holmes, of Borowe Greene, and my brother 
Rowland Holmes to see it done in such order, as if 
it please God, that it may contynewe unto the poore 

7. Visitation of Cambridgeshire, 1575, Harl. Soc., vol. xli. 

8. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 

* Properly spelt Cage. See Cage Pedigree in Harl. Soc, vol. xli. 

t Probably his wife's nephew. Edward Ellis, of Chesterton, married Jane, 
daughter of Thomas Stotevile. See Stotevile Pedigree in Harl. Soc, vol xli. 
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for ever." He leaves various sums to numerous 
relatives and friends, and to several servants, and 
appears to have been a kindly, thoughtful, generous 
man, with a friendly feeling to his native place. 

(i) Elizabeth, married Bainbridge,9 living in 

IS90- 

(2) Joan or Janet, unmarried in 1580, living in 1590^ and 
then married to Paterson.9 

(3} Anne, married Edward Dawkes and had issue,9 living 
in 1590. 

IX. William Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

He was presumably deceased in 1580. He married4 7 and 
left issue : — 

(i) Adam (X.) 

(2) Nicholas, was appointed administrator to the will of his 
uncle George, in i58o;9 was witness to the wills 
of his uncle Thomas, in i590;9 and of Robert 
Widdrington, of Monkwearmouth, 29th August, 
1 598;! I and was buried at Monkwearmouth, 31st 
October, 1603.10 

(1) Alice, married 19th May, 1584,10 Ralph Bee. 

(2) Anne, liv. unmarried 22nd April, 158a 

X. Adam Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

He received a legacy in the will of George Holme, " if he 
will be rewled by my executor." On the ist October, 1581, he 
witnessed the will of Thomas Roxbie, of Bishopwearmouth, n and 
in January, 1582, was appointed supervisor to the will of John Bee of 
the same place." He is also mentioned in the will, 1602, of George 

4. Harl MS. 1540, fol. 45, British Museum. 

7. Visitation of Cambridgeshire, 1575, Harl. Soc, vol. xli. 

9. Wills P.C.C. 10. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 

II. Wills at Durham. 
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Fell, of Ryhope, as owing the latter £13 13s. 4d.11 On the 4th 
November, 161 1, he with others, appraised the goods of George 
Dale, of Dalton.ii 

He married circa 1586 Alice, daughter of George Dale, of 
Dalton-le-Dale, and had issue : — 

(1) Ralph (XI.) 

(2) George, baptised ist October, 1598,10 acquired 

property in Ryhope under his father's will; he 
married and had issue : — 

(a) Ralph, baptised 21st November, 1632,10 
married, bond dated 1668, Elizabeth 
Fell. 

(3) George, baptised 31st May, 1642.10 

(a) Bridget, baptised 14th March, 1630-1.10 

(3) Anne, baptised 2 1st January, 1638-9.10 

(i) Frances, baptised 20th June, 1587 ;io married 22nd 
November, 1608, Robert Goodchild, of Pallion.io 

(2) Bridget, baptised loth November, 1588,10 described in 

her mother's will as ''now the wife of William 
Shipperdson, of Murton."no 

(3) Anne, baptised 23rd November, 1590 ;io married 31st 

January, 162 1-2, Christopher Shipperdson, of Monk- 
wearmouth.io 

? (4) Alice, buried 4th April, 1595.10 

The will of Adam Holme was proved i6th January, 1618-9^11 
the produced witnesses being Edward Dale and William 
Shipperdson. The following are extracts : — 

''My bodie to be buried in the prsh churchyeard of Bpp 
Warmouth under the brood stone lying at the South Church porch 
dore." 

10. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 1 1. Wills at Durham. 

*Tbis marriage necessitates an important correction of the Pedigrees of 
Shipperdson in Surtees' "Durham" I., 114, and in Burke's ** Commoners" 
I.» 108. 



"To George Holbne my second sone one Lease in Ryhof^ 
houlding of the Right Reverend Father in God, Bishop of 
Durtiam." 

"Whereas my Daughter Annas having come to lawful years 
has received the full value of £ioo in full satisfaction of her 
child's portion." 

"Whereas my eldest son Rauph Hollme is contented to take 
£50 in satisfaction of his portion at his mother's dying day/' 



The residue was left to his Mdfe who was to be sole executrix; 
the inventory amounts to £165 is. 8d. His widow's will is dated 
3rd March, 1632, and was proved in 1634. n She desires to be 
"buried in the Church-yard of the parish Church of Bishopp- 
warmouth under a great white stone nigh the South porch of the 
said Church;" leaves to the poor of the parish, 40/-; her son Ralph, 
and daughters Bridget and Anne, each to have £6 13s. 4d.; 
Robert Goodchild, younger son of Robert Goodchilde, of Boldon, 
to have 40/- ; and the residue to her youngest son George, who is 
appointed sole executor. The witnesses are John Fell, Robert 
Foster and Robert Dale, and the inventory, appraised by Edward 
Dale, William Shipperdson, John Fell and Edward Hari>er, 
amounts to £198 2s. 8d. 

Mr. Holme was buried on the 13th December, i6i8,» and his 
widow on the 2 1st October, 1634.12 

XL Ralph Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

Baptised 7th February, 1 592-3.13 In 1629, William Roxby 
surrended to him the half of a whole tenure in Bishopwearmouth, 
copyhold The following year he acquired from Robert Pattison 
one messuage and ten acres, and in 1633, he received the half of 
twenty-eight acres from Richard Sanders. x5 He married 22nd 

November, 1620,13 Anne, daughter of Shipperdson, and 

had issue : — 



II. Wills at Durhun. 13. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 

13. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers. 

15. Copyholders in Bishopwearmouth (per Mr. J. J. Howe). 
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(1) Adam (XII.) 

(i) Frances, baptised 7th October, 1624.13 

(2) Anne, baptised 28th January, 1626-7 ;i3 married 3rd 

November, 1652, Tobias Mathew, of Monkwear- 
mouth.13 

(3) Bridget, baptised 29th September, 1630 ; 13 married 

Ro^er Morton, of Tynemouth, and was living his 
widow in 1665. 

His will is dated 20th June, 1665, and was proved in 1667. In it 
he wishes ''to be buried in my predecessors accustomed burial 
place nere ye south Porch Dore of Bishopp Wearmouth Church," 
After mentioning other things he proceeds, "to my loving, dutiful 
and obedient Daughter, Bridgett Morton, late the wife of Roger 
Morton, late of Tynemouth, in the County of Northumberiand, 
Gentleman, deceased, all my shipping, and parts of ships, and the 
eighth part of the < Constant Anne,' of Sunderland, John Lettinie 
now master." The residue of the estate is left to the same daughter, 
who is to be sole executrix.14 

XII. Adam Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

Baptised i8th November, 162 1. 16 Was admitted as "son of 
Ralph Holme " to a messuage and forty-two acres, in 1647.17 He 
married Eleanor, daughter ot and had issue ; — 

(I) Ralph (XIIL) 

(a) John, baptised and February, 1652-3.16 

(i) Anne, bom loth, baptised 12th February, 1655; 
buried 15th August, 1661.16 

Mr. Holme was buried a ist January, 1655-6 ;i6 his widow was 
admitted to the above-mentioned premises in 1657.17 

13. Bishopwearmoath Parish Registers. 14. Wills at Durham. 

x6. Bishopwearmouth Parish Registers 
17. Bishopweannoath Copyholders. 
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XIIL Ralph Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

Baptised 21st November, i65ai6 Occurs as Church-warden 

of that parish in 1699 ;i6 married Margaret, daughter of 

Fewler, of Aislaby,i8 and had issue : — 

(1) Thomasine (XXV.) 

(2) Ellen, baptised 2gth March, 1692,16 died young. 
He died in 1713.^ 

XIV* Thomasine Holme, daughter and sole heiress. 

Baptised 21st December, 1682; 16 Marriage Settlement dated 
28th September, 1704; 19 married Richard Robinson, of Sunder- 
land, who in his will dated i8th December, 1722, proved 4th April, 
1723, mentions the ''farm called the Low Haining setded on my 
wife in lieu of settled lands in Burdon which were sold — also all 
her late father Mr. Ralph Holmes's lands in Bishop- Wearmouth 
for her life, .... and to my brother Ralph Robinson Esq. and my 
brother-in-law Edward Harle my manor of Hunton Grainge, Co. 
Ebor, lands in Middle and East Herrington and the share of my 
glass house in Wearmouth on trust to pay debts" — of the remainder 
one half to son Richard, the other half to son John, his wife 
Thomasine to be executrix.30 

The Family of Dale,! of Dalton-lk-Dalk. 

The first of this family who occurs at Dalton is : — 

L John Dale, of Dalton. 

Occ : testis m curia, 1490. i He appears to have had two sons : — 

16. Bishopweannouth Parish Registers. 18. Surtees' "Durham" I., 229. 

19. lb., p. 190. 2a M.S. Collection of the late Mr. Robert Surtees, of 
Mainsforth, by permission of Lieut. Colonel H. C. Surtees, D.S.O. 

z. Surtees' " Durham," vol. i., p, a. 

* *' At the entrance of the [South] Porch [at Bishopwearmouth], under a plain 
marble stone, lie interred the bodies of Mr. Ralph Holmes, of Bishopwearmouth, 
and of many of his ancestors." — Surtees* " Durham "I., 229. The stone appears 
to have been removed during the re-building of the Church. The old South Porch 
also appears to have been the burial place of the Goodchild £amily, as evidenced 
by the ground plans of the Church in Mr. Hinde's possession. 

f Arms : Gules a swan areent ducally gorged or. 
Crbst : On a chapeau a heron gorged with a ducal coronet or. 
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(1) Edward (II.) 

(2) Anthony, living in 15 36.1 

II. Edward Dale, of Dalton. 

Who occurs amongst the tenants of Dalton, in 1530, and in 
I539;3 for his lands there he paid 41s. 6d. annually. He married 
and had issue : — 

(I) George (III.) 

(i) Alison, wife of Adam Blakiston, of Seaton, who died 
in 1577.3 

III. George Dale, of Dalton. 

He was a witness to the will, dated 1 563, of Henry Ludworth, of 
Dalton.4 He appears to have held the office of parish clerk, at 
Dalton, in 1578,5 and is mentioned as a tenant there in 1580.6 
Inventory dated 4th November, 161 1, of the goods of George Dale, 
of Dalton, deceased, valued and priced by Thomas Middleton and 
Ralph Blakiston, of Seaton, Adam Holme, of Bishopwearmouth, 
Richard Shaklock, of Morton, John Todd and Henry Ludworth, 
of Dalton; inventory given at £124 5s. 2d.4 Administration of his 
goods was granted to his son Edward for his use and benefit, and 
that of the other children of the intestate, 23rd November, 
161 1.4 He had issue : — 

(1) Edward (IV.) 

(2) Robert, who is mentioned loth July, 1602, in the will of 

George Fell, of Ryhope, as owing the testator 
£13.4 In 1632, he witnessed his sister's will.4 

(i) Alison, wife of Adam Holme, of Bishopwearmouth. 

IV. Edward Dale of Dalton. 

Who, in 1602, was one of the supervisors to the will of George 
Fell, of Ryhope.7 

In 161 5, he acquired a tenement in Seaton, by grant from 
Robert Collingwood, which estate he settled on his younger son, 

I. Surtees' "Durham," vol. I, p. 2. 2. Surtees' Society, vol. Iviii., p. 312. 
3. Foster's Durham Visitation Pedigrees, p. 23. 4. Durham Probate Court 
5. Surtees' Society, vol. xxii., p. 47. 6. Surtees' Society, vol. Ixxxii., p. 218. 
7. Durham Probate Court. 
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Ralph Dale, of Slingley» in 1643.2 In i6i8» he witnessed the wiU 
of his brother-in-law, Adam Holme ;i and he was also one of the 
witnesses to the will of Thomas Gregson, of Murton, dated 33rd 
July, 1629.1 He married and had issue : — 

(1) George, who occurs as son and heir of Edward Dale, 

of Dalton, in 1622. He was presumably father of 
Edward Dale, of Dalton-le-Dale, who married 
Eleanor, daughter and co-heir of Anthony Shadforth, 
of Tunstall, and died intestate, leaving a daughter, 
Anne, who married her cousins, first, Ralph Delaval 
(grandson of Thomas Delaval yvr/ uxons of Hetton, 
and his wife, Elizabeth, widow of Francis James, 
of Washington), and secondly, John Dale. 

(2) Ralph (V.) 

Y. Ralph Dale, of Slingley. 

His father settled upon him his Seaton esUte in 1643.2 He 
married , and had issue : — 

(i) Edward, who was aged 20 on 17th October, 1664, when 
the Bishop leased lands in Tunstall for the natural 
lives of Edward Dale, son of Ralph Dale, deceased, 
and two others, to Thomas Ayre, who on the 29th 
April, 1669^ "out of natural affection," and for 
payment, conveyed lands in Tunstall to the said 
Edward Dale.3 He was married, licence dated 
2 1st October, 1672, described in the bond as of 
Bishopwearmouth, yeoman, the bondsman being 
Anthony Dale, of Durham, merchant,3 to Joan 
Shipperdson. An account of his descendants is 
given in Mr. Surtees' ''Durham" I., 251. 

(i) Margery, who married 30th November, 1666^ John 
Goodchild, of Pallion. 

I. Durham Probate Court. 2. Surtees' " Durham " I., p. 27$. 

3. Marriage Bonds at Durham. 
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Ths Family or Twxnttman, of Middle Hsrrinoton. 

This surname is of the class derived from occupations, and 
signifies " the twinterman," or a person who tended twinters, or 
two yecir old beasts. Of North English origin, it is still familiar in 
Cumberland. I 

The first of the family to settle in the Parish of Houghton-le- 
Spring was — 

h John Twentiman, of Esh. 

Who married 23rd May, 1633,2 3 Jane, daughter of William 
Chilton the younger, of Newbottle3 and Herrington Mill, and had 
issue : — 

(i) Bryan, baptised 7th March, 1633-4.3 

(2) John (II.) 

(3) William, buried 3rd May, 1670.2 
(i) Anne, baptised 3rd June, 1638.2 
(2) Jane, buried i8th March, 1667.2 

Mr. Twentiman, on 27th January, 1652, had a grant from 
Michael Watson and Dorothy, his wife, of twelve acres of land, 
and two pastures on the moor, situated in Middle Herrington.4 

He resided at Offerton until about 1660, when he removed to 
Middle Herrington. He was buried 15th July, 1678,2 his wife 
having predeceased him. She was buried 24th May, 1654.2 

IL John Twentyman, of Middle Herrington. 

Baptised 17th August, 1645; 2 married (then described as of 
East Herrington), 28th September, 1678,2 Elizabeth, dau. of 

Sharpe, of North Biddick, in Washington Parish, and 

by her (who was buried 8th September, 17 15,) 2 had an only 
child : — 

(I) Jane (III.) 

I. Canon Bardsley's " Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames," 1901, 
p. 772. 2. Houghton- le-Spring Parish Registers. 3. Esh Parish 

Kegisters. 4. Snrtees* ''Durham" I., p. 191. 
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Mr. Twentyman's will,7 dated 20th October, 1704, proved in 
1705, contains legacies to his wife Elizabeth, to his daughter Jane 
and her children, and to John Ranson, son of George Ranson, of 
Silksworth. He was buried 3rd May, 1705.2 

IIL Jane Twentyman. 

Bom in i6Sofi married (articles before marriage dated 2nd 
May, 1696) 28th May, 1696, John Goodchild, of Pallion,3 and 
succeeded to the Herrington property on her father's death in 
May, 1705. 

Thx Laurence Family. 

1. John Laurence.^ 

Clerk in Holy Orders ; Viceu- of St Martin's, Stamford BarcHi, 
Co. Northampton; instituted 4th October, 1666.^ Prebendary of 
Sutton-in-the-Marsh, Lincoln Cathedral; installed i6th September, 
1668.^ 

He married Elizabeth,^ daughter of — — . , who was living 
lOth May, 1700, and had issue : — 

(I) John (IL) 

2. Houghton-le-Spring Parish Registers. 6. Sortees' *' Durham " I., a4a 
7. Durham Probate Court 

a. He may probably be identified with John Lawrence, who was admitted as 
a sisar at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 6th June, 1650, and is described only 
as ** of Bedfordshire." He took his B.A. degree in 1653, but there is no other 
information about him in the Coll^ Books. He was perhaps related to Charles 
Lawrance (or Lawrence), rector of Upper Stondon, Beds., wno was living in 1640 
(See GemaicgUa Btdfordmuis^ by F. A. Blaydes). A John Laurence componnded 
for the first-fruits of the Rectory of Greetham, Lmcolnshire, 8th February, 
1656-7, his bondsmen being Andrew Arnold, of Marorre-in-the>Fen, and Robert 
Burrough, of Moreby, Co. Lincoln, Clerk (" First-Fruits Composition Books," 
xxii.), and had ceased to hold that living in 167 1, when the register is first signed 
by the Rector. 

b. ** Notes and Queries,*' 22nd December, 1860^ 

c. Browne Willis' "Cathedrals," Lincoln, p. 250. — He compounded for 
the first-fruits, ist December, 1668, his bondsmen being Cromwell Death, of 
Furnival's Inn, sent., and Robert Stubbs, of Barnard's Inn. ("First-Fruits 
Composition Books," xxiv., fol. 271). 

d. Pedigree registered at the College of Heralds by the late Mr. R. L. 
Pemberton. 
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(2) Edward, baptised at Stamford, 21st October, 1674, an 

eminent land surveyor and agriculturist Member 
of the Spalding and Stamford Societies, and co- 
founder with William Stukeley and George Lynn 
in 1736 of the Brazen-nose Society at Stamford. 
Author of "The Young Surveyor's Guide," i2mo., 
London, 17 16, "The duty of a Steward to his 
Lord," etc.* 

(3) Charles, j^ baptised at Stamford, 15th August, 1677. 

Admitted Clare Hall, Camb., 6th October, 1696; 
B.A., 1703;/ Rector of Stoke Day, Rutland; 
instituted nth June, 1755. Married Helen, dau. of 

, and had issue. He died at Holyoke, 

5th June, i766.<' 

(i) Mary,^ baptised at Stamford, 25th October, 1671. 

(2) Hannah,^ living a minor 25th August, 1699.^ 

The will of the Rev. Mr. Laurence is dated loth May, 1700, 
and was proved at Lincoln, 15th June, 1710,^ by his son Edward, 
the executor. His successor at St. Martin's was instituted 26th 
September, 1700, "upon the death of Jno. Lawrence." 

IL John Laurence, Clerk in Holy Orders.^ i 

Baptised at Stamford, 27th October, 1668. Admitted Clare 
Hall, Cambridge, 20th May, 1685 ; B.A., 1688;/ Fellow of Clare, 
1691 ; M. A., 1692 \p Rector of Yelvertoft, Northamptonshire ; 
instituted 20th May, 1700; Rector of Bishopwearmouth, 1721 ; 



</. Pedigiee r^stered at the College of Heralds by the late Mr. R. L. 
Pemberton. 

i. Dictionary of National Biography, xxxii., p. 204. Dr. Stukeley's " Diaries 
and Letters," vol. i., pp. 427, 431, 405 ; vol. ii, p. 300; vol. iil, pp. 18, 39, 49, 
51, 461. (Surtees Society, vols. 73, 76, 80). 

/ GraduaH CantoMgunsis : 1669— ISiS, p. 284. 

^. " The Ancestor " V., p. 96. 

4. Dictionary of National Biography. 

i SufuUrland Library Circular ^ II., zxziii. 

/. GraduaH CantaMgiinses : I669—-I8SS. 

/. " The Dictionary of National Biography " gives the date of his B.A. 
degree as 1668, which is quite erroneous. 
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Prebendary of Sanun, and Chaplain to the Bishop of 

Author of "The Clergyman's Recreation/' 1714, "New Systieni 

of Agriculture/' 1726^ etc. 

He married Mary (according to family traditions, a daughter 
or granddaughter of Dr. Thomas Goodwin, the famous Puritan 
divine), «i and had issue : — 

(I) John (IIL) 

(i) Mary, baptised at Yelvertoft, 5th February, 1702; died 
young, 

(3) Elizabeth, baptised at Yelvertoft, 30th December, 1 703 : 
married 28th September, 1727, John Goodchild, of 
PaIIion«A 

(3) Penelope, baptised at Yelvertoft, nth April, 1710; 

married i ith December, 1740^ John Pemberton, of 
Bainbridge Holme.^- 

(4) Anne, baptised at Yelvertoft, 31st May, 171 2; died 

young. 

(5) Eleanor, baptised at Yelvertoft, 13th August, 17 14; 

married at Ryton, Co. Durham, 25th June, 1741, 
Edward Dale,^ of Tunstall. 

The Rev. Mr. Laurence<^ died 17th May, 1732, and is buried in 
the Chancel of Bishopwearmouth Church.'* His will dated 17th 
September (Codicil 25th October), 1731, was proved at Durham, 
2ist July, 1732, by his widow. She died at Bishopwearmouth in 
I746^«i her will dated 26th November, 1736^ was proved at 
Durham, 23rd April, 1747. 

IIL John Laurence, Clerk in Holy Orders. 

i. Bishopweannouth Parish Registers. 

/. R3rton Parish Register (Durham and Northumberland Parish Register 
Society, p. 67). 

m. ** Notes and Queries," 22nd December, i860. 

n. M.I. Bishopwearmouth Church. 

a A copper-plate engraving of Rector Laurence from a painting formerly in 
PalUon Hall is prefixed to his "Clergyman's Recreation," and has since been 
reproduced in the Sundtrland JJIfrary Circwiar^ October, 1902. 
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Baptised at Yelvertoft, 26th June, 1705; of Clare Hall, 
Cambridge; B.A., 1726; M.A., 1732,-w Curate of Bishopwear- 
mouth, circa I73a^ Afterwards held the livings of Little 
Thurrock, Essex, and of High Rooding in the same County; and 
a Lectureship at St. Peter-le-Poor, Broad Street, London.^ He 
was appointed Minister of St Mary Aldermanbury, London, in 
17659 which cure was vacated by his death in April, 1791.'^ 

He married firstly, a daughter of a London bookseller, and 
had issue an only son,r 

Gerald (IV.) 

Mr. Laurence married secondly, Rebecca, only child and 
heiress of Cornelius Manley, of Erbistock, Co. Denbigh;^ she 
was executrix to her husband, and died s.p. His will, dated loth 
June, 1790, was proved 19th April, \^^\.u 

IV. Crerald Laurence. 

Senior Captain 57th Foot in 1779, resigned his commission in 
1780,1^ was living in 1790, and then married,^ but died s,p,u v 

The arms of Laurence have been quartered by the Pemberton 
family, Co. Durham, as representing one of the co-heiresses in 
blood of the Rector of Bishopwearmouth. 

Ths Descendants of the Marriage of Penelope Laurence 
GooDCHiLD WITH Philip Jackson, OF West Rainton Haix. 

L Philip Jackson. 

Bom 23rd May, N.S., 1715.x This gentleman when young 
travelled in Italy, where he acquired a great taste for music and 



q. Garbntt's History of Sunderland. 

r, GitOUman^s Magamnt^ 1791, p. 388. 

s, Henness/s Nevum Jiiptrt^rmm EccUnasUeum Parochiale Londi$unse. 

t Burke's " Landed Gentry," sub "Manley." 

u, ««The Ancestor," V., p. 96. 

V, Family Papers. 

fcr. GraduaU CarUaMgUuses : 1669-18$S. 

X, Family Papers. 
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architecture; he acquired lands in Leyton and Waltfaamstow. 
Essex, and personalty under the will, proved P.C.C. 1756, of John 
Phillipps (a younger son of Sir Ambrose Phillipps, of Garendon 
Park, Co. Leicester, and a Turkey merchant), who refers to him as 
his "good friend" and ''companion."i He married 23rd June, 
1757, Penelope Laurence, fourth daughter of John Goodchild, of 
Pallion,3 whk:h lady died 5th August, 1830^ at Hougfat(»-le- 
Spring,5 and had issue : — 

(1) John (IL) 

(2) Philip, of Russell Square, London, married Catherine, 

dau. of Thomas Williams, of Ewell, Co. Surrey, 
who married Mary, dau. of Thomas Rudd, of 
Durham,' d.s.p.i 4 

(3) James, of Eppleton Field House, Co. Durham, J.P.; 

Captain of the East India ship, "Camatic"; married 
in London, i8th January, 1796^ Harriot Goodchild, 
and had issue five sons, who all d.s.p., and five 
daughters. He died at his residence, "Little 
Eppleton," Newport, Barnstable, Devon, nth 
January, 1866, aged 98.1 4 

(4) William, Clerk in Holy Orders ; Rector of Pitsford ; 

married 12th November, 1799, Harriett, dau. of 
Thomas Williams, of Ewell. The family of Percival, 
of Kimsbury House, Gloucester, derive from their 
youngest daughter, i 4 

(5) Wildy Thomas, who died in 1795, aged 20. t 4 

(i) Elizabeth, married her kinsman, Gilbert Slater, after- 
wards of West Rainton Hall (son of Gilbert Slater, 
of Stepney, Middlesex, by his wife, Rachel 
Goodchild). She died 24th January, 1797, and is 
buried in Houghton Churchyard, i 4 



I. Family Papers. a. Surtees' '* Durham " IV., 107. 

3. A portrait of this lady by Medhurst is still preserved in the fiiimily. 

4. "The Ancestor" V., pp. 97-S. 

5. Durham Adviriiur^ 6th August, 183a 
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(2) Penelope, married 1792, Benjamin Dunn, of Hougfhton- 

le-Spring,6 who died in iSoo, ag^ed 35, and had 
issue, a daughter, Penelope Mary, who married her 
cousin, John Jackson, of Hurworth, and two 
sons: — 7 10 

(a) Benjamin, bom 24th December, 1794; 
married 21st May, 1832, Elizabeth Anne, 
daughter of Robert Allan, of Newbottle, 
by his wife, Hannah, daughter of William 
Havelock, of Sunderland, and died s,p, 
1 8th October, 1868; his wife predeceased 
him 25th December, 1854.7 

{b) Philip James, of Houghton-le-Spring ; bom 
24th December, 1799; niarried 7th August, 
1838, Jane Sarah, dau. of lames Rand, who 
died 29th March, 1848; re-married 27th 
January, 1852, Henrietta, dau. of Henry 
James Ellis; had issue by both. Mr. 
Dunn died nth January, 1864.7 

(3) Frances Isabella, died in 1781, aged 10.7 8 

(4) Maria Jane, married 31st October, 1805, the Rev. 

Charles Williams, of Ealing,9 afterwards Rector of 
Barby, son of Thomas Williams, of Ewell. This 
lady was the original painter of the view of Pallion 
Hall now in the possession of Miss Gillbee. Her 
daughter McU'ia Jane married the Rev. Charles 
Gillbee, who succeeded his father-in-law as Rector 
of Barby, and had issue. 7 8 

Mr. Jackson died loth October, 1792, and he and his wife are 
buried outside the south side of the Chancel, in Houghton-le- 
Spring Churchyard. 10 



6. NeufcastU Advertiser, 20th October, 1792— Mr. Dunn was the eldest son 
of Mr. Ben. Dunn, of Durham (afterwards of West Rainton Hall), who died 3rd 
December, 1812, aged 8a 

7. Family Papers. 8. " Ancestor " V. pp. 97-8. 
9. NeuKOStie Advertiser^ 9th November, 1805. 

10. M.I. Houghton-le-Spring. 
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1 1. John Jackson, of Hill House, Walthamstow.xa 

Bom in Great Ormond Street, London, ist July, 1758; married 
4th September, 1783,13 Sarah, dau. of George Vaug-han, of Gravel 
Lane, Southwark, and had issue, besides eight daughters, six 
sons : — 

(i) John, died an infant. n 

(2) John (III.) 

(3) James Henry, died unmarried." 

(4) Philip, married, but died j./.n 

(5) William, an Officer in the Army, died unmarried. 

(6) Edward, an Officer in the Army, married Susan 

Elizabeth, dau. of Colonel John Roderic Meiselbach, 
and died in India, 23rd May, 1834, leaving issue. n 

Mr. Jackson died at Ramsgate, 17th March, 1828. " U 

The last surviving grandchild of Philip and Penelope Jackson 
was Emily Sarah, youngest daughter of John Jackson (bom 3rd 
March, 1803; married 30th March, 1832, George Upward), who 
died 28th February, 1895, in her ninety-second year.* The lives 
of her grandmother, Mrs. P. L. Jackson, and herself cover the 
unusual period of over 160 years. Her grandmother, whom she 
visited at Houghton-le-Spring in her youth, could remember the 

11. Family Papers. 

12. Lyson's " Environs of London," vol. i.. Part 2, p. 708. 

13. London Morning ChronicU, 5th September, 1783. 

14. Newcastle Courani, 29th March, 1828. 
* She had issue three daughters : — 

(1) Emily Sarah, bom 9th June, 1833; married at Richmond, Surrey, 

26th June, 1 861, George Clench Bellewes, Clerk in Holy Orders; 
died 1st June, 1882, leaving issue, besides a daughter, Ethel 
Mary: — 

{a) George Oliver, of Brasenose College, Oxford, M. A. ; and 
of the Middle Temple, barrister-at-law. 

{i>) Cecil Tait, of Queens* College, Cambri(^, B.A. ; Clerk 
in Holy Orders ; married and has issue. 

(2) Caroline Emma, married 12th June, 1854, Charles Drew, and has 

issue a daughter. 

(3) Maria Jackson, married (i) at Aldeburgh, 14th August, 187 1, James 

Anderson, Q.C., a Master of the Bench of the Middle Temple; 
(ii), at Valetta, Malta, 25th March, 1889, Norman Norman-Hill, 
M.R.N. ; living a widow j./. 



burial of the Goodchild family plate in fear of the Scottish 
invasion, in 1745. 

III. John Jackson, of Hurworth, Co. Durham. 

Bom July 20th, I794;i5 married at Hatton, Co. Warwick, i8th 
September, 1832, his cousin, Penelope Mary, daughter of Benjamin 
Dunn, 16 and died 25th September, 1867, leaving* a son, 

IV. Laurence Jackson, of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
M.A. ; Clerk in Holy Orders ; Rector of Barby, near Rugby. 

He married at St. Luke's, Chelsea, 29th July, 1873, Mary Anna, 
dau. of John Peck Margetts, M.A., Cantab. ; died 5th November, 
1876, leaving, besides a daughter Ada Mary, a son, 

V. Arthur Laurence Jackson, now of Barby Lodge, Lillington, 
Co. Warwick. 



The compiler of the above wishes to thank Mr. G. O. Bellewes 
and Captain Haslewood, R.N., for extracts from the Jackson and 
Goodchild family papers ; the Rev. T. Randell, D.D., Rector of 
Sunderland, the Rev. Canon Brown, M.A., Rector of Houghton-le- 
Spring, and the Rev. George Jepson, M. A., Vicar of Lanchester, 
for permission to make prolonged researches in their respective 
Parish Registers; also Mr. Reginald Peacock, for extracts from 
his collection of local deeds. 



15. Family Papers. 16. Dur Aam Advtriis^r, 26ih Octohet, 1$^. 



ROWLAND WETHERALD. PRINTER (1727-1791). 

By B, R. Hill. 
Read on December 2nd, 1902. 



The earliest reference to the Wetherald family at present 
known is contained in the Parish Reg^ister of Great Salkeld, 
Cumberland. There we have under date October 14th, 1695, the 
entry of the birth of a son to Thomas Wetherald. The said 
Thomas was church-warden there in 1705.* 

Rowland Wetherald, son of John, presumably son of Thomas 
before-mentioned, was born in the year 1727. The entry in the 
Birth Register is as follows: — A.D. 1727, Rowland, son of John 
Wetherald, baptised April 13th. Of his boyhood and early 
manhood there does not appear to be any record, though it is 
evident that he made some contribution to learning earlier than 
1760, as on the title-page of "The Perpetual Calculator" (which 
was published at Newcastle in that year), his own name is 
followed by the pen name "Philomath." "The Calculator" was 
issued by Messrs. I. Thompson and Co.. At the back of the title 
there is an advertisement intimating that he taught Arithmetic, 
Astronomy, Architecture, Navigation, Gunnery, etc., at his house 
in Great Saikeld, near Penrith, Cumberland, and that boarding 
could be had on easy terms. 

In an account of the Wetherald family in 18 18, it states that 
he came to Sunderland about 1762, as a teacher of Mathematics. 
He began business as a printer in the High Street, and afterwards 
removed to Maude's Lane, where he carried on his business till 
his death. In 1765, it is recorded on the family tombstone in 
Bishopwearmouth Churchyard that he buried his wife Mary, and 
his eldest daughter Mary. He married again, as the following 
extract from the Bishopwearmouth Registers shows : — 

* Loftie's Great Salkeld : its Rectors and History, p. 97-98. 



n7 

Rowland Wetherald and Ann Copland, both of this parish, 
married by license, iith September, 1768, by Thomas 
Birkett. 

Witnesses :— Jane Bell, Jo. Garthwaite. 

What induced him to settle here cannot now be determined, 
but probably his knowledge of navigation would have something 
to do with it. For a long period of eighteen years, all that is 
chronicled of the Wetherald family is to be found on the tomb- 
stone before referred to. 

The entries are : — 

Mary, their eldest daughter, died — th March, 1765, aged 9 
years. 

Rowland, their second son, died 16th February, 1769, aged 18 
years. 

Elizabeth, their second daughter, died November 28th, 1782, 
aged 24 years. 

William, their fourth son, died 21st June, 1782, aged 23 years. 

John, the eldest son, was in early life, a clock and watchmaker, 
and also an engraver, somewhere in Bishopwearmouth. His wife 
was a daughter of George Walton, who left her an annuity of £40, 
and an equivalent sum for a certain number of years for the 
education of her children. In later life, John apparently did 
little as a clock and watchmaker, but he was often occupied, on 
account of his neat hand-writing, in copying deeds and other 
documents. For some time he acted as clerk to Mr. John Wright, 
Attomey-at-Law, and is even described in one instance as an 
Attorney himself, i It was his custom to keep a record of all 
monies received and expended. Some of these records have 
been preserved and are in the possession of one of his descend- 
ants, who now kindly permits me to make some extracts. They 



I. John Wetherald, Wearmouth, son of John Wetherald, Attorney, and 
Mary his wife, late Walton, March 15th, 1799, aged 9. — Extract from Bishopwear- 
mouth Parish Register. 
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of interest, and add not a little to our scanty knowledg^e of 
Sunderland's first printer. 

He records under date : — 

Oct 6th» 1786. Cash paid my father for the boarding, 

clothing, and educating of my son Rowland 
for half a year, being the last payment of 
the third year. ... ... £7 

On April 2nd, 1787, a similar payment is made, and on April 24th, 

1787, he says : — Paid my father for coals 
to the school fire. ... ... 2/- 

These entries show that the father was still engaged in 
scholastic work. The last recorded payments to his father for 
teaching, read as follows : — 

March 2gth, 1 788. Paid my father the remainder of Rowland's 

half-year's board, etc. ...£5 19 o 

School fire for the winter season. 2 o 

May 17th, 1788. Paid my father in part of Rowland's 

board. ... ... ...£i i o 

Rowland Wetherald died on June loth, 1791, aged 64 years. 
It states on the tombstone that he was the first to set up printing 
in Sunderland, and the " Newcastle Courant " on June 25th of 
the same year, in recording his death, says : — 

** He was a printer in Sunderland, and author of 'The Perpetual 
Calculator.' " 

There is nothing to show, however, that he was actually 
engaged in printing himself, but we have evidence that one of the 
family was so employed. On this specimen,^ a play-bill dated 
17th January, 1781, appears the imprint of T. Wetherald, Maude's 
Lane. The press remained in the hands of the family for about 
five years after the death of Rowland, as this entry in the son's 
book shows : — 



* Exhibited at the meeting. 



ti9 . 

Feb. 24th, 1796. Boatage* for Robert to distribute the type, 

d>\#a ••• ••■ ••• jbU* 

Then follows the record of the negotiations for disposing of 
the plant 

March 5th, 1 796. Postage of letter from Wm. Hallgarth, about 

type ... ... ... 4^^* 

March iGth, 1796. Postage of a letter from Wm. Hallgarth, 

about type ... ... ... 4^d. 

Sept. 27th, 1796. Postage of a letter to the "Hue and Cry," 

to advertise the sale of the printing type 
by private contract ... ... 2d. 

Jan. 2 1 St, 1797. Advertising the printing type and materials 

in the " Newcastle Courant " on the ist 
of October, I796,t paid Mr. Edward 
Walker, the printer ... ... 4s. 6d. 

May 2nd, 1797. Postage of a letter from Hallgarth about 

appointing a day to view the type, etc., 4^. 

Sept. 2nd, 1797. Cash received in part from Wm. Hallgarth 

for all the type and printing materials, 

£10 10 o 

Dec. i6th, 1797. Cash received of Wm. Hallgarth, jr., of 

South Shields, the second payment for the 
type, press and materials. £10 10 o 

Brockie, in his " Sunderland Notables " informs us that Miss 
Wetherald, daughter of Rowland Wetherald, was a bookseller. 
Her shop was in High Street under the Subscription Library. 
Mr. R. Renney, Parish Clerk, about the year 1810, bought her 
stock, consisting of some cart-loads of books, for a few shillings 
it is stated, but this may be an exaggeration. 

* From this entry and other records it is quite evident that some members of 
the fiimily resided for some time at Monkwearmouth. 

f This particular isstte is missinp; from the file preserved at " The Journal '* 
Office, and there is not a ile in the British Museum. 
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Mary, daugfhter of John Wetherald, who died 2nd June, 1821. 
was married on February 4th, 1799^ to John Wright, the attorney, 
who occasionally employed her father. 

The family tombstone of the Wright's adjoins the Wetherald's, 
and thereon is recorded : — 

John Wright, of Bishopwearmouth, Gentleman, died lOth January, 
1834, aged 80; and Mary his widow, died ist October, 
i^54f aged 77 years. Frances Wright, their daughter 
and first child, died 14th September, 181 1, aged 12. 

There is at Great Salkeld, a rebuilt farm-house known as 
Wetherald House. The original house was no doubt the former 
home of the family.^ 



* Loftie's ** Great Salkeld: its Rectors and History," p. 97. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 



The membership of the Society now stands at lOi. Twenty 
have been elected during the year, two have resigned and two 
died. 

The Meetings have been well-attended and several interesting 
Papers read, some of which will be of permanent value when 
printed in "The Antiquities of Sunderland." 

Your Council, however, think it right to point out that good 
and interesting as the Papers have been, they were contributed 
by only a very few of the Members. The Council would urge 
all Members to take part in this primary work by contributing 
Notes and Papers on matters of local interest. 

There have been eight General Meetings during the Session, 
and the following is a list of the Papers read : — 

" The Sunderland Ferry," Rev. J. T. Middlemiss. 

" Extracts from the Monkwearmouth Parish Registers," Mr. 
H. M. Wood, B.A. 

'* Life of St Godric, the Hermit of Finchale," Mr. James 
Patterson. 

"Some Notes on early Railway Travelling in the North," 
Rev. R. A. Waters, D.C.L. 



« 



The Copperas Works of Deptford," Mr. Grainger Heslop. 



"Notes on a visit to Dalden Tower and Dalton-le-Dale 
Church," Mr. R. Anderson Aird. 

"Extracts from Whitburn Parish Registers," Mr. James 
Patterson. 

" Family of Goodchild, of Pallion Hall : Relatives, Ancestors, 
and Descendants," Mr. H. R. Leighton. 

" A Note on Rowland Wetherald," Mr. B. R. Hill. 
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An address was g^iven by Rev. D. S. Boutflower, M.A., on 
•* The Life and work of the Venerable Bede." 

During the Session three Out-door Meetings have been held, 
namely : — . 

Ushaw College on July 5th. 

Brancepeth Castle and Church on August 3rd. 

St. Benet's Monastery on November 8th. 

These Meetings were only moderately attended by the 
Members, but were much appreciated. Thanks are due to 
Monsignor Corbishley, Viscount Boyne, and the Very Rev. 
Father Stebbing for their good offices on these occasions. 

A start has been made with the printing of the Papers of the 
Society. On the suggestion of the President, the title, ''The 
Antiquities of Sunderland and Vicinity," was chosen ; Volume i 
(being Papers read during the first Session), was issued in 
September, and Volume 2 for 190 1, is now in the Press. The 
issue has undoubtedly been the means of securing many new 
members. 

A number of valuable presents have been received, a list of 
which is given below : — 

Mr. G. W. Bain. — Map of Duriiam, circa 1800. IllustraUons of 
Durham County, extracted from Allom's Views. 

Mr. C. L. Cummings. — Warrant for swearing at Bedlington, 
dated March sth, 174 1-2. Plan of the mouth of the 
Wear, <fec., 1737. 

Mr. Grainger Heslop (per Mr. Thos. Ray). — Manuscript descrip- 
tion of Deptford Copperas Works.* Photograph of Mr. 
John Inman. 

Mr. R. Hodgson. — Photograph of St. Andrew's Church, Dalton* 
le-Dale, and description. 

Mr. J. G. Kirtley, J. P., Mayor of Sunderland. — Four Proclama- 
tions by King Edward VII. 

* For this description see p. 125. 
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Mr. John Moore, Beckenham.— Four Drawing's by J. Ewbank. 
Todd's "Life of Jack Crawford," 1889. Pedigrees, 
extinct Baronetcies in Durham and Northumberland. 
Grange Tracts. Henderson's "Notes on the Folk-lore 
of the Northern Counties and Borders," 1879. Brockie's 
" Legends and Superstitions of the County of Durham," 
1886. Taylor Potts' "History of Sunderland," 1892. 
Collingwood's "Dr. Cowan and the Grange School," 
1897. Speed's Map of Durham, 16 10. 

Mr. E. W. B. Nicholson, M.A. — Three Photographs of the 
Nicholson family. 

Mr. James Patterson. — Address of King Edward VIL to the 
Princes and People of India, Feb. 4th, 1901. Sunderland 
Coronation Souvenir, 1902. 

Rev. T. Randell, D.D.— Order from the Council, Whitehall, 
amending the Litany, Nov. 13th, 190 1. 

Mr. Thomas Ray. — View of Sunderland Pier, 1822, framed. 

Mr. F. S. Scales.— View of Deptford Paper Mills, 1834. 

Mr. Harold Scurfield, M.D. — Annual Reports of the Health, Ac., 
of Sunderland, i89&-i90i. 

Mr. Christopher Thompson. — Two Photographic Reproduc- 
tions: — To the workmen employed in the Bishopwear- 
mouth Iron Works, 183a Aid. Wm. Thompson's Election 
Address, 1834. 

Miss Reay has kindly given permission to reproduce the 
Photograph of the Bishopwearmouth Bowling Club Medal 
exhibited at the March Meeting. 

Your Council begs to tender cordial thanks to the Readers of 
the Papers; to the Exhibitors and Donors of antiquarian relics; 
to the local press for their reports of the meetings; and to all 
who have in any way promoted the interests of the Society. 

JAMES PATTERSON, Chairman of Council. 
B. R. HILL, Hon. Sec. 
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THE COPPERAS WORKS AT DEPTFORD, 

SUNDERLAND. • 
By Grainger Heslop. 



These works were established about the year 1772, by Messrs. 
Taylor & Inman. The pyrites then used were collected from 
Lyme, in Dorsetshire, of which a great quantity was laid down 
at an expense of 30/- per ton. 

After Mr. Taylor's death, or withdrawal, the operations were 
conducted by Mr. Inman, who built Deptford Hall and lived 
there; he died somewhere about 1780, unmarried. The next 
proprietor was Mr. John Biss, a friend of the late Mr. Inman. 

Mr. Biss inherited the works, the Diamond Hall Farm, the 
Havanna Field and the River Side Quays, including that lately 
in possession of Mr. Woods. Mr. Biss died in 1787, and was 
succeeded by his son Mr. Robert Biss, who conducted the works 
until 1804, when he took into partnership Mn Bernard Ogden, 
who soon after manufactured Glaubers and Epsom Salts in 
addition to Copperas. This continued until about 1820, when 
Mr. Ogden purchased the manufactory, being the whole of the 
waterside field, together with the Quay belonging to that portion 
of the estate, and in 1826, Pyroligneous retorts were fixed, and 
the manufacture of Acetate of Soda commenced. 

In 1838, Mr. Ogden retired, and was succeeded by Dr. Ogden, 
his third son ; Mr. Ogden died on the 13th April, 1850, at the age 
of 81. Dr. Ogden extended the manufacture of Acetate of Soda 
and Acetic Acid, until the works became probably the largest of 
the kind in existence, and retired in 1869, when his younger 
brother, Mr. John Maude Ogden, succeeded him, and carried on 
the works up to the time of his decease in 1892. His Executors 
continued the business until they sold the estate to Messrs. 
William Doxford & Sons, in 1896, and in 1902, the latter razed 
the old Hall to the ground for the extension of their works. 

* This is referred to on p. 122. 
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Jane, 28; Rev. John, 17, 28. 

Heslop, Grainger, Deptford Copperas 
Works, 125. 

Hewison, Eliz., 67 ; Rebekah, 67. 

Hickes (Hicks), Alice, 44 ; Eleanor, 
44 ; John, Rector of Whitburn, 44, 
47, 72; Rich., 47; Rich., Rector of 
Whitburn, 48^ 49, 56, 72 ; Ursula, 
47. 

Hill, B. R., Rowland Wetherald, 
Printer (1727-1791), 116-120. 

Hilton Family, see Hylton. 

Hindes, Andrew, 27 ; Mary, 27. 

Hindmarsh, John, 21. 

Hinton, Edward, Rector of Whitburn, 
43, 52, 57. 61, 65, 73. 

Hitchcock, Wm. Maunder, Rector of 
Whitburn, 74. 

Hobson, Rev. Thos., 60. 

Hodgson, Hannah, 23 ; Michael, 20 ; 
Ralph, 83 ; Robt., 2a 

Hogg, Isab., 21 ; Mary, 21 ; Wm., 21. 

Holmden, Edward, 99. 

Holme (Holmes, Hollme, Houlme, 
Hulm, Hulme), Adam, 79, 91, 95, 
98, 100, loi, 103, 105, 106; Alice, 
100, lOi ; Anne (Annas), 100, 10 1, 
102, 103 ; Arthur, 97 ; Bridget, loi, 
102, 103, Elias, 95 ; Eliz., 100 ; 
Ellen, 104; Felicia, 96; Frances, 
79, 91, loi, 103; Geoff, 95, 97; 
Geo., 98, 90, 100, loi, 102 ; Jas. 
(Jas. de), 96, 97 ; Joan (or Janet), 
100 ; John, 95, 96, 97, 99, 103, 104 ; 
Laurence, 96; Marg., 98; Marie, 
98, 99 ; Nich., 98, 100; Paul, 95 ; 
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Holme (cont.) : — 

Ralph (Ralph). 96, 97, 98. loi, io«, 
103, 104; kaiiulpb 95; Rich., 97, 
104 ; Robt., 96, 97» 9^ ; Rowland, 
^, 99 ; Thos., 95, 97, 98. 99. i<» ; 
Thomasine, 104 ; Wm., 96, 98, 100. 

HoughtoD-le-Spring, 32, 60, 70, 84, 86, 
107, 112, 113, 114, "5; Church, 
45; Churchyard, U2; Kepier 
GrammajT SchooU 38» ^ ^h 62. 

Howe, J. J., 102. 

Hubbach, Hannah, 20. 

Hudleston, Eliz., 26 ; Wm., 26. 

Hudson, Agnes, 64. 

Hunter, W., 65. 

Huntley (Huntlye), Anne, 79, ^> 93 > 
Isabel, 80 i Jane, 77 ; Nich., 80 ; 
Rich., 77, 79 ; Robt., 80 ; Wm., 77. 

Huntingdon, John, 27. 

Hustler, Sir Wm., 7. 

Hutchinson, Chris., 93; Cuth., 67; 
Edwd., 53 ; John, 22, 39 ; Jos., 23 ; 
Mary, 43 ; Sarah, 19 ; Thos., 54, 
55 ; Wm., 20. 

Hylton (Heylton, Hilton), Anne, 14 ; 
Hy., Baron, 14; John, Baron, 14; 
John, 24 ; Marg., 14 ; Rich., Baron, 

14. 

Hylton (Hilton), 14, 15; The Castle, 
345 The Ferry, 18, 19, 24, 25. 

Ivison, Ann, 17, 25 ; Edwd. Henton, 
25; Elis., 24; Henrietta, 17; 
Isab., 16, 17, 24, 25 ; Rev. Jonathan, 
14, 16, 17, 20, 24, 25, 26, 54. 

Jackson (Jakeson), Ada Mary, 115; 
Arthur Laurence, 115 ; Benj., 113 ; 
Edmund, Rector of Whitburn, 71 ; 
Edward, 114; Eliz., 112; Emily 
Sarah, 114; Frances Isab., I13 ; 
Jas., 83, 112 ; Jas. Hy., 114 ; John, 
90, 112, 113, 114, 1x5; Laurence, 
115 ; Maria Jane, 113 ; Penelope, 
113; Philip, 84, III, U2, 114; 
Philip Jas., X13; P.L., 114; Robt, 
5, II ; Wildy Thos., 112 ; Wm., 
112, 114- 

James, Eliz., 106 ; Francis, 106 ; Geo., 
20, 26, 27 ; John Ward, 27 ; Maxg., 
20 ; Mary, 2(3, 27 ; Sarah, 26. 

Jeferson, Rich., 76. 

Jepson, Geo., Vicar of Lanchester, 1x5. 



Johnson, Ann, 21, 64; Robt., 56; 
Thos., 21. 

Johnston, John, 27. 

Jones, Franceier, 17 ; Inigo, 17 ; 
Mirriadatts, 17. 

Kidson, Geo., 27 ; Geo. Ruddock, 18 ; 
John, 18; John Pexall, 16, 18; 
Mary, 16, 17, 18, 275 Mary Elixa, 
17; Thos., 16. 17, 18, 26^ 27; 
Wm., 18; W. A., 26. 

Kinsey, Chas., 67. 

Kirk, Jas., 24. 

Kirkeby (Kyrkeby), Thos., Rector of 
Whitburn, 70. 

Kirkupp, Rachel, 21. 

Kirsopp, Wilkinson, 21. 

Kitchen, Edwd, 53. 

Knight, Hy., «2. 

Knipe, John, 28. 

Laing, David, 27 ; Eliz., 28 ; Hannah, 
17; Isab., 27 ; John, 17, 27; Philip, 
28; Thos., 17. 

Lamb, Ann (Anne), 20, 2X, 22 ; Chasi,, 
23; Chris, 20. 

Lambert, Eleanor (Elianor), 44; Ralph, 



Laurence Family, 108. 

Laurence, Anne, no ; Chas., 108, 109; 
Edwd., 109; Eleanor, IIO; Eliz., 
82, no; Gerald, iii; Hannah, 109; 
John, 82, 108, 109, 1 10; Mary, 109^ 
1 10; Penelope, iio. 

Lax, Thos., 64. 

Lee, Edwd., 15; Jane, 22; Jos., 59; 
Mary, 15. 

Leighton, Alice, 92; Eliz., 92; Geo., 
92; H. R., 75; John, 28, 92; 
Robt., 92; Thos., 92; Sir Wm., 
92 ; Wm., 92. 

Leighton, H. R., The Family of 
Goodchild, of Pallion Hall, 75*<I5* 

Lenthall, Wm., Speaker, 80. 

Letteny (Letany, X^etemy, Letteney, 
Lettinie, Lettney, Lettone), John, 
103 ; Thos., 48, $2. 54- 

Lever, Eliz., 97 ; Wm., 97. 

Leys (Lyes), Thos., Rector of Whit- 
bum, 71. 
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Liddell, Robt., 26. 

Lidgerton, Wm., 22. 

Liell, Robt, 90. 

Lilburn (Lilburne, Lilborne, Lyiburnc), 
Chas., 46; Geo., 3S, 44, 45; Isabell, 
44; John, 45, 46; Rich., 44; 
Robt., 45 ; Thos., 45. 

Lindsay, Thos., 65. 

Londonderry, C. W. V., 3rd Marquess, 

33. 
Longbotham, Jonathan, 93. 

Longstaff, Geo., 15, 17, 26; Hannah, 
17, 19. 26; John, 19; Mary, 15, 
20; Robinson, 19; Simon, 24; 
Susannah, 15; Th6s., 15; Rev. 
Wm., 25; Wm., 15, 17. 

Lounde, John, Rector of Whitburn, 71. 

Love, Alice, 26; Edwd., 25, 26. 

Lowes, Ann, 22 ; Francis, 21, 22. 

Ludworth, Hy., 105. 

Lumley, Jane, 94. 

Lupton, Annie Edith, 89 ; John, 89. 

Lynn, Geo., 109. 

Mcdonald, Alex., 64. 

Mcdowel, John, 64; Robt., 64. 

McEwan, Lieut. A J., 88. 

Mcfermling, Sam., 24. 

Mcgee, John, 28. 

McKenzey, Alex., 18; Collin, 18. 

Maha, John, 66. 

Maling, Ann, 18; Eleanor, 18, 19; 
John, 19; Robt., 18, 19. 

Mally Linton's Quay, x. 

Maltman, Jas., 23. 

Manby, Hannah, 20. 

Manley, Cornelius, iii ; Rebecca, 11 1. 

Margetts, Mary Anna, 115; John Peck, 
115. 

Mamhull, Wm., Rector of Whitburn, 
70. 

Marshall, Cuth., Rector of Whitburn, 

71. 
Massy, Hon. Eyre, 92. 

Masterman, Wm., 27. 

Mathew (Mathews, Matthew, Matt- 
hews), Anthony, 54; Hannah, 46; 
{as., 62; Janet, 46; Jonathan, 46; 
ohn, 46; Jos., 21 ; Michael 
(Michaell), 40, 49^ 52, 62 ; Bishop 
Tobie (Tobias), 79^ 103. 



Maxwell (Maxewell), Edwd, 56^ 59; 
Wm.. 55. 

Meggison, Dorothy, 64. 

Meiselbach, Col. John Roderic, 114; 
Susan Eliz., 114. 

Melvin, Hannah, 9a 

Mennell, Eliz., 28. 

Metcalfe, Thos., 21. 

Metforthe, Robt., 66. 

Middlemiss, Rev. J. T., Sunderland 
Ferry, i-ii; 67, 68. 

Middleton, Family of^ of Silksworth, 

97. 
Middleton, Anne, 97 ; Sir Arthur (or Sir 

John), 97 ; Thos., 105. 

Milbanke, Sir Mark, 32; Sir Ralph, 

33. 
Milbum, John, 82. 

Miller (Millir), Frances, 21 ; Jas., 25, 
26; Jane, 25. 

Mills, Jane, 22 ; Thos., 64. 

Milner, Rev. Jas., 87. 

Mitchell, John, 59. 

Mitchelson, Benj., 23. 

Monk, General, 80. 

Moore Family, 77. 

Moore, Anne, 77 ; Jane, 28» 77 ; Rich., 
77 ; Thos., 77 ; Wm., 77. 

Moorhouse, Hy., 2a 

Mordey, John Goodchild, 87; Wm., 

87. 
Morris, Philip, 89. 
Morton. Bridgett, 103 ; Roger, 103. 
Moses, John, 21. 
Mowbray, Eliz., 85; Geo., 85. 
Munday, Rich., 96, 97. 

Musgrave, Chris., 64; Sir Rich., 14; 
Thos., Rector of Whitburn, 72. 

Kesbam, Eli*., 86 ; John, 84, 86 ; Mary, 

84. 
Kewby, Mary, 53. 

Newlands, Eliz., 23. 

Nicholson, Grace, 82; John, 34, 83; 
Rev. Thos., 82. 

Korman-Hill, Norman, 114. 

Northumberland Militia, 27, 28. 

O'Brien, Eleanor, 65. 
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Orchftrd, Wm. dc, Rector of Whitburn, 
70. 

Palmer, Edwd., 28; Eliza, 82; Geo., 
28; Isab., 22; Thoft., 21. 

Parker, John, 22 ; Thos., 22. 

Parkinson, John, 23 ; Joshua, 23. 

Paterson, Ann, 19. 

Patterson (Patteson, Pattison), Alixdr., 

Hi Jfts., 3*; Jo., 54; John, 49, 
$$; Robt. 102. 

Patter<«on, Ja»., Extracts from Whitburn 
Parish Registers, 38-68. 

Peacock, Reg.. 92, 93, 115. 

Pearson, Wm., 58. 

Pemberton Family, iii. 

Pemberton, Eleanor, 16; Eliz., 16, 17, 
18; John, 16, 47, 48, no; Marg., 
18; Penelope Lawrence, 16; Rich., 
16, 17; R. L., 108, 109; Ralph 
Stephen, 16; Thos., 17. 

Penulbury, Adam de, 95. 

Percival Family, 112. 

Phillipps (Phillips), Sir Ambrose, 112; 
Jane, 93; John, 112. 

Pilkington, Leonard, Rector of Whit- 
bum, 43. 47, 71 ; Thos, , 47, 66 ; 
Ursula, 66. 

Pollard, G., 38. 

Popeley, Thos., Rector of Whitburn, 

71 

Popylton, Thos. dc, Rector of Whit- 
bum, 70. 

Porritt, Thos., 22. 

Porter, Jane, 21. 

Potts, Anne, 90; Geo., 20 ; Jane, 20, 
22. 

Pounder, Edwd., 22. 

Powell, Chas., 65. 

Preston, Edwd., 53; Margery, 22, 28 ; 

Ralph, 59, 60. 
Prestwich (Prcstwych), Adam de, 95; 

Alice, 97 ; Edmund, 97 ; Ralph de, 

96. 

Price, Geo. Fredc, Rector of Whitburn, 

74. 
Pruddo, Mary, 21; Robt., 21. 
Pudsey, Bishop Hugh, 4, 9. 

Pulhore, John de. Rector of Whitburn, 
7a 

Punshion, Thos., 62. 



Purvis, Mary, 22. 

Pye, Archdeacon Benj., Rector of Whit- 
burn, so, 56, 57, 58. S9, 67, 73 ; 
Elu., 67. 

Pyle, Jas., 26 ; Robt., 26. 

Radclifie, Alice, 96; Clemency, 97; 
John, 96 ; Wm., 97. 

Raffield, Ann, 21. 

Rand, Jas., 113 ; Jane Sarah, 113. 

Randell, Dr. Thos., Rector of Sunder- 
land, 115. 

Ranson, Geo., 108 ; John, 108. 

Raughton, Thos., 47. 

Raye, Marg., 98. 

Reah, Jacob, 67 ; Jeremiah, 67 ; John, 
67; Wm,67. 

Reed, Ann, 25 ; Eliz., 23 ; Robart, 25. 

Renney, R., 119. 

Reygate (Ryegate), John de. Rector of 
Whitbum, 39, 69. 

I Ricardby, Marg., 23. 

Richardson, David, 18 ; Marg., 18 ; 
Wm., 82; Wm. Lumley, 18. 

Richeson, Thos., 63. 

Robinson (Robison), Eliz., 22 ; Isab., 
20; Jane, 22; John, 27; Maiy, 
23, 27, 28; Matt., 20; Ralph, 104; 
Rich., 59, 104; Rev. Thos., 27, 28. 

Robson, Wm., 22 ; W. Wealands, 3, 7. 

Rooke, Geo., 86 ; Matilda Gertmde, 86l 

Ross, John, 23. 

Roxby (Roxbee, Roxbie), John, 20, 25, 
52; Magdalen, 90; Thos., 49, 100; 
Wm., 50, 54, I02. 

Rudd« Eliz., 28; Mary, 112 ; Thos., 
112. 

Ryhope (Rihopp, Riope, Riopp, 
Ryhopp), 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 
89, 91,92, loi, 105. 

Sadler, Wm., 22. 

Salter, Wm. , 99. 

ganders. Rich., 102. 

Icaling, Bethel, 21 ; Thos., 22. 

Icott, Dorothy, 26; Ralph, 22; Wm., 
21. 

Scott's House, Boldon, 26. 

Seward, Jos., 19. 

Shadforth (Shadfourth), Anthony, 106; 
Eleanor, 106. 



>33 



Shaklock, Rich., 105. 

Shannon, Eliz. Amelia, 88; Capt. 
Rodney, 88. 

Sharp, Sir Cuthbert, 02 ; Marg., 22; 
Thos., Vicar of Dafton-le-Dale, 35, 

Sharpe, Eliz., 17, 107, io8; John, 17; 
Thos., 17, 63. 

Shepherdson (Sepherdson, Sheapherd- 
son, Sheperson, Sheppardson, 
Shipperdson), Adam, 80 ; Anne, 
102; Chris., loi ; Clem., 77; 
Edwd., 80; Geo., 52, 76, 77, 78, 
79; Joan, 77, 79, 106; John, 79; 
Mary, 77, 79; Wm., 76, loi. 

Shevill, Geo., 21, 22. 

Shotton, John, 21 ; Mary, 21. 

Silksworth, 97. 

Simey, Cath., 15; Geo., 15; Ralph, 
59, 60. 

Simpson, Chas., 86; Eleanor, 66; 
Eliz., 87; Geo. Augustus Fredk., 
86; Jolm Eyres, 86; Jos., Mayor 
of Sunderland, 86; Rev. Thos. 
Bume, 86. 

Slater, Gilbert, 112. 

Sleigh, Chas, 67. 

Smart, Peter, 80; Susanna, 80. 

Smith, Ann, 22 ; Hy., 37, 80 ; Isab., 21, 
22; Mary, 77; Matt., 21; Posth., 
57; Saml., 67; Thos., 20, 77; 
Wm., 23. 

Smith's, Hy., Charity, 37. 
Smithson, Ann, 25 ; Jas., 24, 25. 
Southwick, 24, 25, 26, 2S, 

Southwick, Suddick Hill House, 24. 

Spedding, Wm., 23. 

Speed, Saml, Rector of Whitburn, 72. 

Stafford, Brian, 15; Eliz., 16; Esther, 
i6; Isab., 15; Jas., 16, 25; 
John, 25 ; Jonathan, 16; Peter 15 ; 
Thos., 16 ; Widerington, 25. 

Stamp, Rich., 23. 

Staoulton (Stapylton), Peter, Rector of 
Whitburn, 40-41 ; 70. 

Steel, Isab., 23. 

Stephenson, Mary, 87 ; Robert, 87. 

Stoker, Mary, 22. 

Stonehouse, Eliz., 83; John, 83; 
Lambton, 83 ; Penelope, 83. J 



Stotevile, Jane, 99 ; Mary, 98 ; Nich. , 
98 ; Thos., 99. 

Stothard, Dorothy, 22 ; Eliz., 27 ; Jas., 
23 ; John, 26, 27 ; Sharp, 27. 

Stubbs, Robt., 108. 

Stukeley, Wm., 109. 

Sunderland, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 89, 90, 
94, 103, 104. 

Bainbridge Holme, 1 10. 

Barracks, The, 27. 

Bishopwearmouth (Beppweth, Bishopp- 
warmouth, Bishopp Wearmouth, 
Bpwearmouth) 24, 25, 28, 79, 91, 
92, 93» 97f 98, 99» "oo. 102, 103, 

104, 105, 106, no. III. 

Church, The, 97, loi, 102, 103. no. 

Churchyard, 92, 93, lOi, 102. 

Tollgate, 26. 

Volunteer Association, 89. 
Churches : — * 

All Saints', 88. 

St Peter's, 25, 26, 88. 

St. Michael's, 97, no. 

Custom House Officer, 24, 27. 

Deptford Copperas Works, by Grainger 
Heslop, 125. 

Ferry, The, by the Rev. J. T. Middle- 
miss, i-ii. 

Harbour Master, 26, 28. 

Hendon, 27. 

High Barnes, 92. 

Jackson, Robt., Lessee of the Port and 
Borough, 5, II. 

Monkwearmouth, 68, 88, 100, loi, 
103. 

All Saints', 88. 

St. Peter's Church, 25, 26, 88. 

Extracts from the Monkwearmouth 
Parish Registers, by H. M. Wood, 
12-28; Inventories and Account 
Rolls of the Cell of Monkwear- 
mouth, Extracts and translations, 
ip, II. 

Monastery, 1-4. 

Monkwearmouth Hall (Monkshall, 
Monks Hall), 16, 17, 25. 

Monkwearmouth-Shore, 67, 68, 93. 

Pallion rPallyon), 76, 78, 79, 80, 81, 
82 84, 85, 86, 87, 89, 91, 93, 101, 
106, 108, no, 112. 
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Psllicm H&ll, 75* 
Rockerhouse, 25. 
Roker House, 23. 
Streets : — 
. Beehive Lane, 8. 

Bodlewell Lane, 3, 8. 

Green St., 89. 

Low Row, 24. 

Maude's Lane, 1 18. 

ViUiers St., 93. 
Wetherald, Rowland, First Printer in 

Sunderland, by B. R. Hill, 116-20. 

Surtees, Lieut. Col. H. C, 104; Robt., 

87, 104. 
Swan (Swann), Hannah, 23; John, 67. 

Symons, Jcllinger, Rector of Whitburn, 

73- 
Symmons, Jas., 27. 

Tate, Ann, 21 ; Wm., 22. 

Taylor (Taylour), Ann, 22 ; Chas., 25 ; 
H., 22; Jas., 27; Jane, 19; John, 
59, 60, 61; Mary, 19; Philip, 22; 
Susanna, 25. 

Temperley, Mary, 27. 

Temple, W. S., Vicar of Dalton-Ie- 

Dale, 34, 36 ; Simon, 34. 
Thompson, Geo., 92; Ralph, 77; 

Robt., 25. 

Thoralby, John, Rector of Whitburn, 

71- 
Thomber, John, 27. 

Thornton, Alexr., 76. 

Threlkeld, Deodatus, 48- 

Todd, Elii., 20; John, 24, 105 ; Wm., 

24- 
Tomlinson, John, 47. 

Toppin, Hannah, 64. 

Trevor, Bishop Rich., 57. 

Triplet (Triplelt), Thos., Rector of 

Whitburn, 47i 48, 51. 54i 7^. 
Tulip, Jos., 20, 21, 27. 
Tunstall, 75, 80, 106, no. 

Turnbull, John, 23. 

Twentyman, Family of, of Middle 
Herrington, 107. 

Twentyman (Twentiman), Anne, 107 ; 
Bryan, 107; Jane, 81, 107, 108; 
John, 81, 107, 108; Wm,, 107. 



Tyrance, Simon, 21. 

Upward, Caroline Bunna, 114 ; Bmily 
Sarah, 114; Geo., 114; Mtaia 
Jackson, 114. 

Usher, Geo., 20 ; John, 20; Thomasine, 

19, 27. 
Vaughan, Saimh, ti4s G^* ii4- 

Wake, Gca, S^i 54; Hannah, 23; 
Jane, 23 ; Rich., 61, 62 ; Wm., 23, 

Walker, David, 26; Edwd., U9; 

Robt., 22. 
Wallis, John, Rector of WMtbum, 73. 
Walton, Geo., 117. 
Washington, 20, 106, 107. 

Watson, Ann, 23; Anthony, 78; 
Dorothy, 107; Edward, ao, 27; 
Eliz., 27 ; Geo., 20 ; Isab., 20, 21 ; 
Jane, 20 ; John, 20, 28 ; Mich., 107 ; 
Sarah, 20; Thos., 66; Wm., 20, 
76. 

Wayman, Dorothy, 19. 

Wearmouth (Warmouth, Waith, Were- 
mouth), 23, 24, 2S, 26, 27, 28» 8d, 
104. 

Weddell, Edwd., 52. 

Wedderbum, Hunter, 24; John, 24; 
Mary, 24, 

Welbum, Nich. de, Rector of Whitboin, 
70. 

Westol, Lambert, 28; Maig., 24; 
Mark, 24; Thos., 25. . 

Wetherald, Eli*., 117 ; John, 50, 116, 
117, 120; Mary, 116, 117; Row- 
land, Printer (1727-91), 116-20; T., 
116, 118; Wm., 117. 

Wharton, Eliz., 92/ Robt., 92. 

Wheatley, Magdalen, 90. 

Whitburn (Owytb[u]m, Wheatbame, 
Whitbeme, Whitbomc, Whitbome, 
Whitebeme, Witbem, Witebem, 
Witebome, Wyteberme), 20, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 38-68, 69, 70, 71, 7«, 73. 74, 
79, 89; Extracts from the Parish 
Registers, by Jas. Patterson, 38-68; 
The Hall, 43. 

White, Rich., 49. 
Widdrington, Robt., 100. 
Wigham, Mathew, 65. 
Wight, G. O., 45; Wm., 45- 
Wilbuigham, Ralph de, 96; Thoa., 9^. 



I3S 



Wilkinson, Abel, 23; Anthony, 85; 
Eliz., 86; Hannah, 23; Jane, 22; 
Jos., 26; Mary, 92; llios., 63. 

Williams, Cath., II2; Rev. Chas., 113; 
Harriett, iz2j Maria Jane, 113; 
Thos., X12. 

Williamson, Lady Dorothy, 6; Lady 
Eliz., 26, 43; Sir Hedworth, 14, 
2S, 26, 28, 43. 53 5 Thos., 43 ; Sir 
Wm., 26, 58 ; Wm. Huddleston, 25, 

43. 

Wilson, Barbara, 22; Daniel, 2X; 
Geo., 22, 26; Hy., 22; Isab., 26; 
Peter, Vicar of Dalton-le-Dale, 36. 



Winnem, Robt, 22. 

Wood, H. M., 38 ; Extracts from Monk- 
wearmouth Parish Registers, 12-28. 

Woodhouse, Eliz., 22. 

Worsley, Sir Geoff. , 96. 

Wright, Frances, 120; John, 20, 51, 52, 
117, 120; Mary, 20, 120 ; Thos., 
49b Sh 54» 60. 

Wynchcomb, Rich, de. Rector of Whit- 
bum, 70. 

Young, Jane, 19; Jos. Nixon, 19; 
Robeenah, 23 ; Will, 47 ; Wm., 19. 

Younger, Anthony, 50. 
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